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Forewotd
ED f
A "Smar-Portrait™  hardly | nedds Sany introdinoinn, S The

star it popular amd the pocrait §s in the mind's eye of Hhs

pehdic,

I have gone through the Hfe-skedehes of the flm stars pre
pared by Harish 5. Beooch and Kanng Doyle 'and hayve bouel
them very Eterestng. 1 am plad thae thees peh- p{url:m.lts have
been” prepared | puthentically,

Film stars have come b occupy an gmportant place in the arisstic amd social
fabric of our country, Society has been aoeilling o adeond them  the game
slatns s W [lrl.J-:.-::luu 1] lawryer for dtwbar, ]'.lTJh.l by hecuags | artistic talents
have not repeived the same :"l'*-:.‘-ll"ll|t an Fram the State and the pablic Tn the
past a3 the ather loamed profesticne SThe day ‘cannot be far of when those
who use their :|I.'|.L"ih|' tabents for the entertalnment of the p:.:uru'lu_ 1.-.-|_'|| TRDO e
full recogmition and credit, besides pnpu.'l.m"}-.

T nepirants bo stardom,  Hissd pl.‘.u'h-.n.j!: shenld sérvs as an eys Apenes,
that there is oo roymnl raad o the shary  Akies. Sweat, boil and bears = the
meeilium of ‘gudcrad B &l gl filin st fure’ mo ercepting to” the ‘'mle” T A
the Saciet iy ]II,!.,,I]:ITI""\I-‘-'I whix 'moy not be ipelined meﬁi"k high 1;.[ the: =413 ]
in -the film . frmament, this "'||]1||_"|[|'|_||t should “gerve ag 1] rerveal [T |_'p1|_;1:.r;|- %
phidcal "document wls u_I B mEpiring Csndd fﬂ.‘li'_'l.lld.‘l.ln,b. '1'|:|- the averape {'Ir.u:'-
goer, this pablication should meet & nng—fr-'ll_ nm{_ g

1 eongratulate Harish 5. Beoch and Karng Diayle foe the usefol l.».-'::url:_'
they have tiken up. ' I o conhclent that ' \-.-._II_EPH_:.-.-.H {1:.. 'I-_re |_E' great interest
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. FREFACE TO NEW
. REVISED} EINTION

FACE This  mew revised edi-
tion of “Stur-Portradl™ is &

o tribute 1o 6ls |||||'|;|_|,||_I Papu-

i . 17 larity Beth in Imdin amd
. " ahroadd.

L g .il'.l:|l:‘|‘:1:|. It Fias |;r'|'|l.'|_'|_'| T

il :c-un_g|'|l-:||:l:|'r bank «t

A Intermaticnal  Film  Festi-

47 vals, citer gatherings and

i L:w-b:lgtdhl.'r': af Bl Fodks

41 It has been avidly resd by

o people  din far  distant

al laces, FanEing from Kar

" 57 oy Yary im Crachoslo-

vakda to San Franckion in i ;

s 51 thee Unifed IS|:|||:1.: Frim S-:éﬂlﬂﬂ:: ﬂ:a_rzﬂhu;tapheﬁmrﬂeam Iﬂhhiruw rl,r:
i . 1155 v fi & e =

ghumannr Ef Dyl N, 1 Komar, the to -ml:l-:trl:mun L ﬂ;rs-.. hedmg ﬁ‘m!

" || &.:l "3
London in the UK; amd
- from Malrold in B E. viewed by aw Iw Ilmvﬂnh;r_ﬁunnh for the presemi
= Afcica #o Bangkok  in
i3 Thadland., A prominent neaspaper in America took o special note of it A
T delegate to o World Film Festival abroad revealed to me that it was in great
demand among the foreign Rlm critics gathered there, The stars themsehees
53 hiave lovishesl anstinted] prdise om @ a8 the most authente ard informative
BT amang their bingraphics,
4 F E{ The reswding public has given it a hearty welcome, This coald be [odged
. a7 from the Enct that the book was oot of print within a vear's time  Severil
101 editiong in the Dodian |:||:.,g.;l:|:|gn:1:J incheding . Hindi, have also been broaghe oat,
108 All this = very heartening and |h=|,1|rinE;. for what greater rewsed could
. 115 an author expect than a realisation that the [abours taken in research and ool-
: : 5 bection of rare facts i a publication ‘of this nature have been well appre-
- 121 '-"'-_*“"l? I am grateful bath o e Prose and the resding public for receiving
B this medest volume with such unanimons acclaim,
111 . In the present revised edifon, severa] new stars have beeq added, and the
information about those, who were thees in the firse valome, has bem made up-
iy todate. T foost “Star-Portrait” would be found equally appeabing in the -
wiged farm,
141 ,
145 My thanks are dus to all these stars who have helpsd me to moke this book
149 o maeeess by giving me exclushe and inberesting focts about their caneer,
3 havo been pl_;q_-\-_ﬂ in .lE{:.;Elu-"’ HAHRISH 5, BOOCH

1z, Tadia FPhoios
odin Highiight).




Tntroduction

The rise: and growth of the Indian flm mdustry during the last four
decades hus hesy a glorious romance, & romanee that & perhnps more exCiking
than oll the synthetic thrills of the celloloid dramas pot together, [t has bem
& stirring saga of pioneering endeyvours fthae Erinmp agamst overwheliming
odids.  Aned even tday, thanks to the Herculeon enddeavours of their present.
day siccessors, this fnoch of unflinching haman enideavour Jit up by plomzers
of ald keeps buming with, ever-incrensing madinnee,

among those valiont compaipners of film-front, who have eweated and
tniled censelessdy po give our millions their Favourite entertainment, are th
#ars of the silver screen and the story of their rise in the fAlm Aremoment is
nn less thrilling,

Indeed, during recent years, our stars bave achieved phensmenal LRI
larity amd it & no eraggeration bo say thot their games hayve almost booome
binvsehald  swards, Fartunately, today they pe bonger  pemadn the mythical
rods and gecldesses of slamogy they used to be considersd ance, nor are ey
thought to be some mysterions bai hddled Far away from pubbe gazn
behind the “cellubsid urtnin®|  In ﬁ:t, during last fhva VOIS, Gur shirs
have come closer apd closse b dur peopls anE they have ot hesitated

do their bit whenever o gl cause peeded their hidp nnd sappore.  Thesr
closer contact with fhe J)euprn haz helped o lot towards TEOVInG  sever|
misgivings from the pubfic

mid and  people, at large, have nealisod that
ahiren evarything else our stars  are
haman—intensely’ human,

Mo wonder then that sn unirece-
dented  curicsity has  been witmessed
amang all sechivng  of the people b
knew more  ahou the [ives their
eellaloid idals, about thedp disappoint.
ments aml  sucresses,  iheir o¥s  and
SOTTIME,  amdl abast theds achigye-
ments in the domain of film-actmg,

Whils there have been many  af-
templs to recond tha contributian s
by our stare towards pes enrickiment
af the histrionic art on seroim throush
the mediom of Glm seciions of daily
pewspapers  and  vardoos  film FgR-
gioes, it is seldom  ehat we Bod Fhe
staried af our sors” beroie atruggles at
the altar of film art proseated by aur

. peaple in oa single yvohame. Pablications
Walind Faywant txplaine semedhing of thig noture are very Tare, “Star-Por-

Interectng during a chat withy co- .
duthor Earing Duyie, truit™ ds,  therefore, esigned to ful.
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fil this Jong-felt need, It
is a happy oo-incidence
that it is being published |
m the eve of the Silver
Jubiles  oelebrations  of
the “flkies™ in Tndis,

We are ol omaware
that the list of the lead-
ing stars i our ooumtry
i= mot al oll exhosted
with thase mtroduced in
thizs wvolame. It was our
ambition t include  as
Imany prominent stars &8s

podiible here, bat we had Author ish 8. Booch jols down an interssting
o adjust our desires to unt 'I!I.I'H'I..ﬂ.; wn interview with Geefa Ball. Exelusive
the Dractical problems of  delalls xbemt fm star’ career wees obained for “Slas-
this publication, the num- Eﬁl&ﬂtﬂﬂnm;ﬁum for more thas ome sitEing.

bir of pages, the cost of

production and a price within sasy reach of the readin public, That meant
preening the sumber o the present lof, Howewer, we hops to dover ag many
of the remaining stars as possible in the second yvalume,

Meantime, we espress our sincore thanks o ol the shirs whio have given
ug their unstinted oo-operation in e preparation of this book by supplyving
us exclusive and intercsting Facts alvut thelr career through special [nterdews
which, in many cases, had to be continued for mare than ooe sitting,

We shall be Failling in our dity # we do oot record heve oar sense of
gratituce to Shei 5. K. Patl r.r.l}.‘, President, BP.OCC whe hos  resydered
vilnable porvices to the Indion 8w industry as e Chairman of the Film
Enquiry Comméttes appointed by the Covemment of India and who still com-
Linues to perve this mdustry as Presidest of the Indian Motian Picture Pro-
ducers’ Asocintian, He has been kind camagh to spare tioe from his mall-
farious activities to go through the iBfiHsenpl ||r'||_:|:u-.-.-'r.il:ﬂ the foreswond fur
“Brar-Portraig®,

Chur thanks are also due to Shei L K Menon, Secretary, TLMPPA., Shri
M. A Mughni aned Shri Ajit B, Merchont foe the aclive interest they have
taken in this publication and to Shri Bajddt far eupplying some of the exclis-
#ve phatograpls appesring in this vileme,

Boenbay, HARISH 5 BOOCH
1664, KARING DOYLE

slsradurtion fa the fiesd podivian)
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PRESS COMMENTS ON “STAR-PORTRAIT ®

“The anthors have presented the life sketches of the artistes in an in-

erestine ardd lucid sivie, . . | The pblication should appeal o Glm fang,
expecially film aspitants, as Mr. 5, K, Patil has expressed in Lhe Fomevnrd,
— SCREEN

“A well decumented  gpd neatly gob up volume. |, | | resdable HTC (T
couched in & raoy stybo moke Blar-Postralt’ an Numinating publicaticn, |
provides intervsting Life sketehes without indulging in sascy details about stars'
privite Hves ancd romantic squabbles . . . _infomnative and weloome bk

— BHARAT JYQTI

“The authors have made o sinieestul elfart ta sabialy 0 commog curinsity
+o--the back should prove to be of interest to the Industry and the cine-
moer,”

— JOURNAL OF THE FILM INDUSTRY

“The Bk, seell ol up, ooniaing otk e irJltl:ﬂl‘lr.S kife sketchies ol
starg, . . 0 68 sdequately iflustrsbed.

— SPORT & PASTIME (Madras)

" 'Star-Portrait’ i5 & commendahie offart at providing scmnething the reuclers
could treasire with pride”

— SUNDAY CHRONICLE

“Thess hographical sketehs éxplore the personal drama behingd each o
with understanding, sympathy and rare franknoss™

— EVE'S WEEKLY

“A unigque book, . ._such pablications help to ke the standard of flm
fournalisn.”

= JAMMABHOOMI-FRAVAS]

"By presenting consbructive Facts about stars, this book provides very im-
portant data about stare. . . . A superh volome for which the authurs deserve
cangratulatians.

— BOMBAY SAMACHAR
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ASHOK KUMAR

SHOE EUMAR i oloubtedly the ever-young, ever-successfol horo o

the Indian scroen,  Lodeed, bhe appears to prow yoanger and younger
with every pow Blm,  Fifty yeors younng, he hag reigned supreme over ghe
reating’s screen as e unfailing idol of the cellubid em for the past two decsdes.
He laz acked the ligro agninst every important actriss of the Indian seteen
beginning with the charming Devikn Bard of the olden days fo Meenss Koamard
of boday.

He= lsas been o perenninl source of inspiration both to the rising poungsless
ared o the tading veferans of the sreen. He has been a tower of strength o
the star svstem whenever thal instifation was theeatened with extinction as
o result of FEnilures of moch Fancled stars in moch fancied 8lms,  While count
less prodhucers, directors, stare and heroines with whesn be was nssocinbed
somedtime ar the ofber have Taced inbe obscuriie, he hos conboued b shine
with @ blnze of gloey in e Bl Breemenl

ORN on COctobier 13, 1801 at Bhaganlpor, Bihar, Ashok Eumor Gonguly

hails from & cultined Besgali family which had  migrated  from  Madia
District i Bengal o Ehamdwa some bundred years ogo.  He was namedl
Eompdlal. His Father Hullj|:ll I::\.J.11|.:,1|'|:." is a renowned lowver af Ehasdwen
district In Madbya Praddesh.  Though he is 80 txlay, this veteran of the Nagper
Bar haz lost nome of his legal brilliznee and takes active inbérest in rendering
frew legal pid to the poor,  He hos the arigee distinction of being a oo-stodent
of Indin’s President D, Kajendra Prasacl at the Presidesosy College, Caleutea,
whens they shared the same room in the hostel  And this old weberan treasures
many A intimate story of the young days of the President.

Ashok Kumar (s the eldeal in the family of three brothers and ome sistes.
Ag n child, hie was mther ghy and reserved.  But he surprised dveryone with
his sharp intelligence.  He had a brlliost educational carcer, and om  his
graclustion with BSe, at Robertsan College, [ubbalpors, Nagpor Unisvessity,
he was sent to the Presidency College, Caloulbe, to dody low,  Ib owas only
natural thot fother Kunflol swnngmd hiz aldese son i follow in daddy’s fool-
steps, "o that gramdpas lnw books may be osed,” ng Ashak Eumar pocularly
puts it.  FBesides, the Eimily nstrologer Bad predicted that Ashok woild bae-
cume & jidge. But Conguly Junbor had litthe attraction for baw

In iz yoong days, he did oot have the faointest idea of taking up a fm
carcer Al never drenmit of adhieving the stupendons fame that be has won
taday.  When in school sndd loter on in College, D had acquined & flair For
phu{n_grup['l:r. His eapeérienos as a science student developed in him & fasci




10 - ARHOK KUMAR

'n.l.rir:n for technical amd Lalortory wark and his ambition was to hecine =
bechnician.  Hee ised to visit the New Theatres studio aquite often and ook
interest i the laboratory wowk, And one fine morning, in Octoler 1834, he
left thie law College and cume swny to Bombay to meet Mr. Himons Bai, (he
celehrated flm pioneer, and procure o letter of resommendation from him to
proceed to Cermany to learn flm technique.  Himansu Rai had then st
started the Bomboy Talkies on the trail of the international renawn that he
wom tirough hia pioseering venhsres Light of Asia and Kermr. His stodiog
at Malad Bod a batch of brillismg German * technicions trained st the TFA
stucing and he advised Ashok Kumar to begin his carecs at the Malad slucias
before he went 1o Germany. Ashok's bother-in-dow  Shashadhor Mukerjes,
that wizard of box office surcess. was abready there at Bombay Talkies and
he persuaded Ashok to mccept Himansn Rals . sdvice, Thiss  Adhok beeman
leaming film photogrphy wder Josef Wirsching, the talented German enmera-
man, Then he was switched an o the laboratary where he acquired o prack-
eal kmowledge of processing, developing, privting and editing filims,

He tremendeosly enjoved bis wark in the labarmtory, He folt that he was

o the right rond of his carcer. Tl sonething unexpectsd hoppensd, Can.
bemted amd happy, he ased o bum same papular fumes in the laboratory, His
st musical vodee nttracted the attention of Himansiy Hai ond Kumudla] was
tald that T shemdd play the male lesd oppasite Dievika Rani i Jeevan Natga,
OF course, he had played 4 misor mole in Joand ki Hawa, the fint picture
of Bambay Tallies, But he did it for the mees by of it Mow fced with
the serious question of hecoming & regular actor, he was decidedly sgainst it
He got his hale érimome] mercilessly 'fn the closp-crop  parltem thiking that
that would save lLim from becomping & flm actne,  Next day, wiven Himansu
Rai sow i, he was tnken ahacl: Buat he told Kumodlal st the hair winld
Frow agmin and that be would wait for 8, And after two months, Kumaicdlal

faced the camera as Ashak Kumar along with Devika Bani. The sceng de-
plcted Dievika Rani, the heroine, sreaming for help to ssve herself from fhe

clutehes of the willsin and Ashok was i fump on them through the window
el rescue her.  Lights wore on, the camerng starbed cranking and eame

Ashok’s turn to jump into the room, He did it with such a force that the vil.

lain, herafme and himself fell down, Tn e process, the villain'e leg was hroken

and this mishap cansed another four mamths” deday far Hirama Rai m pracesd
fierther with his shooting.  As for Azhok, be felt that he shouald give up fcting

far aver.

]’H Jeevan Naiyo, be proved to be no match fooe the accomplished Deyikn

Rani.  Nevertheless, Himanen Raj Bung o surpeise by enzting bim agnin

i the hero in Ackhut Kanga which proved a great hit in the anmals of Indian
Bwes. While Devika  Rani wim the hearts of millions as the Harijan girl,
Kasturl,” Ashok suceeedid in making the impression that he had at Jast came
> stay i the Alms. The Bbm rn foe 20 miccessive weeks in Bombiny's newly
enrstructed Roxy and for 58 wouks ot Cabeuita, creting unprecedented oy
oifice rocords and mome for the stars. i this fm. he sing Hee momarnbje
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13 ASHOK EUMAR

levechant "Hopky chichiya banke g Iun bofu™ with Devika Hani  Thooe
were the doys when plirs sy their songs,  And his other songs “Kise bords
hain murakly pgar por” and “Peer peer dpw koo hald™  proved ey
|H.l]i|||:|r_

With this newly scquired recognitivn ond Fame. Tis porents ard relabives
who in the Feginmiig vehemently opposed s Finng the flms, reconpiled
themselvez, In foct, they found that thers wers enaigh people o praise them
Far Ashod’s succes, They saw the plcture Achher Kanga ot 5 reardty thesire
and father Konjlal liked Bis son's performonce very well,

Achhet Kange was followed by a series of polished enbertainiers sharring
the Devika Reni-Ashok Kamar pair.  famma Bloowi, Tzzqs Sacifn, Nirmalg
and Varhan gave him the experience o acfuire & new poise and his gwn dis-
finctiveniss a5 an actor,  'Wihile acting in Vachan he was jored oy Hhe Fape.
hesed iring & swond ight—a faint mark of which g st} there even tnday.

I'.‘nr.‘uri':l'.lt.{'l'l'l}' after the completion of his work in Vachan in 1038, e
Went do Khandwy i respotse b a telegram from his Father, At home he
s fokd that it was time for him ' gl married and lead a setthed i, He
agried to it and keft the cholee of the bride to his parests, Miss Shalhg Bum.
warjee, danghter of Cap. Bannerfes LAM.5 of Calewtta, wis chosen ag the hride,
And afier marrizge, they enine away o Bombay., At the time b was drwing
- i sakiry of s 250 0 month dgningt his original salary of Rs, 150, Here iz
stenithing that wonld make e preseni-day siarg gaspl Little i Ashak fma.
gine then that he would he drawing siv digit Bgures for | single role fm e
mtter of another five ar sy ¥EOFS or g0, :

Marriage did ot change the course of his tareer. He continued to work
with Bornbay Talkies. In the meantime, he had developed 5 sneaking desipe
to co-stir with Leels Chitnig, And aner day, just to pease bim, Devika Mo pre-
sender] him g specially tken photn of Leels Chitnis, [n the shart space of 2
year, by o pecullacly sinemangic coimcidince, he wig st oppedite Leeln Cldimis
in Kasigen, Wher the pictire was half-way throagh, B.T. wag tvertaken by an
irreparable tragedy in e death of ity Foundir Himssnsg Rai However, under
the able guidaner of Deviken Rani and the tosm of workers traiped by Himnnsg
Rat, the BT.-ship continaed jts joerminy to Further gliry. Kangan wag conpli-
bed and refleased in Jomg. It tan for full sy mopihs in Bombay, Followsd gn.
other jubiles hit, B, starring the same Ashok-Loely pair. Its theme song
"Chal choal re mfema” bk fan-warld I starm.  They came Neayo Saiedr, 5
atory with o newspaper hackerpand. written by ¥, A Ahlas Here Ashak haed
n oew heralng, Repuks Devi, who had Biven a4 commendahblg perfarmance 1y
B.T.s earlier Lt Bl

N_{}".-L TANSAR opened o pay chapter in his earear. For the first time, e

poriraved 4 charscter  diffeqent from the modoese swret-mannerod poung
suitor.  Ho became g dashing debonair pouth, After Naga Sonsr come Theeda
which won new laurels for (e Ashok-Leela pair. Then came ancthier simash
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Abter the fommation of Filmistan Licl in Jamuary 19463, Ashok appesred in
their very fiest picture entitled Chat Chal Re Navwjawen, tallewing the famoms
theme seng of Bendlen. In this fm, for the fint Hme, e plaved & pancl-
packed rollicking role. He also realised qwother lomg standing desire—o star
agninst Indin screon's beanty-gueen Naseem who had impressed hdin rosien-
doiely T her caplivating peslormancs 45 Murjehan in Puker, In the wike of
the siccess of OCRN] be appeared §i 0 chsin of liles For Filmdston: Shikard,
Suffan, Eigi Diaye, e,

He alse began to free lonee 5o appeared i JTanak’s Angooehi, Mehbools
Humagin and Nofuig, Deboki Bose's Clhandrasebar and many ather fitms,

N the meantime, Boimbiy Tulkies, the institiation where he bepan his Gireer,

was i doldrams.  He decided o put e oon its leps abong with his fries
Savak Vacha, the noted sound engineer, He totully gave up acding fop some
time amil  coocendrabed sidely om BT, Twa saceeastul  Hlmes, Mafboar s
Zinll, stabilised the BT, studio.

Mow Filiviston persuacled him to act iy their Somadli, and e won univer-
sal acchsim for his porformance in e N cndy that, the pictare gave Nolis
[aywant the bong-swaited break afier 3 lapse of many years. This marked the
beginning of Ashak-Nalini pairing in the films and they appeured in an impees-
sive armay of films

He won new recognition i histromics by breathing life inte the mlp of
the frstrated Iover in Mitin Bose's Mosthal, produced under the BT banney,
Thie was fellowed by other acting trivmphs in Gyan Mukhesjer's Sangrom,
n breezy, action-pecked robe, and in Mahal whers be played o fuscinatingty
eurie chameter. Rnles camie #o him aplenty, A, ot one Gme, he hod os
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iy a8 twentyetvn contrects in his pocket.  Some of the notable Alma of this
periodl are Kuldip's Adli Rowt, M 8 T's Nishone, Ahlwalia’s Noo-Balier, Nitin
Bose's [Doweder, 5. K (hlis Newsz, Talwars Ehiter. Boli Sister's ﬂwg Rarg,
Gyon Mukhesjee's Shomodeer, Chopra’s Afssng sod Shele, In Afsans, le play-
ed & double rode. In Doedar it was & rare sight to watch the histrionis hattle
bebareen Tim awl Dilip umar, [n Bewofs, he and Haj Eaponr wers pitted
sgminst gachi other.  In Betools, he esnseed histricoic swords with anather great
westeram, Modilal.

His other natelde pictwres mclode Bapdish, Bhai 8hoi, Ek Hi Haria, Sordar,
Hagini, Koplger aml Sifron se Aoge, Among his recent outstunding filma re
Saverw, Heap Bebe, Chalti ks Naw Cadi, Anchal, Mesoom, Eals Adwmi and
Koogon, In Be fuboo, be co-stan: with his soqn Arcap. In Chald ke Nam Gadi,
leer slsared ncting homours with his hirathess, Arnip and Kishome,

Ashodk had Teen associated with Bomboay Talkies right from it imeeption
and served it with exemplary desotion, Begimning with photogrophy and then
in the Libaratory, he played o smoll role in BT Brst pletare Jeicnd & Hows
arel has since them acked o almest all the imprrtant pictures that have come
aut af B.T. Significantly enough, he mve an excellent performance fn Bead-
.||||.-.-.'[.lr|:-cI|||.'u|| onl en-npefklive hoss h:,- the BT wirkers hefore the Malad stdio
closed down in 1964, It is ake gmmificant that every time BT, faced cxisis in
its longr career, he did hds best to pue it on ils Feet by providieg fnaseinl aid
and by producing successfull B,

N 1853 ke started his owno concern, Ashak KEumnr Prodisctions, and his

brst pleture Porfneets, dirccted by Bimal Row, wos haibed a5 a measberpiceoe.
In midition to giving AKF a Bying shart, it skyrocksted Meena Kumar] ag a
front-rank star. In his second picture Samaf, he gove a brilliant perfarmance
as the longh bt sempathetie trock-driver Dada,

In his subsequent indepeodent productions, Regin and Kelpame, aleo he
Eve likeszlale |:i|||_|;|:,-:||l\._

Thus whether it is the Jove-dorn vautly or the gay Intriguing pick-pocket
as i Kisaet; whether it iz fumtastically deamatic chamoter as in Mohal or the
teagh gangster as in Samay, whether it s breesy comedy ar o peyeholorieally
provicative theme, he bas aoqultted himself with disinction,.  And eightly, ko
has been applanded as Indin's top-most versatile hers and s unanimously
aceepted a5 one of the most dependabls amd finest actors of the Indinn SCTEE,
MNat anly that, with his Midas tauch, he lifts up co-artistes acting with him b
new heights of fame by fnpasting them afl the confidence and encouragement.
That is evident fron the inmamermble instaness of artistes who hove acroined
tup henoars in flms from Lesla Chitnis to Nalind Jaywont snd Meena Kumard.

There are hundreds of (nstanoes and  waye in which hbe has given his cal-
beagues the necesary confidence, To cite one. o mew artiste whi was playing
the heraine agnimst him kopt on fargetting the dobogues due tn nervoussess
arising from the fact that dhe was acting ogainst one of India’s top-most stars,
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Ashek is o very clheerful ol hame. Left : In this earlier pleiure, Be shares a joke with his
Gdenied daughiers Bharati and RBoopa. Right: He Hils his mischisvons son Ardsp while his wife
Ahebha watches the jolly fnther-and-son dnel with m smibe of appraval.

Realizing the difficalty, e pretended that be oo forgat tlee dialogues. “So yoy
tea Forget diubogues?, she asked him with immerse relicf. “Oh yes™, he roplierd
with all the serousness, and that instifled the necessary confidence into the
neweamer.  When sometime or ather, he doss forget the diadogue, he speaks his
awn wards and these prove quite approprizte in keeping with the development
of the stuation, It s indeed o rare treat to wateh him in action befare the
camerd. The ease with which be renders many difficult stuations is o tribate
to Bis mastery over luistriomics,

OHEE we disoussed Asheks various distinetive Testures as an artiste witl;

the late Cynn Mukhotjee. As an intimate Friend of Ashok and as the
director of [hoola, Kismet, Sangrom, and Shemshesr, Gvan knew Ashol: sudlici-
ently well. Acoording to him the most striking Feature aboue Ashok was fhe Eact
that as an actor he has 0o mannedsms,  *Most af the artistes have their peou-
linr manperisms and It is a great distinetion that Ashak has nane™ Gyan snfd,
Flis acting is absobately modem |, , . With him on the sets, it is mgy and gquick
to shoot even extremely diffiealt scomes . . . He has more camera SEmsE, MOKE
“tnking semse,” more acting sense and mops stary sense Hum many a disecor,
Hence, ke s one of our best directors.™

Camert-wizaed Josef Wirsching, under whom Ashak Tearnt lis first lessons
. cinematography, told us that as & cameraman he considered Ashok the beesl
man an the sets. “He i very nice o work with, you know . ., The questiom
of retakes sebdom arlses . . M Ganguly on the sets means better team spHirit
is created amd better beam wark i seen everywhere, Even in the litthe thines
that be does, there is o personal toueh . . Tt s iy dEichdtion g0 shoot o plehine
directed] by him,” gid Wirnching,

Thus Ashak, who was pashed intd stardem much agninst hig will, by his
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o OnsEbend sicoese ang rich ERETRENCE in (e variony Gelds of movie-making
stretelied acress pwn eventul decades has become a ghorions movie-irs g
that has thrived with the ramsnge of Hme,

Persanally, Ashok does ned Bke historeal mles and prefers Fglst hreegy
tes. As for action-roles, “You we, 1 am o bom pangster, 8o syl roles e
e me easly,™ e axid with 5 smile, When asked ho hi has corsistently miven
plishad pesformences, he expliined . “The mext picture fs alwiys-hetter becinsm
I gnin experience by the proviows omes”

Becalling some of his mteresting experiences! Witly bis Furs, he sald] o
Nirgis who came o BT for his antograph wag laber his hemaine i ey,
Al Bmet, ancl Deedne. Bing Rai amither ardent fin, wis hiz hexaine in
Shole and Rurdar, [ilip Kiemar wag anopher af his admirers nnd after by L.
came 4 fifm star, hoth gsed g crgnge themselves in buxing

Ashiok loves boging fm'lrr_ﬂlﬂmm%
mlm‘mﬁmﬁr ba has no Hme to e cricket, Tt ke
i, xﬁﬁﬂﬁ.ﬂ?rmmﬂw fond of
Pinting and hag o taste far Lmilsenpes,

e is o quiet, relifing bype,. Yeb, e & i Brillinn) conversnticmallst, g
amdalile st ane males pleasant company,  He (o never mondy,  According to
him, artishes can pever comigliin of mood,  Fe hae a wanderful sense of Busmour
His langhter is free g infections.  All thesa qualities have won him aclmirers
Among his edase gsmociiteg gned fellow warkers oo the st

ﬁ L hoene, he i an alwdient =m, an affectionate fatfier, 5 Belpful and aneder.

standing  hratlies aref @ kwing and dey vded hoshand, Tha AshokShakh;
pair has proved to be g il married oouple g0, I# among the rarities of oo
filendom,  Fis aldos diughter Bharmii s & brillient shadent of misic amd hag
paszed her mawip examination with grest distinction From the London Schac] o
Misic Recantly, she e o hrilliog: voung doctor of Emmbay, Dr, Virendes
M, Fatel. Ashok boges wrestles and does 41 t¥pes of gymnastics with by
chilifren, Particularly Aroop wig 4PPeIrs 0 b oot o mers chin of the old bingk
but the block jtelf Memetledess, m5 4 Price of hiz stardom he s been pom.
polled to miss his childre, becnse of eorgtingos day and nighe shontings, His
¥oungere hrothers, Anup ap Kishore, who when Hung used to mimic Asok’y
ACting & amuss family audiences g Khandwa, haveg distinguishs) themselyves
though o one uwspicted then phay they would Follow i the Foottens of flueir
ithistricas brother.

Ashak enkes dntepasgg in nstrmagy and pﬂlm-m;quh-_: i =0 far ag gt Egagee
hiz Friends, Ag for himself, he is oy believer in b “Loee of precictions havy
been made aboet me, MNothig hay pame brue . ., Some peedicted that |
wield hecame ; judze, Now lonk where T huaye lntsdeg | Nedwely presdiped iny
fareign Enr—perhaps, hecnie it war arringed al] of o skden 1™, he explydn,

He has a Fascination for new gars il Jikeg clrlvings fmmenisely, A& diserr

{Confinved gn page BHY
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BALRA] SAHNI

B."I-].n.'l]' SAINT = perhnps the only bl stor in Indin whese life gl

career have been directly  infloesced by sach notional  celebrities  ag
Mahotmes Gandhd and Gursdey Tagore,  He enjoys the  unigque  distinction
of having warked ot Shantiniketan and Sevagram For years together,  Loter
in his life, the writings of Mars and Lenin, which he stislied ab Jength, lave
alsa left am indelible mark on his outlook.  After secing his perfarmance in
Do Bigha Zomdn, Auled and Corom Coet, people hailed him as the mast -
letarian nmang all oug arbistes

Proletarion or whatever name one may give to his performance, the capn-
city to depict charneters naoeally and realistically has come o Balbesj theough
his varied experience, He had been, in tan, o businessman, jourmalist, short-
story writer, feacher, rdic-anmouncer, chronicler to the Dedion National Can.
gress  Sessioms, amabenr theakre  enthasinsg gl fizilly, 2 flm actor. “This
variegied experience i déferent gpheres of life has helped me treenemdinsdy
in my histrionic career,” e revealed o oo That i perhaps why he eowld
play with ense and rare understanding such diverse human charweters on screen
as the streggling peasant Shamlbha of Da Bigha Fomin, the hine-hlooded
Englishman of Raki and the fithful domestic servant of Aufnd. When young,
Baolraj did not hove the dightest notion thai he would ever beeome o [m
stur.  Boon ot Bawalpiodi en Moy 1, 1913, hw was educated g the best i
tinos of an orthodex Hindo family, o8 his father, Mr, Harbans Lal Sohei, was
& slanirdhi Aryn Saminjist. Seving dramas and movies was not cnly discoursged
laat Frowmed upon,

I IKE all children, Balraj was interosted in thase {uvenfls cirews acrobatics

4 performed within the walls of ane’s own house.  “They were my first
lessons in acting,” he prowdly s, Onee tgether with his hmther, he ‘made
a litthe victoria and got an old stuffed deer to poll i And when o tnbented archer
visited their town, the brothers were faseinated by his feats and teled thei
hand at archery aleo.  These pliyful antics provided ot of fun ond lawghter
for the family. But all the same, Balraj was an extremely shy child, Whex
he was pace called op to chant mongras or recite a litde hymn on the sage
at schoal, be trembled with stage-frighs,

Ouly oo ome vocsion In his eady student dave did he happen o e a
drama, It was semething nbout the Jabinrwala Bagh masacre. Young Balnj
was fascinated by the spectacle and be felt transported into o world of magic,
He vividly remembers the Best thrill that the stage gave him,
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Dk Bt was ut the DA V. College at Hawalpdndi thar e bhegon 1o it his
fmiming fur 0 modern was of 1 Professar  Jnswang Bal, (he was Inter 1he
Principal of Gamdhi p morial Coflege. Ambalad ool personal meeres) iy him.
He encouraged Balraj tu shesl his naprew eangervative oatlook

After pessing hiz intermedinie at Kawalpindi, Balraj jodvesed the Covers
ment Callege at Lahore, Ters be received remurkalibe maickinee from stape.
lovers like & D. Sondhi and A, 5. Boklari, The college hoasted of a first
rate mateiee Hhenlpye ronip where well-kncay pliys of furelen authory wese
perfarmed in Hindustos translation,  Those werp the dayvs when i did
not come forwasd b get an stuge and men plaved “heauy guesns”,  Being
quEite handsome, the hanoar of plaving some Fermale roles in thess deimas Fell
o Belrnf. Thuz, strnme as mity semn, the popular proletarian ere of the
Indian soreen began his histricmic carcer as g stape-leraine |

Even at this periedd be had oo real ambition for an acting career,  Nope
theless, he carcfully studied e techmige of sding moadern plays. He ea.
lised the basje differenpe betworn e traditiail Jrriﬁq’.fl.lll}' af the peobes.
sional stoge amd the brue-fo-ligs realistic charicter of the amatepr theatre,

After peising his A, With ierature, Balmj was ndvised ko join the
Hrarishing Family  husinpss From 1835 to 1957, he  travefled b ety noak
arl eomier of Kashmir aned Morth West Frootier. But his interest was minee
i literabure gl other fje arts, In the meantime, he married Drumaxynnt,
the dasghter of his oollege professor Jaswant Rai, who ac wer lurve menbioned,
wit the Hrst fo take hi out of his conservibive shell,  Talented Damayant|
Wi among the frap fen girls who came forward 1 ploy Feminine rales o bhe
Girvernmeip Calloge stage in Lahore, Matirilly, a busisessman's life comld
oot have any attrction for soeh n conple,

"Bt the experienes | Eained liews by coming dn oomenct with ap LM Fing
variety af human tepes b helped me a great deal in my wark s an actar”
Hilfraj clecliores,

URING Tir tours, whmneses he came to Delhi he stayed with Big cousin,

the fameus joumalist and oolumnist, J, M. Sahni. The association with
I- N, influeised him cosiceralidy and Ealvaj started a weekly, Maorday Mos-
dng, with Tais calbeagees B, P, L. Bedi amd Jog Parvesl with o small capital,
The journal, however, did o became & commercial nsecess and had to fae
closed down within sy maivifis,

Uncleterred by the failiyre fn his initial attempt in the jourmalistic held,
he comtivued to write apd gruchsally swan recognition a5 a good short abary
wrilter in Hindi,

But short siney wriling and journation alvoe could ool ENEWer eoonitmic
peede. So he went nway with his wife to Culeuten in sarch of mew svenues
of life, His Father was ipset at the news and knowing his som's Riexncdal
pusitlon boo wall senk lim it el pa rinpees b TG, and wired him 1o -
tum immediately o Bawalpindi, Failing which he himself would run dawn i
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Caleutta, Balm| was campletely confused op fhe recelpt of the blegrim ang

« thid mat fnow whitt ty e, He had o brain-waye, He wrode out iy the repfy
telogram that ke b soenred § jaby gt Tagoees Shanting
i home during e Ponja halidays, '

It was ensy fo wire that he hod Rancled a job at Shantiniketnn, higt 1
BECUTE Dl wag g Ptvdibenn, Anyway, fhe ciuple decidod 1 oo i Shanii
niketan gni Iy, Whils thiy werp pleading thedr citge with Krishng Kripaloni,
Wher was i charge of the fiastitiriog, Gunsdey Tagnre happened o come fhers
o see idg ,r_:r:uui'-n:luughu-r. wha weis married o Eripalani, Balraj they turned
B Cunsdev prg guested that he gpd Ry wike shonild |y allowed to seny
there b justify theqr telegram home and that thew would maintEin emsplpaeg
M the bamdped nupees they had, © Copyde s moved at his story, [je
emdled nnd gy - Well, young Man, ¥ou are richer thay me, At least, yoy
have gt Ly dred ipecs with yow, T huyen' B0t wvom that amuount. Bt Vi
need not spend g Money for staying hers, Yo will be given o o~

These wrdy whiled the problem for Balraj.  From 1837 1 188, by
wwarked g1 Shantiniketay 5 8 teacher of Hindi and Englitsh, Here gl bie
had & chanes 1y take ootive bt i pliy-production, Ty fhe meantiie,
Damayanti, who hag cinpleted hep indermeidinte o Ravenlpineli, die) hee B.A.
thern, Dhuiving s "y in Shantinikers Bulraj came in conts

et with celo-
brities Iike Mandlal Bose, Kshitimahag Sem, Gunadiag Mullick

and  athers, -

OWARDS the eng af 1998, Shrimar; Ashadiey; Arpanayakam, 5 cnesagler
for  Gandhijis scheme of R Edueation, happened  pg  yisg Bhant.
iketan, Sk peked up Balraj ax ome of the franslaturg for' By Basje Eu
Gution Scheme, g Balraj gy Dasmayant shifted 1 Wirdha, . Herg hir wag
dusigoed the tagk of vidlecting ihe reports in English and Figdp for the Ram.
garh Sessian of ghe Inddinn Mg Congress, which T alza atened,

He Tad gpent neirly nine moarghs g Wardha when g day he was i
Farmed to his iapper Surprize thag g foreign visitog, wi

® had come 1 Lonrathii,
wanted to meet him,  fa ruglied o Candhifi and fogsg him tonversing wish

Lionel Flolden, why wis then the Controdler of Browdeasting iy, [natip, Ruj-
kumar Amri Kour waz gky there,  Fiokden e Fespeel  Fop
Gandhifi, Now fhat b wiemg BWug to London to join the BBC, he wanted 4
Hindi announcer for BRC aned wag dlscussing whether Baleaj could tale i
the job, Balny had alrvacy e DEpErienee i Indiz i |'1h:l.:|.|:|r_-.|:ri|:-g. Paing.
ing bowrnds Canchifi, b i, "Herm iz my emnpliver, Yo, may sk him"
Hather tenwillingy, Candhifi gave s cansent,  Soon Bulbre] ang Damaynnt
Hew g England, Thar was in May, 1940

Balrt] proved gy b quite popabir witgh the BBC by laaking after the
Hindi Section, relaving mig plays apd Enterviews iy Hindi, Tn ihe M-
bimee, Hitlor ki fet booss s blits, Damayvanti stiyved At Stratford-on- Aven

B dhe bag jodned’ the
BRC, Aftor four PR sy iy England, the Sabnds refympd o India fn 1944,

ketnn ang vl pe.
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Halmj*met aoe aof his old friends Cheton Anand jn Bombay, who revealed
er b Elsal b Bl ediickes] his feacher’s Job ok Hwe Doon School and lad  al-
reucly played the e i o pictores, Meene and Aaban. Balraj was fasci-
meteel v the stories of his Frienc,

Balwij and Damavanti  went away e Kashmir fo meet their bamilies,
Chetan Followed them and sid thor he Bad finalised plans for the prodoction
of Neechy Mogor with the oo-operation of W. 2. Ahmed and  that Balraj  amel
Diamayanki chranfef [1|:|.}' the lead.  They aveepted the offer, came away i
Bamley immsediately.  Soon they mealived that Cheten's plans had  Faflen
gl and with that cume the prablem of fnding out & living.  They Found
that Hery were abnest stramsded iy H|_||||E|;|}-_

Lackily, Prithvimj Bapoor gave an important role o Damayanti o his
stage-play Deeieas,  As the scheming  Fareigm vamp, Dimayanti's male proves
a sensational suoces which brought her some film moles os well,

5 for Balraj, he joimed the Tndisn Peopde’s Theatre Associnbion, He

directed & popalar play Zubeida written by K. A, Abbas. Tt had a dis-
tinguished cast besded by Dev Anand, Chotan Aoand, Uzma Mumtaz, Hamid
Butt amet Abboz ldmself,  Woddng in [FTA was o new expecience for Balrai,
He came to know the close link between the people and the open ir dramas
peeformed by the IPTA ond realised the necessity for such a bive contsct i
ever a really people’s theatre was to develop in Indin.

Inn bebween, be played minoe roles in Phoni Muzemdars Justice and Dur
Chafert, Meaowhile, e got o pew break ns the associate director of TPFTAS
vo-operative blm, Dhorti-Ke-Lal, He played g leading role with Damavanti
in this meving sagn of the Bengal Famine,

In 1947, however, be Faced calamitics from many sides, He lost his life
partner Damayanti who passed owsy after o brief illeess. Came the historic
Partitbon amd his entire family wos uprooted from their Tome i Rawnlpinsli.
Towards the yexr-end, he pot a role s the hera opposite Nalind Jaswant in
Virendra Desai’s Gunjen which completely Sopped. 188 was g eritieal yeas
For him, Ty 1946, e was in jail For fve momghs For taking part in a procession
el bl gy sbend his :-;|||:|_||'j||ﬂ e Hulche! under ]'"C'Ilﬂ."d =T,

Slowly things changed.  Chetan Anand entrugted lim with the work af
writing the soreenpliy and dinbagee for Bac=l. By a peculiar emlnedderions,
Fin ':rq.|.r|'-..-i|1.', whis was then |:-I|5.:|.' wirth the 'il:‘f'il:lt af Hwm L’_!.l:. wWEe ﬂﬁ}-inu in
i hitel pext-deor to Balraj's plice.  Both becsine Friends and used to discass
thedr respective scripts. The maotual understunding that denveloped  between
them bed Zia to cast him in the main ke in Hum Lag

Bath Boozi and Hum Log proved very succossfol and  Balbef's brying
pericd appeared to be at an end, Huwm Log gave him a gond bresk as an
actor and he seured  fmportant foles i Filmiston's  Badnom, Manmohan's
Akasty, Abbasa Raelii and Asha Béswass Bozoohuay, But it wag the mle of
the ever-struggling peasant who yeams for o piece of land in Do Bighs Zamin
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that sky-rocketed Balrsj 03 4 front mnk slar.  Right in the wake of this siee.
CRS% comee hix memoealilo portrayals in Avdad, Carnn o anil Seemug,

Ameng lis - ather ntevarthy pichires ape Rathpatli, Pardeshi, Bk,
Lesfremati, Chiary Baben, Sntta Bozogr amel Heers Mo, i mocemt gutskangd-
ing films inglsle Binctiy, Nai Muo, Aneeradhe, Kohulivaly and Bhaliii by Chyy-
i,

He tried hiy haid at Bl direction i) Ll By,

ALBAL likes in ploy all sarts of roles rather thag I:-ri|:5 teped for a porti.

cilar pattern of chioneters, He bolieves that 1 play any mlp to Peries-
tem the artist muest know apg underdtand the peopls, i, Enust symgiathise
with thedr ke, It g only when an arbise idenitifies himeelf with il
tvpe of people whiom he portrays oy screen that he will be able to deliver fhe
wranila,

Balraf is 0 profife reacdar and hig favausitg authary make o farmidable fist,
The notalle Amng them are Tagors, Shakespears, Premchand, Tephal, Majrmah
Sultanpierd, . Krishan Chander st Among Punjaly WEEteTs, ha adoeeg Muanal;
Singh, Prof, Malin Singh and Amriry Pritam. g deviste; ctmsiderahlp
amount of bis e o g et Indiun ang forelgn Niteratyye,

In spdte of his extremely basy work connecteg with his work in the fims,
be makes it & poing |o spend as much Hme g possibile with his wife ag child.
ran.  Hiz son Parfkshj bas already acted I Mitin Brose's Depdar while bz
dlanagdibery Shalmam and Sanober, whe From his secon] wife Sandosk, iaki
a likeable Family, e Bahmis stay i o quict bungalow g Juhn and enjoy
nathing moee than 4 hearty swim in e FiEL

Balraj eajoyed bis tour of e Soviet Undon g a member of the Em dele
Eutlon during the Indign Film Festival held there, 15 superh perfarmance
in Do Bighs Zamin Zive him this Ppporbusmity, Avearding g him, he has hees
able fo Joam g Ereat deal from the Sowiet Union, Oy hiz petum, fp serilised
his diary of the fur in & Bombay filmy weekly, [t madg Very inderesting regg-
g Lately he hag vigihed Bassin and other eoumtripy swvernl tmes to take
part in fllm festivale g ¥outh conferences. Tl learaing From his gwy U
rience, from the lives of i penple and e vaperiences of other calinEris,
Balraj seaks wvergreater heights e on artig,
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BHARAT BHOOSHAN

AVING scaled the dieey bheights of natioewlde fome ot thelr very st

serpen-appearones, few starg hove strog@led as lzied a9 Bhorst Bloeshan
o siick b film acting w1l getting another broak years laters In amy atlser ooiims
irv n star, who book the flm-wardd ly storm Derough his masterdy acting like
Bhorat Bhooshion’s in Bhelr Kabie, woubl have eosured for him o fl’.l|:|-r:|1||-c'
among the higherasps of sercen-histrionkss,  But thamks to a parsdox peculiar
ta the Ietlan fm indostry, after his sensationally soccessful Glm debot, Bharot
b ligewally to starve in ceder bo remain in the topsy-turvy profession of Rlm
acting,  “But for the escouragemsnt osd Insplestion T got from my wilie, who
stondd by me as the sole compandog In those trving Hmes, 1 would lave lefe the
lm-world with a broken heart™ Bhome admils,

The fuct that Bharat Bhooshan sheod like 0 mock amidst those viclssitudes
till he reached the top nug of the ladder agaie, 2 0z mugh a tdbate po bis
devotion to film ark as the love and affection of hiz wife whe proved a tower
of strength te lim when everything seemed to have been lost.

HARAT had a cravlng for sm arlistic career sinee his childhond,  Boen

on June 14, 1923, 1w is the vounger of the two wons of Rai Bahndur Molilal
of Meerut, The family had a unique trodition in the legnl field. His uncle
wis Legal Bemembroncer to the TLP, Government and then, for scemetime,
the Chief Justice of Malva States. With such a backgrourad, Bhamt was na-
turally espected to take ap the Jegal career.  He studied st Dhanma Samai
Intermediabe U:'“I'EE. Aligarh, and oldained his B, ar Mesrat.  Father had
alvesdy prepared the professienal ground for Bhorat and as he was about o

grodm Bharat for & legal jol in the Covernment, Bharat expressed a preference

for an art carcer and against parentn] advice amd oppositian, he went to Cal-
cutta, to seek a joln He had 5 fair for music ond was a good singer limself
at sehadd and college.

After the usual fnitinl disappointments, someone mtrodoced Bharst to Di-
rector Kidar Sharma who gave him the minor rols of a dissiple inoan Ashram
in his Chitralekfie. But this was hardly g stable beginning For cme who yeamned
for o [ermament art-gareer, "

Bharat Bhooshan coubd not score any mone contracts and, feeling frs-
trated, when he was about to retorn bome, came an unexpected chance, Pro-
ducer-divcetor Sharma of Unity Productions, Caleutta, was on a look-oat for &
“mumtly” fuce for his Bln-bisgephy of Kobir, He had already made plans
o cust thal penowned singer of classionl muasic, Pt, Omkarnath Thakus, for the
title-male, bt & enewting with the susve, saft-spoken Blarmt made kim change

= T T T T —
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his mind,  Afer seving Bharat's well-chiselled, sullime faos Sharma said o
himsell: *Here is gl Kalir | lave been wiiting for”. A best was soon ar
rngerd,  The [agn Mazharkban, then gn fmpartand star of Unity Produgtions,
wis alwo strick by Blarate Imgreziye permnality and he himsedf pregares] e
muke-ugp,  Bharat ippeared exactly a5 Director Sharm b visialined i
Kabir for the soreen,

DF-':i]"JTlf the fuct that this was Jis Brst major appearanee oo wereen, Bha-

rat almest lived the mle of Kabis. His mewing pecformaney was EpIpe-
cluted  tHironghout the coifilry.  Those wers (e dave of intense cmnEmil
disharmony.  The Papailar refruin of Bhake Kahir's “blisan"—"Ehaj man Brign
Fiahim, Bhj wean Krivima Kariw” and the shirring message of commues) unity
Impslicie in the B lent it 4 natiiial significance. Bkt Kafie wag hailed e
i memarable milestone i bindiong flm inchastry, & pey whir rose oo the har.
2om af Blmdom in Bhart Bhowshon,  He wog many plandits for the rale. The
Mayor of Caloutt presented him with & sifver suwvenic as o token of appee.
iation.

I the: wake of nationwide popudarity, Froducer-director W, 7 Alkmed ot
Shalimar Pictures signe] up Bharat for two of his ambitioms films, Shooe Krisfng
Blaguen and Rupuily Rifasthan. Bhara) migrated to Poong and wag lntes foined
hy his wife, Then sarted fhe ast critical period of hig life, The affalrs of
Shalimar Pictures were spap i the dobirums gl Pictures anmounced witly o big
fanbare could not o an the s, After miomthy of uncertaimty andd chars, W, 7
Ahmed Iefe for Pakisr, Blural Bhooshan, who Fad made s wonderful stare
with Bhaks Kabir, hud ta wnclerga a trying spell of abwetitity amel beart-lreaks,
His two films were kepe lalf-fnished. What was warse, hapeful of his contrget
with Shalinar, be had cardie refissed an offer of o “saintly™ mele From Bengal's
famous dircctoe Dichul; Bose, The scuttling of the Shalimar ship keft Bharat in
micl-stream,  Ie g s wifie wra af Poa, “There were nu cligys buet manpihs
when | hadd neither work por maney, Bk for my wife's sympathy and encoom:

grment, I don't ksow what | wauld have done” he says remembering s
erifies |r.:|_l.'-:,

After a groelling strgple, be stapted Eething  roles in ®ims which were Ly
"t means ntewarthy,  As 0 mewcomer 1o Bombay. he had to start kis serper
career almost all vver again.  [r wys during this period thas Bharat Blesdinn,
the colebrated Kohir of Inclian screen, had 3ot in Blms like Kiv & Yo, Bt
Hahen, Sohag faar, Belurz, Chaboed, Ddelhor, Chitvean, Ek Tha HRofe, Thes,
Binm Darlar, ete, o ke the hoise B burning,

Hf_'l\"r'E'l'IiE. his performatce in Ambien impressed people.  But 4F was Bom-

bay Tolkies' Mg, dirccted T Bimal Aoy, that gave him the necessary Hih
Thewe was an inteviely humag baskground o Bharat's memoralle perteayal in
this picture. In life, by s deprived of mother's love at ag, carly age. Mo
wonder, in Mear, e Breathed e into his charmoter, opposite Lecls Cleitnis wis
acted the title-rale,
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Fallowed Anondmath, Paheli Shadi, Haomari Duniga, Farmaiah and Ladki,
" But the biggest break of his carcer came in Prakash Pictures” Baliy Bawrs, di-
recbed by Vijay Bhatl, The Alm proved o roarng box office hik and establisles
Bharat Bhinoshan ameng the top atare.  Followsd the title-roles in Vijay Blutt's
Chaitange Mahapeoldur, which earned him the “Filmfare” Award for the hest
acting, ol Sohiab Mudfs Miese Chalib, the soreen-bdography of the celebiratod
Urclo poct, which won the Prosident’s Coll Medal in the Siate Awards, Bliarst
Blsocshan hod staged a glorioos comeback and how!

Hiz impressive line-up of pictures includes Pooja, Shabab, Meensr, Basom
Balver aved Bevi. Tn the kst-oomed, he at last got the opporbonity he hod decin-
ed while working at Shalimar Pictures, Poona—to wark in o Debaki Bose pie-
turc.  Bharat’s other notable pictures inchide Amanad, Sohoi Mehbesl, Kol
Hamwera B, Gateway of Tndie, Chompakali, Teen Bhai and Chaidrekonia. His
recent anes include Rand Rooganati, Smwan, o which he played a double role,
Mahakawl Kolides, Farmnl & Raot, Angulimals and Cleumgzld,

D ESFITE all his suceess, Bharat has remained unbelievably modes, Onee a

rode hos been sssignied to Tim, lis throws himself heart and sonel fbor ik
He makes a deep study of his characterisation, For Chaitenga, he gpemt coms-
dernbile Hine in shadying all the availsble ltesature to make the robe o succes.
His wife aleo helped him a lot in dodng that research.

When Bharat had realised almost all his dreams about an art-career and
Whem he was riding high on fhe srging tide of orpen-popularity, le got o ter
rible set-back in life. His wife, who had stood by him through all his erials,
pomsed away an Mew, 12, 1954 abber glving birth to o daughter, The loss pravel
unbenrable for Bharat.  Both of them had known each other since Hheir child:
hood at Meerat.  Their first child, also & girl, was Tom in 1993, ton years abter
their marriage, The responsibility of bringing up the two kids fell on Bharat
el b has been discharging fhat duty admizahly.

He spends most of his spase-tims in reacing books. He has a well-kept
liheary and his favourite aothors ineluds Kahlil Gibran, Theen, Eugene O¥eil],
Hemingway aned James Joyee,

IKE all stars, Bhomt has many mberesting experioncns during his screen

career, Amemg these he feclingly recalls an incident ofter the release of
Choitaniga Mohoprabivi. He was faken to 2 ‘meth’ af Chaitanyn i Caloutta,
Here the reception he got made him realise the podentinfity af the #ln medizm,
I"l.-n-!lte vieel with cme amother in touching his fewt. It broight besrs ta his Fyes
It was o glosiows tribute bo his performance in the et

A young girl fon ook o fancy For him after Boijm Bewer and expressed a
desire to marry himy taking him o be o romantie type ke Baijo. Bharat askoed
ber b apo Cheitosga Mohopralby where b played an ascetic. That did the
trick!  The girl recovered her poise and got happily married to somenne else

As n child, Bharat's fivoarite hobby was horse-riding.  Onee he nomrowly
missed Leing crushed under 2 mare affer the naaghty creature had thrown him
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crowds on the platform. Panclitji's tmin passed avary to his great disapgoednt- fi
|
T\Al,'||1:\--|,|.||'|' WY |:|I:|'| ||.;' [RIL l;|||.|| |l|h"||.||; g Fe thds missed chance 4
whienn hie was reeeivind by Prime Mindstoe Jowsaharlal Melmue ot Mew Delki in
1955 after the State Awards fmction in which 1 sharming wvehicle Mirza Ghalid |
v the President’s Gold Medal as the best feature-Sm.
Froen the min-oway vouth in search of an arf-career to one of Bimdeom’s top
|

stars, Bhomt Bhoogliom hog made the grade in lds charactoristie modest woy,
A what does thin seocesafol star say teday about the Blm coreer?

Well, his reply & no Joss chamctedstic of tee mang "1 Jove this art-forms and
alsn thie |'H"|'||'|]|_' coimeded with "

Milel-mannered ancd g-'."nlll.- te the oore, Bharatr Bhooashan is far from ghe
lenid, back-thumping glamour-laden 8w idul of popalyr conception, Rather, be
strikes ooe a5 a self-cMacing intellectunl who has strayed indo the tinsel world
al the mpvies,

There &5 a Boesse abaut his manners which strikes ome as o hallmark of
sl |.-n:~c~:|'.||_u:. His t‘lllli'il'r!':l ETreliy |IE||II'|:'|‘||.'|, have o delicssy all their own, His
Langlster is mre, but hearty.

Iy Glonghad, his Hme-honoared repiatatiom a2 “u ooshiome hern™ was hard
et bir best and he bas come out with flviog colowrs i the infrieate social male
ITe hns omee again proved tlat his speciality i@ oot only dresmy poeds and dovio-

1 } . b
tiominl siints.  Fle is coually ot home as an “carthy™ social pa.

Mo dooht, witl his sericus approach toe work, Bharat Bhooshan seems to be
destined For still higher hooours,
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minating flm-goer, be mokes i a point not to mis cutstanding inbernatioe)
films, He likes the acting of Homsld Colmean aned Fpencer Tracy, He has rogd
all thr monismental warks of Fudovkin on acting, directing and film technique,
He has abso gone through the full sourse of Lowdon Dramatic Arks, He enjoss
nithing move than reicling and re-rending Shakespeare,

Whenever he matehes soime ol moenents from his heavy studin schednle
be mowss e T fuvairrite Irllc'e?:.:.- buient, Kleanshla, Duiring the amteloar shiwt.
ing af Shamsdcer, we e the PBPITINItY b aceompany him to Khanedalg il
the plesant time we spent dip fuis COMNEky pave us vlvid shimpses of his genins
15 0 socially corscicas artiste,  His cheery dHsposition Jemls un alr of disurming
bty evervwlion:, Incleerl, with Avhol g the set, the whole wnit v
ane: e impression of one hoppy Family,

Ag o ehild, Ashok vwas ridher dliy and reserved anxl ofitd pot mix exsily with

peaple. bt lis intelligeiee had ke proples by surprise even then, e ape
greit ambibivn wis tn travel sne see fir all countries,

I b beasiares many & THeiRand memairy af his bonr af Europe and the Suviee
Lnicn fallvgine i vis to Lapdagy ami] F.Zh-m: for the Tocatlon shadimng ol

4. K. 0y w&h-_ ) ] 1om fy Indi: =1]
High Troenmissiamer, Mr. Krivhng Mewan, The press WA§ wer surprived at lis
- romarl e

meslest remark T 7o leart-hmbher-,

After finlshing e slooting of Nawz, he had 2 burried trip ncross Enrops:
He was musch impressef b Pragoe, e Sweden to be & prosperois conntey,
likeel wrt treasures and weelie mirkring of Ttalys St Poters Cathedral Paris
appeiren b hing longer He gay Paree of yore, “Thore was np speirkle i the
eved ol tw people and flu laghter wos anreal™ e Was appidied by the des-
brsction of Warsaw ansl mtfyer sitivs.  He aptenced e gl Festival at Warssw
and made g speech though no Indion film waes sl there,

His hectic tour of thi Sevict Unfon whicl Jie visited I respanse 4o g e
ctal invitation has left vivid memnrios, Tl soviet peaple were g vimple =
we in Todin, He flew ayop Leningrad an stayed in Musoow fop eleven davs, Hao
wam tremeidonsly mpressed by thir Sooipt tige-craft,  The devices on stage e
Facde-in, fade-ont gisl U Pr-iipsing wers rodlly wonderful, Th Mastic inake-
up which wis in vage ghery fascinated him, e regrels immensely thae he dig
nid lewve i téme in g anid see i great Pidovkin at that Hise gl lse
beand the wews o the radio thaat Pusbenvkin was 31, Pudovkin, he halds, wis i
mutstunding gening of the lm, has vead all his importont works, &gl ki
pet ambition & to follow fis Pt trmilled by Pudovkin as hoss ai he could,

It was in the fitness of itz that his consistently good acting iy his pount.
less film mymitents won him ghe Sangeet  Matak Akadeni's coveted annonf
Award iy 1099 for host acting, The Award was preseated by Tnehia’s Vjog.
Predident Dr. 8. Rodhakrishaan 4t a speclal funcbon &t New D,

s
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BINA RAI

INTHDAYS have evidently bronglt mamy lappy retirns o Bina Bai, the
anart and sweet-tempered charmer of tee Duedian sereen,  She wos boem on
July B 1932, and sipee then many an impoctang event i her life has taken
place an her birthday, She got her frst 8w costeact on July 13, 1930 and ler
first fibm was pedoased on ber next bitheoy,  Agoin, it wos om ber birtheay in
1852 thut sle was engamesd o the popular hera of the Indion sereen, Premmath,

There ars very few cises in the history of flmdom where enthasiastic
sercen-aspirants liave risen i stardom by meplying to advertisements calling
Far netors arel metresses. Bina R '||:I.J:-]1|*ﬂs te be one such rvite,  In P,
Producer-director Kishore Sahn offered e, 25000 throngh Filtvedindia for on
eiducates] and enlbured gid te play the eroine in his Kalighots, Humsdreds rep
liedd o thiz sdvertisement aned HITHEE the momermis |:||r|.c|'i|].:||'ﬂ called Fior  ilse
strpenstest, Bins Boi impressed Soba with o couple of other gids and wos as
sigmed the Ferninine lend in Katighste. And this event marked the himing poist
in mmldbions Bina's life,

OBRN in a respectable middde class Family at Labore, Krishan, (that {s Rina’s

real mame) evinced a great liking for films from childhood. She was a
regular flm-goer with her pareisks and enllected phates of her Favourite movie
stirs |ike all film Fass. Thaoks to her Hking for mugic, that popudne singing
etor of the Indkion sereen Khorshid was Ber idol.  Her father Mr, Sarin, an olfi-
ciul in the Western Bnilvweay, |'||.:*rn|r||4_r|_'|;| ler im hes pursaid of the Gise arts smcl
ehe lsirt music and doseing, Sl haed hee eduention Rrst at Lobore and oo pilss-
ing the matriculation, she joined the Isabelln Thoburn College at Lucknow,
Sl was quite popalar of colbege dramaties and cultural gntherings.

Al through her edecativanl coreer, she continued o tnke a live nterest o
films, When she replicd the Filmiodic sdvertisement o lser youthiul kney ta
Liccaime a fm dor, she never ook §t s a serious altcmpt to dardom, When ibe
call came for the interview, she was busy with ber intermediste examination
il could meet Kishore Sabw only after o month,  Ter parents had wat the
slightest inkling abeut ber effoviz to juin the ilms and, therefore, ber selsction o
play the heroine in Kalighoto come to them as o nede shock, They vehemently
appased the idea. But Krishnas threat to go oo hungerstrike exerted just
envagh préssure oo her porents to bring them mund to her viewpoint. Bt
this should be your frst and last flm.” they warned her.  And whes we met her
oo the sets of Kolighets, Bina appeared slightly wervous but excited at the sud-
e realization of her desams To aur query o she foond the fls-werdd and
iz peopde, she said: “The people with whom I am warking  have hoen
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Bima Ral, Fromnath and jhas sen Fremmath Jr. enjoy a mosios interlude ui
howe, The Junisr crepled § pesw record by appearing befnre tlhs E0vie-camery
within leas than six Bowrs of lels bivis,

miew anid 1 enjoy warking with them.” When asked whether alie cisfike iy
partiular sspeet of fin-making, she o e quipped: 1 have never bees s
to hating things.”

FITH the releaso of Kaliphaia, Erishma Sarip shap up inbo stardwm g Bin
Rai thrugh her cilgtivating pedformapee, Thus, Bing Bai is ome of those
singularly fortunate ty rise o sardom and Fame withat the inevilalile stropgles
and beart-bresks.  Parentq) PEreitien. b coaled dawn with e swoeesifil de-

hat. She got the main pojus i Sapnc, Sangam, Awrat, Shols anl Aserbali g
thms atained & mpkyrer cammand over listrianges,

While m the sets of Varma's Awrat, Bina Al her Tern Premnath fell in
love with cach other, theiy ramance Jeading o ey engngement on July 13,
1052, Thdr mAFriage on September 2, proved a popabar evene of Kimduen, Fer:
it iz interesting o regall 4 hearty tete-adete we hodd wadtls Premenggsh im 14951
much before he was cost oppesite Bimg Ral,

“Will you marry & B stard® v easially asked

"Wa, never,” was Prem's quick regply.,

"Are you opposed in IO ge
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"0, . T like ehildnen very moch, But alout gotting marded | am 2 bit
eatifused o mgke up my mind, . ., An astrodarer has $old me g | Wwill b
Erttingr marriod in Dy r=-MNovimmhes 11853), o I am walting,™ L expilimines,

Well, the nstraloger proved very nearly cormeer aned Premn proved e s
Wrong—he did marry g ilm star nfter all,  Thedr marringe was o take place on
Movember 21, Prem'’ birthday. But as oth were invited to Americy os men.
bers of the Ladian Fiig Delogation,: their wedding wag arranged earier 1o e
alde them to speid their baseymioom i the 150, -

After Hheir marminge, Prem Moated his independent Flm vangem, PO, Fiim
Unit and  prodyced Stemufs and  Privongy aof Cetepncla fin Lievnenloe] with
Bimt a3 the hroing, The relome of Shagufa eoinciclp with the birth of el
first child, Promnat), Tuircr. Inciclentally, Premy Jumiar kag the umicpae diskine-
tion of fucing o encrvie-cqimemm within six liours of hig birth Daddy Prempath
wanbed & few ghots af g oew-horn lkike for his Frisvaer of Golconda dpd lar

this parposs e Cevionlor comern weis specially token to the materniy hoene,

More than amy élse hlem, it wos Aol Hae stuhilise] Bina’s reputatiog
2 an aecomplished star, Her athes inypsairtan pictures dnchide Cranhar, Sardar,
Madh Bhare Nafu, Tnsamityed, Dhereesly Mowellied, Hainerg Woirtan, Madikr Banefl,
Chranfrakanitve qnd Talazh. She has sheged o wenderfy] enamie-hinck by her m-
marble pedormance iy Claenghar, which has won her the “Filmifare™ Award.
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DAVID

OU amd [ can pever fooget Johs Clacha, because he is such 5 ndes man,

He iz affectionte, affable and |"'".|!|'|."|"|1|"'1:,l hinest althoagh a hoot-begger, We
iligl nat in the beast hate the lamao John Chacha for boot-legging. Lifs was like
that.  We maw Jolo Chacha and life in the mw in 1. K, Films" Boaf Fodieh. Dae
vit o doven among our charscter aotors, won the “Filmfare™ Clare Award for
iz masterhy ]H’lrlr:‘l:-u.| af this lowvable chorectes,

Diavicl Abraham is 2 splesdid sporizman in life.  Ha playe moocd cricket aned
is cagrable of playing the ball and holding the bat ng the stantion would was-
rapk,  This versatile adaptability David has acmired through years of exper-
e it his multtfarions actvities, For Lyiwid, Mfe has heen a series of m'lli‘[;E{-g
arnf hattles.

Yes, David Abraham is versatile. Besides being an accomgplished actor,
hit i3 a beilliont conversstonalist, n gifted speaker, o sportsman, o gymnnst,
Jognl adviser and o Freomason. More, he writes poetry. He has written a col-
fecbon of poems which he has titled “Littde Dew Draps” and has characterized
itz ever-growing contents as “attempls at versification.” He has acted as o pe
leres ot Asinn Comes, officiabed as 2 judge at wordd olymplcs, given mnoming
caifmendaries at sparts-meels. He ls connecled with many sports assoctations
in Bombay in varime copacities.  Fe has served ng & master of ceremombes fit
countless fanctions.  His sparkling wit and devistating asides ot parties sned
eniil pet-tomethors ligve unl:;til:iugl:.' l:""-""'“‘CI to he the ]i[:_n_m_'mg- nectar of all
such oceasions,

l’] AILING from a talented Jewish fumily that settled down in Kolaba Dis-

wict of Bombay State & eorly o3 the Bfteenth century, David Abrham
wus bomn on June 21, 198 at Bombay. Unforiunately, he Ioat his Either o the
ape af Bve. Hi elder hrodher !‘|I:l'.|1|g||1 him up amd b f5 Full of Eml:[tuﬂﬂ to his
brother who has been o Friend, & guide and 2 great saures af inspimtion, Con-
sequent of the continous stay of many centuries in Malsirpshira, his Famiky has
achupbed some of the finer traits of Maharashirian cubture.

Bore, indeed, is & chikl who iz st the same time, mterested in such dliverss
whjects az physical eulbure, lterature, dramatics and dancing, David, hivweyer,
wis sach o kid.  He began his education st the 56 Joseph's Schoal, Bambay,
Hig intercsts varied from athletics to aestheties, He prophetically chose his oo
recr at the age of eleven, It all happened thos. The elder brother was a gifted oc.
Ioe, & critie, & produces of amatear plavs, a scheal bescler and a histrivmic inspi-
rubion for young David.  Ope day he ook the yoangster i the Coronalian
Theatre to witness a religios Jewish drams in Marathi written and staged by
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DAVID

Josepls David, 4 Macztra of drimatices Hombay, After the Hrst act, the clger
brother toak D bsck-stage ane introduced him to Prodycer Joseph. “Weq),
what would you Jike o

B wlpey ¥ grow upf”, asked Producer Jaseply Do,
“An aghor,™ repiliex] ternagnr Digyid

Aliwaham jmr;nl_:uu'lmi'_r. But it took
gizkeen yoars of huczards for David o mhis

un his adin,

His familty wanted 15 groom him for a legal carese und he wax trained for
thee Bur, Davicl's makn inkerest i Momng days was physical cubtite and he wog
& regilar wisitar to ple Akladas, s Family weas |_-.||:|:.--.i~|.'.-|-|.-|||r|.-||--n:i::»-cl'r-.;r amil
wane of his eldors exceflog ot athletls featrs, ™ = managed to get every possihe
prize in the collegn Rl eohelarship ™ David sys with o emile, F, wsedd 1o

writit Foe wnriag magazines and has wan g namber of prizes in aloegtion
Crnpsts

His main inberesps i collegn weps spirts
He wis & shudogt member of thy Bombay
wirked in the eirle-thirtieg swiely that idal
Meberally, He gridluated wish
e g perivd of T T umntinpl
be could hoye ot job in the

» Amateur dramatics gy elnsnting,
ravineinl Congresg Committee qrd
of nativaalist vouths n fodin, Yief
literabygre from Wikan College in 1930 Faljoyn.
ormitiet for sesieq years” as lie baits it OF caimse,
Covernment Service, By being a stanngh pat-
ricd, be did not care for it even lnder mast crifiea] cireumstan cpg Dharing this
Period, apart frm political wctivities, he firted with law, orgnrived athletic cluhg
and fnclulged i Amuteur theotricals, Az an amnteeir artist, David made ap-
Pearince before moyig BAberng in 1930 in g gileng ilen callecd "Cyelog e Cirl.” e
wie produced by Samr Film Co, saned dlirecte by IV P. Mishra, Te hiz grege
i ppaintsens, detar Yakgh diﬁful:r.ij_.{l:'-:r him ae that tipe and gidvised him
Vakili Kar™ "Bp 2 Brwyer™), This wig o period of trinl foe David because
pite afl ks intonsive efforts, he Failec g
minage to live on o pockey

dles-
ECt @ job to his liking gnd Bad o
=penss of Rs, 10 per montl,

DWEVER, il fam g chiaracter-gepoe 5 B. Mavumpally (who knew Dhavie
Sirom 1926 os hogh of them werg tha discdples of the samse physical el
ustaed] managesd o P David it the wirld of flen-acting, Wi, hiz haly
T, Nayampally theaghe Duvidd would make g ideal professpe on screen, Flg
dntroducer] him b Prodlecer-dirosne M, Bhavnani ang at Tast Dhvig's Jishlazg

Periced came o gn endl. g laniary 15 1997, he Lt the starting salory of
Bs. 75 aned mads Hiis el in Bhavicnd's Fapfin, Dravid vividly remembiers i
eatly davs in films T wag g beaten man whg [ joimed Hu MHIviey, Therefars,
I bad tw start from o serifch amd had gy wark, plod along o fighit g way up
inch by inch” Tn betswee playing mleg i pchires, he ached s g clapper-bay,
it cimtiidey  elerl, nssistont dipeh; aed preichchiog manager and sequired 5
thoregh grasp aver different beanches of fifm-industry, The Ervoniing thop e
2ot under Blhsvmnog Provest very meful o him. He ] b L.L.B, in 194
and in the same Year came the fig restl bresik of his areer. Hia rols of Mdr,
Sharma in Bombay Talkies Nage Sunser broughi Ty ity linedighe Elangyhy fin
rectived anly Rs, 300 all tald for ot Then came B.T's grear Lt Kivmet. This







] DAYID

picture brought him furfler eredit ng n artist bt manetarily, he wais mile the
hetter,

But by then, the nams David hd become a hallemark for ingpired acting
and his versatile talent fonnd good Scupr in the varlogated Pattern of his sereen
mles. He has scted in more tian 75 petures and Eiven a number of outstand-
Mg performances bt by saye his best i vol to come, Dravid las & dislike for
Hiosa milk-and-water tvpe of moles and prefers b putray rougly, intricale gho.
raefers. OF his enrlier rales, be likes Lis pertormances in Kugy Dipsai's Clpey
Liooind and P, £ Atre’s Tansser. Hie portrayal of the machinvellig Shakuni
in Dravpgdi, prodiced gd dlirechx] by Babiuran Batel, ranks amangst hds besp
periormances, i performances |y Bagé Poligh and K. A Abbas's Mimng stand
umexcefled.  With all this, hp i ot & menied man. He wanld haye been i ke
bad inslsted on strict piyment fom some of aur produgery, His ather notnhle
rales inciudg Pariig, Niiyga Toeranis, Doty ke Lal, Nal Dhermaganti, Chandud Hiter,
Loy, Sarmaahi, Sargam, Haitra Char ete, Amang his maty meent perfor-
mancas, his portrayp] of Munjal Mohty in Prakash's Patroni stoands i a ey by
itself. g recot Pcturés include “Barkhia Bincllys, Puyar & Hyee, Kanoon and
Mem Didi, in which he e a topping performanos,

H!Fr' tastes and hobbiey gre varied.  He i3 fond of ball-room dameing, spaat

B in s virins, books 'ane amongst his best companions and sthletics ig seill
his craze, A map of punctiality and regylyr hakhite, evervhbody inecluding our
Blm producers haye 0 oevsan o complain abost Bl

In his Hat g Farel, his well-kept library capohs YHIE eye ab once with
U3 imprestive urray of some of wiorld's top-most and Farest auwthors and in the
adjoining rmam are (e tmposing levims, dumb-bell Al other physica] culbape
doviees.  Dhvid ynd af membirs of the Abraham family zealoasly care for gl
welb-boing of their nnd mel physligue
David i alwys 5 mich-sought-after ey, whether it j2 o filin-rale, & sopiaf
get-tugedher ar Spiiteameet,  He tkes delight iy descriling himss]f ag “w
Bl novmal, engilpoced individunl with 1o wrong like or disfikes god sayE
the major poeticn of hig time i o) fpent on the struggle for hig cxisteneg ang
of those who depeind oo him
Though belonging e A, over. ity Bran, b sl retudi thg fvenike
enthiesingn g youthiful mest foe Lifi,
A L¥reamir, Fagt, Puinger,
A Singer gnd Lower il
Tid like to be but Goers Frreidi
I'd love to be & okl
This is what he hog written about himself in hig Dewe Do, Nothing
condd be mer trie of David, the sy,
A staluare ameng our chuircter actars, he madestly suys, "I have shll o
Eive an aiibstanding  performagos.” Fascinnted and happy with life, Dianeiafy
ambition i5 i “partray teal roje; amd ta work HI the kst duy of my hife”
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DEV ANAND

0 ONE could have ever imagioed that o boyish-looking censor derk who

eould be seen hanging on bo over-crewded tramecars amd trxins aod wh
smpetimnes joined the pever-ending gquene of olfce-goers Bom Chorchgale Sk
giani to Ballord Estate would aoe day become coe of the leading Alm stars of the
eountry, T the thousands of screen-strock youths of the conntry, whose star
dreams have ended o gutters, the story of Dey Anapd should be a significa
podnter.

Diey's fllm coreer achually beging witly his literally gate-crashing into the
sncrosarat chambers of 4 movie magaate aod ll:u;'c,'lﬂg 2 herwy mole. Bat then
thee stury of his ectry ints Gz bas oot been as smeoth as @t sounds,

ON of a aativaalistaminded lvwver of r;;llIL]illilur in Engt Pangah, Dev was

hom on September 26, 1925 His anly assets before he gof a heeak fnlo
the mavies were his good educational background and his smiling faee, He hacd
his early traindmg ot a Convent School in Dalbousic and then joined e Gose-
erment College af Labore.  "College lite In Lohore In those days was n-ul[y
rniu:.:l.'l_;'l-r-. It was full of Hbe, gadety and Fun, ﬂ'u;npnl':-:l t that, the eollege
life in Bombay appears insdphl” Dew pecalls with nostalgic fervour,

3T il;llg-:inH_ his B with Tenonirs i 192, Dhew ;|p|;'||i|;|1 foe & past in the
Mave amed was almiest selechsd hist far his Fathes’s stroms psabinmiadiste ]-E.‘lll.';I'Lgs
which made Doy an msdepemadible element for the offcials of the Beitlsh
regime.  This made Dey come down o Bombay in search of a job only i be
comfromted sverywhere with that bogbhear ol all enemployed men—the “No
Vacuney” beard. He wet an importsnt flm peoducer and waited  foe the
promgsed flm robe for months tegether in vain,  In the ciccomstanees, he was
compelled & bake up a job a3 a clegk in the Censor department. Tt wis o war-
tome creabion and e duall, |||I;I-tl!"'.h;||||_ sk of ."||__||_l||_in5 atbier I|.|_1||_ﬂ-|":':-: le=tters mal
tm Diea's perves but be hod fo stick bo it for his beead.

TILL dreaming of a B career, he ased to rrEnh:- hiz frieds with his at-

tractive remdlerlng of Saigole melodiee.  In the meantime, he took part in
Amabenir theatrical: and his acting in LPT.AYs Zrfeide and his brather Chetan
Anmels Canw gave him the secessory trainiog and self-confidence.  And soon,
e doy he took cosrage inte both bads, smd managed to land himself in the
olfice af &r. Balrse Pud, who wng thes the chief esocutive of Prahbint Film
Co, of Poona.,  Mr. Pal was af frst baken nhack |_1!.' the |'||1|__||||||-"'.'||"'|_I of thia !,l'ﬂtltl:l-
ful gate-crasher, ot Dev's mave, gentls mEnner i|r||_:|fr::.;mj him anel bie gigned
bim wp for o magor role in Prabhats Hom Bk Hain which was the madden
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directnrial nsslgnment far writes P, L. Sanboshi. That wus s July, 143 its
theme midvocnted eommumal omd pakional unity. Hum Eb Hain inbroduced
four mew Faces—IDev A shsn; pfimun anc Famsmgh,
e

Acting before mivie camerng did sat turm oot te be as pasy as Dev had
originally thought, Often, be felt temibly nervous on the sets, particularty
while fucing acooeplished veterans Jike Durga Khete, His spells of fright at
times unnerved other members of the production unit.  For o moment, be
felt be would have to bid an obmpt good-bye to the Bm world, But he
graclially mllisd, shed his indtinl iwervimsness, broved the glare af arc-lights
and the entire amuy of bewildering clag-trap of a stwdin, He expresses v
gratituce to Durge Khote for the gaidance and encouragement she gave him
wiich instilled into him all the courape nesded o beome & Blm bers, “She
wis o bower of imspiration b me in thoss emburrassing moments,” wys Dev
telay,  "But for her svmpathy and understuncling, [ seould hove mn away
from studio sete and given up hopes for a Glm coreer.”

Hum Ek Hain was mlegsed and amang the new fices Dey appeirsd the
st promising.  His elary jumped from Hs, 00 to Bz L300 2 mosth,  He
alsa played the lead in Probhat’s Agg Badho. Bui being the war boam e
for the Tedion fm lihostry, Thev felt that it would be more aelvanita e
for hisn if T book to freelincing instead of sticking b one studio of g lmdbed
contract-figire, . Al fs once censor-clerk, with a dreamy book in his eves,
lwrched himself into the prosperous workd of fim stare. He was WY 300
co-starred withs Hee ".l\:'.l:|j|||__r| Ldies of the flmdom.

TRING his hectic flm coreer, he has plaved a sumber of versatile robes

bt iz i1|:d'|’.|'_'l!-'II|5 im Planji _'l.luj||1r|.-:|u_1"5 Hur Bhd Insen Hain, Mavbetun's
Baazi, Afsar, Andfeigon and Taxi Driver, Gurn Dugt’s feal, Abhas's Rali, Panl
Zilks' Ealzalr, BT. Workers” Badlven deserve gpecial memton, It was the
suceess of Anclfeipen ot took Wim to the Seviet. Unian ng a wwember of (he
Inctian Film Delegation. His other notshls films melade Titsaniyot, €1.0,
Funiposh,. Paying Guest, Berich, Neuw Do Coyarh, Sofvn Seal, Kalaponi and
Love Marrlage. His memorable performance in Kaoloponi won hém the 1559
Filsfare Award,  He had won the F.J.A Crtes’ Award én 1958 for his werk
i Munirafee, His recent notable Rlms incdude Amar Lpep, Menzl, Kolg Bozer,
Tali Note, Bevwidwri ko Baliy and Hiemi Done fn which he acts g doulsle role,

The popularity of his role 4 Taxi Driver in Baaz indpired his  elder
bratlser Chetan Anand o huaild up the plat of his production aroumd the same
churieter andl the plefure was Hiled Texi Dricer. He looked so realiste in
the make-up thit g during autdoar shoatsg near Toj Mahal Hotel, Bom-
bay, he was mistaken for o real tagi-driver Iy a forelgn vigtor, The boaorist
hadled Dey in the usual manner and asked him to drive tha: ki b Miarine Dirive,
D obiligesd st amve  Little did the oeoupant of the mxi keow that the min
at the wheel was not o professional chauffear bust Dhev Amund, the woll-known
Indinn Blm-star.




I35, s

af the
o i I




A N imporiant event of his 1.

ook place during the shosting
of Tan Diviver, His remanee with
hiz leading ludy Kalpana Kartik
culiinated it thesr sEcret mar-
ringe an Janoary 5, (554, Kalpama,
wl in_priy ; 2

Sinha, belngs fo_a_cullueed £
Mmma_m,mw
Chetan's wife, Uma, She made her

=t sreen appearance im May.
ketun's Bagsi, Many D Bintex] at
the growing friendship  Dbetwsen
Dev and Kalpana then,

The Dev-Kalpnna LTI - s
I'hr:r.:.;]a'.'n: :qr:] :.;:Hqg?ill:-:.:rtlﬁ:ll?.:ul E‘g’.’%ﬁnnﬂif" 5 quiet an alfajr z¢ Dev himaulf,
Buth v ond Kualpana s,
made-up for their rapective mfes in Taxl Driver for the mighe shooting. Sy.
denly they nsked leave Fram Producer-director Chetan Anarid ag retired For
fme Hme teoan aclivining apartiment where g Kepistrar of Marringes and 5
few chise friends wese presenl. The coremony was byief and salemn, The .
nruncemsent aboge (e witldiing, Bowerver, wis made mitathe afterwards,  Wieh
sehi @ qubed aretram ey marringe, he lived Up to hds wepatn tion o e of himg-
dam’s LnEssiemding s |a-||:-lr1-jr_5.--ﬁ|r}- B, Their resiclemtinf bungalow ~Irks
Park” is sitiassted iy [ictiresgise =rroundings at Juha, Thejr sy Buneef peoom.
panied them as ‘e vungest delopain” by phe International Fily, Festiva] at
Karlovy Vary in 105 They have absg a daughier wham they el Duving.

I_]E if soft-spoken and R ond,  genta mannecy bave earmed  him the

title of the “wftish ppe” From i sndic-colleagues, During his off m.
fnents, he likes to go for 4 Wi, Tead books gng play termis, He has 5 great
regard for literary ol and their creators, nnd apenly admits that he has been
consicerslyy influenced by g beast bwo of them ; Irving Stone'y Lust for Life
2nd Romain Rollands fagn Christaphe.  Fig reading taste ls varied He i
equally at home wip f}q'-:tllln'sk}-'r The Brothers K-:.-m?iﬂ-ﬂ'n]ql__ Somerest M-
gham’s OF Human Bondgge and Muanpassants intensely buman share sories, He
i% nn inbenisting varversalicanbist sn despite ol his modesty can raktle off o gaod
speech as he did an severnl oceasiong after his refiam from Sevigs Uninn a5 o
meenber of the Indin Film Drelegution,  He pykes an active part in fhe digoigs.
sicns about stary and allied bramches of Mavketans productions,  He foals that
Bl smicress of 5 pvture depend; a0 “lewr yoi et and present e min themme,~
Her beligyves gt the: Trslian Eilm-moers gp interested iy realishic Hlmy s i crviclepst
from the corrent frend of productinns. g g very hopeful about fhe FHENger
set of peaple who have entered the Mlan-indiastry iy ity different branches ang
bevls combilont thap phe buture of the §lm Inelustyy s in Ehajr hamads,

Weontinved on page GiE)




ortant event af his Life
ace during the shooting
iver. His romanee with

lody Kuolpana Kartil
vt their spcret mar-
nuary 3, 1854, Kalpana,
ate fife is called Mrna
ny oo eullured  fa-
inb and i & cousin of
fe, T, She made lwer
Appearnnee in Moy
4 Many had hinded at
i Frienslship  between
Ipana then,

Kalpana marriage was
affdr ax Dy himsolf,
and  Kalpana  wens
night shoating, Sal-
il anil redived For
u_ﬁ_'darn‘a—g-m and o
& molemp, The an-
th afterwarcds . With
tiation ag ane af lilm-
ntinl Buangalow ks
ur som Snnes] seommn.
il Filen Festival at
thiy eall Devina,

e earmed  him  the
During hiz off mn-
iE, He has 5 t
nits that be has E:-
e’y Lot for Life
¢ i5 varied, Hp is
o, Smnerset Mas-
un shart stories, He
can ratte alff a poad
I Ell'rl:t\!‘ U||j|||:| -||! i
 part i the dismas-
. He Fegls that
it e modn P
ic flmg as is L TR [E
about the yaunger
sk bramches o
Jy -

fmued om Ege .5."}

7 e

T

DILIP KUMAR

I VLED af vadous tHmes as the matines idol of millions, the cternal laver of
silver acreen andd the heartthrob of commtless femindme fns; Dilip Kumar,
ane nf the pemast favourites among oar stars, 5 umbefiesbdy jovial in peal 1ife

[Buring the list poe decade, he hos blaeed o new trail oz flm-world's tears
stained hor amd bas slonst beeome a1 syrooym for o frostrated lover of the
Indian sereen. Sach o reputation is, of course, nat witheut its advantages. “Fang
are rather kind te me and don't harnes me ab all because they feel T am a grief-
stricken person Dkl Adfmi” in Dilip's covn words) and, therefore, should be

ledt b, hie told os ;

He hag ereated nese efoth Tnshione among s pouths in sartorial simpliciby
and the e vognes of the now fimons Di'li|_'| Ewmar hair-style, In spite af his
naticn-wide fame na Blmdom’s most papular glomear-boy, he appears to yoo
mods s & mmedihelive |:|'||i'l-u-:rq:luzr w4 sl i o swallen-headed pellu-

Jewie {‘l'||'|'|||l'_r'

Unlike that by tuft of hair on his head, he {5 both disciplied amd ealin,
Hizs mamners at oeee strike a sympathetic chord in your beart and his gfnl![r,
dignified way of dealing with peaple makes vou wonder whether e ever in-
L!u]-gu.'s in the buxury of kosing hia bemeper,

Thosgh l'.'.ll"l'l]r!l:'l.l.']:u' -uug’m:h-:'d in his sereen-work gince more than o decade,
he s ol Iost his interest i finer things of life like sports, music, poetry and-
lieernture,  He can still sdbmire Mushtag Ali's delighdul cover drives and C, K.
Noyvudu's gizeling sixers: he cin go inte raplores gver Dhyaschand's Bsockey anc
Bade Ghulam Ali Khan's ihareris; and he & in kis heavems with the postry of
Omar EKhayam, Ghalilby and Foie, Cantrary to genera] belief, filmg were not at
nll a crams with him when he was yaung. Till he reached tha e of 14 and came
dawn ko Biombay, he had not seen a single pichare.

ORN al Peshuwar on December 11, 1822, in o middle-closs Eamily, Dilip

witd bhiight up o Deolall from the age of six.  His father Ghulam Sarwar
Khian hod exbensive businetds asocdiations with Central and Sowthemn parts of
Tndia in commetion with his froit-trade,  1lip is the third in line in & tamily of
s Lrathers aned sin sisters. His real name &5 Yousuf Ehan,

Wil 5J.'|.|=|l.'-]i|.1|1, in Deolzli, yaumg Yissuf had oo |_;a|1:|ﬂ|l|1|; famn::,-' for mo-
tun péctares. In thase days, be had hrﬁ-ﬂt lowe for Focthall and was the secre-
tiry of the school foothall b, His daily abesnee from bome in the evendnig’
war not lked by his father who alifected o his oraze for foothall. Fathes el
sired that Yusuf should ble mare interest in Chess, ‘which was the Favourite




2 DILIP KUMAR

Bamit af the Khay Family. Yusie, therefore, fiund Ut A eompramise forml
Early in the vening he would sip for Chess, then withdmw Iom the game
putting lis Brothers iy s plice =0 a5 to reach th Foothall ground i 1ime hor
the game. Oy rebuming home, he woald agnin join up the tll-absorhing Chegs.
match af hema,

During his stay 4t Dol for edght fiull years, Yif did not see 5 sim e
fifm, surely & record very bew filmi-stary cauld claim,

On coming 1 Boenhay, he joied the AnguenageE-Tslam High Schoal ar
Borl Bunder grd #hone more o the sparteground than in the clogs.onm, He
played cricket, hockey and fontbal and cid ol misg any big sports event in
e city. The sports-laving Yosuf was an fwerge student at sohool and ore o
his schwol-mates gged I prove quite ussfy! when examination stared them iy
the Fave. By geime pecilinr method, thog schnolchiom had migsteped the art o
gedting sndid s on the evp of endmituations, He e o pazs on thesge to Yusuf
and 0o wonder hodly of them gue throgh eraminations with compargtiye e,
[t is still o mystery o Yol Khan how anel From whers thase tipa renched his
Friend.

Un passing the Mlric examination, he fained Wilsoyg, Callege and studied
Science, "I wag g Meonspicsg boy at collegs nd sty kepe along” pe Riyy
recalling his under-graduate dyys. |y, fct, during his eollege carer he pog
Nt & wngle g friend, amther unbelizvahle aspect of 0 person who Was e
day destined 1o become o matipeg idal om the gilves BTe,

Besides taking pore i ellege sporks, [l b favouriee wag foathalr e
Mr, Khan hecomp knewrn for luis well-werlppey exsovs in English, In ome af his
=580y on “Christmgg” Pre=Tved by ong of his callege classmates, Yamf Khag,
then the firgt year udent ot college, wrnge. “In X'mas the spegia] mHrvie affre.
fiems felp b romoye the rest af thy money from one's Packel”  Ong wongers
how the Eamouws spar new feels gn ri-reading  his statement i Ry cnllegn
BRSPS written in 1041, A thot time, he dig 0ot dream thae laper cm he Bimsefi
Would be in some yway instrumental in “remeiving the rest of that money™ 2 4
fop-most flmestar,

He often provided 4 tirget for same oo Bumeured fokes fr his colles.
gues and professors far by bashful namang. Drvemspd mastly in simple Pyiamng,
shirt, coat apd 5 Gy bt enrmed o repatation among his Eriends For forget).
ness.  He wsed fy nvariably lose Jyy “p and his coflege node-books in the ol
AE regular intervals,  Be wis alsa regular i filing the foathall in fye class noom
ind the profesor wonkl say. “pgr Ehan, you can da betber justips it i yan
B0 b the sporbronm,

“Yes, that was 0 ey wiy of Helting mo out,” hy afmniks.
From his coflege duys onwardy, e Fael the samg peculiar haiv-shele gy 1o

day.  Ap the sight of his imnruly teft, ks Trofessary g remirk was, Wil vy
pomng folls raise o sulseriplion so Hgg Mr, Khan con hove 5 hadr- gy

Yusif Khor was fond of Westorn hlms, and wigh omple of ctllege Frisncls,
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*

be wied b meak into a clnema-hall curing afternoons.  Fils Frvourite seat [ the

theatve was e extisme beft-buand vormer and he fele that was B best nregfe i
oo g picharg,

A FTER studying ssieqes af Wilson Collegr and Khalss College, Bombay, he
devided] o start earning.  He thought he most goe merely carmy an the
Family business but try is hand at some uther mdependent profession,

He left Bumbay for Pongy i search of pastures new angd toak up the job
of a cantesn manager with the Hritish Army, Those were the dayy of war and
life with saldiers partly satisfed his criving for an adventaroos carcer, He was
sarted on Rs. 35 a moath, stuck o e and very soen he got a contesct to neg a
refreshment room in the armay mess, Baslwss beeame brisk sy ol e earied
a3 mweh s Bs. 800 in the fhird manth, The contract busted 3 vear g them
with the Field Relatings Scheme in force, it cume 1o i ¢, He returned o
good, old Bumbay with o respectable bhank balapes,

N thase days, the evocutives: of Bombay Talkies were an the book-put For

new faces arad Diesila Bami, the chief tiecutive hesd of BT, leappensd
meet the handsome, wall- byl Yusuf through the coustésy of o comnmoy friend
at Muinital. She wag imnprissed by bdm amed tugaged him evem withoue the
oszal screen-test, e wis ciat oy the hero in BT g Jusar Bliata, dpposibe the
W hercine Mridula, He actepted the offer with hesitation becagse her husd no
profensions at any Hme for § flm-camper According to him, he had seeg anly

bwo Indian pictures, Meliboo's Ek Hi Husta gnd BT s Basurd before he joined
the seree,

What sereen-name should b given o this new Hlm recnsit was amodhiar
problem that faced she Bombay Tulkies' bosses, Thres DM werse saggested
in the begiming ; Jehobyir, Vasudev and Dilip Komar, Devika Ranis choioe
fefl om Dl Kumar thougls Yusuf Khan preferred either of the other i,

Anyway, the final chojes was made and the shy, modest Yusif Khian hg-
came Dilip Kumar, the celhobaid fserg. “Whin I faced the smers an the frst
day an sets of Jrer Bhata, T felt like & student whar had cume to the examins-
bon-hall without any pPriparzticns wlatsoeyer,” fyn eanbessod  recounting his
mzidden appearance before g Movie: cimera,  Angd, mareover, thens wis no ade
vanee mnfemation here like' thise oveeof-exam bips oe Anjumnan-E-Frlam  High
Schon] [ :

Devika Rand felt that this newsomes hiad 4 In|
Acting amd b bon  realised that sh
Chakrabarty encouraged him 1o pick up
ampathetic hapdling,

to leam in the matter of
Wiz nat quite wrong, Direcpor Amiyva
the mudimeits of acting by his paticnt,

* When Jieor Bhata ws release], remarks of critics we
kind. +*Stick to your hackey, Yusf" 5 eollege Friend of his said while revigwing
liis delat b a flm-maguzine, =3 Gmerd-chy youngsber,” wailsg inothor $ilm-
grite. - But those in Blm-ncting gave him al] the snouarigement.  After the pre.

] — —

e not particulaly

5l
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Fibe other twa,

lest Yusuf Kham b=
Pty on the first
v B0 the examing-
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im In the matter af
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ching by his patient,

Be nod particn barly
e revionelng
Vil amothep jilu-;.
=ik Afier the pre-

wicre of ficar Bivale, veternn Moki-
Eil wend =0'far ns o el Tl np and
ikl + “Vina are quite good, Stick to
i Al Dhlip stuek b . Hie wes
i1 g Dwissiiar oonbrct witly Bomm-
Loy Tabkics oo o monthly sadary of
Is. 623

Thie lireak thot the labes Amiiva
Cliakribarly gove him trougls this
lila liax el heen ‘h’.lr!.'.,l.ll.‘ll.'ll I:ﬁ-
|}|||3| PR [I:'.I.l.:'.'. :‘;-I.'ill':!.' |.'i'_'\_;.ll.
wUaArs after Joar Blate when we
met ldm en the sels af Daag which
was heing prclaced  aml directed
bw Clakmlarty, Dilip reeadled lais
iy |;|.|_:,'l: |:- flln_l |]||' “r||lu-|.'.|r|||'r:|.
Mere LT the man who |_|i|.'\:'v.-:'l.|
e s |||'||:11| e @ Dot angd he
bt Do Kinel b e alwaye™ he
tulel s posuting bis Bnger towards
Director. Amiya Chakmborty whao
wis sy arranging a- shal ag the
uther eral of the sef, Drilige T
groat respent bor Amiya Chakrobar-
tv wham he affectionately colled
“Blaiva” (bruther)

Tever Biwehs was  followoed by
Pl dirne |Ei|'l!l.'r|'l_] |_|:,l ]:|i|,|i fiorr
BT, Then camiit Milan directed LT_I,I
{fe veteram maestro of megaphooe,
Nitin Binge, The sbary of MWilan was
aclapted [ram Cuomader Rohindra-
mwith T:I:_F'k.lrllls |_i|;.|_lr;|r:.: Tk b g~
pieee “The Wreok™ Tt was indood
an edhicatiove For I'.:lili|_| by ot

e

Diesgile the make-up and grease-paini, Dllp Eumar
enjoys motking mors than a merry game of ericket
along the stwdio eompound In befween the “lakes” af
lita miclures, Here he is spen Balling en the Empnrvis-
&l stisdls-pitch during a shaotlang Interval with omes
dinn Mlukr serving as &s onrehenrsed wickel-keeper.

-1{“'"-"- “Working under Nitin Bose gave w8 4 oew concephion about dcting.
¥ him I learnt the basic essentiols of histriondcs. Before that my idea of Slm.
acling way ‘it this side,” *amile’ pod Teave o sigh of relief and sweh tritn -
prossions. [t was in Mifna that [ realised the subtlcties of little gestures and

toceses aml | am groteli] te Miti
h.t'.l]lg-:

Boze For his extremely useful] grooming,™ he

]} ILAN established Dilip n= o stay aha could really act and it proved the

turning paint i big life as on octar, Then he waited patiently for a really
worthiwhile mle and finally played the patriot martyr in Filmittans Shoheed dis
recied] by Aamesh Saigal. His performance in Shahesd won hin universal
praige and people felt Dilip Komar hod come to sty on the slver sereen
Camw Wardla's Mela and Shaukat Hussnin’s fugnn and established hism e a po-
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pilar Ber with g box-office pull, The eombination of Kamini Kanghal and -
lip Eumier in Shaheed, Nawfiye Ke Paar, Shabwem ang Arzog made then 5 VETY
Prpular romuntic tegm of Inelian sereen,

With more Sl suocesmers ke Dharameny’s  Arnobig Fywr, Mehbool's
Andaz, Nitin Bose's Deeclar, nnd Asifs Hulchid, he beeame the rige of film-
Audivnces. With his idensely mioving Fucis expressions and with overaluskm.
ing pathig bighlighting his robes, e Eoochd the very corg af pEaple’s e
With ks bear-jirking pretrayvals, he was ;|¢.-l'nml.-fe1:|g|.'|l az the wnrivalled wasees
of tha trigic toach,

He was pot oaly secliimed a5 o Peopde's Hombet; he s atepted 2 some
tne whin apprasimated g people’s jdeal of 5 lovahle hesa - sl desimy, deli-
cate and yet far From being a cellulng sizsy.  People who come to see hien fud
ther undigue ROt af shedding tears ang ¥OU yearming o seo moee of ki
i pires] aching.  Awdiences wpnt hinane ematiomally shakey, b sntizhigd anel
kegnly aware that Dilip Kirmar refected] i himsedf zq mueh of the social oha.
racter in a litle world of thweir awn,

He mse to newer beights of sublime tragedy in Ranjit’s fopan. Tn o
solf-efaving mle it roquited him to ack with the maximom restraint. Fuir
literally breathed i by hit senaitive Fattroyal,  Mehlaod s culir  pictpe
Aan brouglt lim nberiatianal yrels mil he Further consmoiabed s repudn-
tion s Tndijur =Creen’s lap Bivanrite thrnugh Bl Foolpeth, Targme, =TT
Daag, Shikas, Amar, Azaad Elrgn Khatola and Fneaniya,

His porformances g5 q blindman in Py and g o Byguor-sdeice in
Dhiceg weeme veriighls gems of soting, In fagp bz portraya] i Dawg eamed tar
him the Clare Awand Mir leas mubstanding wers hig perfarmances in Zig gar.
bodys Fastpath amd Darvands Torne. Iy Azand, he surprised all by his ples-
sant partrayal of o cimedy o,

His ather notably filye inchyelp Deselas, Musafle, Yobudi Neaya Davr, §g.
ahesimari am] Faighp, Among his redEnt acting trduenphs arp _H.I'ng-'m!-.‘_'-.-i::uu.
Kohimoar and hiy gy Idependent prochstion Gungn-Tumng, Ho las als, wian
the Filnfars Awards far hig atting in ey, Azeveat, NWeaya Dyur anc EKolfnsgr.

D ESPITE his heayy Pre-tecupation with stwdin-like, he jg very much sbinef,.

ed o s fanily, Afior the death of hiz parents iq I8, he shareg 1e
burden of Inoking afer Family affnirs.  Hp Jos his eleler Beothper Avondy in 1551
and new thoy are gix sistors qmd fye hraithers, Aecarding to Bilip, wne sl
beels lancly with, 5 big Family ang such 4 FUEE COMpany gives one Hie semee af
mlial soliclority, Fis Younger hrother Masic Khan iz fle oaly member of the
Family tn fallow iy the foctstens of the cler brather,

Hiz  residenes at Fali Baad Bandr, whep e haz  shified Frain
the ol family  house situated nearhy g Mala, iy always full of Friends ane]
wisibors,  Tligs, though 4 wlowing tribigte b hiis prpulagity, Lravely upsets his
daily schedils, pe bas a tender lesare with g Steaking regnred for rhe wilering
andl the Jesy Peivilemed.  Fie therefone, gives Biual attentiog in EVEIVEm whi
oalls on him whither 3 & 0 boprank Blmeg

tloen

wror @ peor chaprass, A oomEnng
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Hiz drem B wvery  simple.
;l|_|;.-:r|:.' | ||:||"i o o white ai
croam  shict and  Hght-maloored
tronsers, [F B 0 orare sight bg ses
Tilipy Kiniar wrnpped ap in o
chose-Nilling coat and neck-Ee,

There ds certaindy o meethed
alisait the olleoe]  moadne=ss  of
liis bk, overzrooen tefts aof
hadr amil luis specialissd way af
wpiigr them in o pecaliar
pasitin, “The misch-maligrsed

Dilip Kumar Bairstyle s mare  piip, one of the top tragedisss of Indlan soreen, is
unbelierably jovial in real Hie. He Lelps Ba) Kapoor ki
iogeiher of fi

i cretion of mecessity than any
2 e =i Askiok™s i =
neve fangled vogme of Fashion, plcking F"""k","'““m:;l'lﬁf med

hie startled ws with ks lows
down on hés ek Emitated hoirstyle

Ta illusteate the point, be combed] Tis hair in diferent stvles—standing he-
fiwre the mireor in the shdia I|1.I.|C|"-||]| romm,  While |i-9||:|-;,|-|r3|'_r;||:ing his dilf-
cidty dn doing a0, e explained  that thoagh he would vary much like to have
dhilferent Fair-stybes in different picheres, & was ook possible becanse the mo-
ment T starls aoting, his stilf hale eomes down easily in the same maffled, -
il patbern over bis feee, And if b tries to keep it in amy new Fashion, he bas
b restrain his movensenis in scting to keep the hale in that wayv.  As thiz would
seriously affect his mability of action, he has shack o the present abybe,  IE is,
of course, at hé Faule iF Glm-fans fry to imaging themsaelves as Chhote Dilip
Kumars by mal omly taking it 2 a hoir-atyle bat alse by imitating it am a mass
reile,

In 1954, when film-stars n Bambay took out a prooession. for the relicf ot
fMoad victios amd moved aboat in he fnim I:|:.:|r|l||;||j:|m_: af Bambay, D_ih]l-
Enmar, who stood in o trock shouting for help (nat for himself bt for the
Hoowl-victims), wae richer by af beast ane handred combe af the end of the
day, His fans haed peesented him thess combs to keep his unmly hair in res-
pectalde shape!

Me et i hige Fanemail bt hog aeither the tmoe nor the inclination to reply
foall.  Oner imoa way, be seribbles o few lines in reply @ sensible p-dotter.
Onee he appaied his younger sister @0 look after his fan-mofl o Be 100
o westh, Lt she gotb engrossed o her own work and Ghecked up the job,

Dilip Kumar may be o hera to ihe sest of the word  but his
v sister earey bwo boots foe his standem and makes big fun of the elder
3 |:II'I'-"-||'\-',-I","| of o ey Biki |z sisher

lieosther whicle, T, B

-
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At heane, Dilip is a very informal, very generiss soul and does ot rule: the
cameste ronet like an elderly Fueliver. The same alr of cardiality and clisanm-
g informality choraeterises his belaviour on the sets,

HU brings warmth and a new 1ife to the humedrum shudic-ntmnsphere with

% ahwnclant sense of bumour.  Cricket is 0 game nfter his heart and in
between “takes” he plays ericket with o tévmis hall in the studis compennd with
those present. Tt's a sight for the mods o watch Dilip Koamar in his grease.
point arel make-up ladting on an improvised pitch in the stadio comnping with
o gusba thot even Mushtugs, Tmigses, Umrigars aed Nayadus will envy, Resides
his unorthodox batting and bowling with the tenmis ball, his imprampsha cri-
cket commentary Iy a treat for the eors

It sometimes ms in @ Far Talyarkban munner: “Heme's Bodser berweling in
the Test match 1o Yiguf Khan mms [ R T 11 |'I-I||_'\_..' wix rong shart Foe s
cenfury well done Indin against England.  Yusif Ehan plays cantion sty
o« o0 delightful domings . . . Besdzer owls amd amnoélser ghorimes Foor ., Hai
Mulang Bawa . . , two mns short of century, now here's & big hit and , . -

"Come an Dilip, e ready for the take,” comes the valew fromn the director

ond Yusf Khom, the Test plaver of his imagination, again becomes Dilip Ko |

iir, the Abm hers, hock on e sets

To outsicle ohwesvers, his tennds ball variety of ericket fn betweon ke
Appears some meonsequendial fun, but he does so for a very legitimate oo,
A2 be took pains to explain it o us, besides giving him svme diversion om
the manatany of the siudio routne, Hhis enerry game of ericket helps him a lot
in relieving the emotional tension of acting and after bosening bath his Hmbs
and his nerves in an eusy game of cricket, he faces the next shat with rened
vignur and freshness, Onee during sutdoor shooting for a picture at Indoes, he
had & very enjoyable cricket practice with such stalwarts of the game as thy
great C. K. Nayodu, Mushing and Sarwate.

HF. loves classieal music and admires the concerts of colebrged rirtants |k

Faiyaz Khon, Bade Ghalam Ab, Wilayat Hussain ete. He tried to Jearn |

violin but gove it up for want of Hme, At lome he prefers to listen o syme
phonies.  He holieves that he would be able to mive & more-inspired perform-
ance on the wets provided there is background masic in oe with the b
timw, OF course, he reslises B s impessible in il present clronmgtances, a5 it

nwvaolves serious technicnl problems. He lus o s for singing, He sang his |

v Fikts, in a duet with Laty Muongeshkar, in M.

He: likes lawns, fresl fovers ansd the lush grevivery of the comntryside, The
garden fin iy oompound i his haven of escaps, Durdng off davs, he lkez io
ga b Paosn,  The place has some |:|r|'|t:||f|.;1|:- memiries for him of his pre-filim
career,  Dolike other sturs, he has o mrticilar Fascinotéan for pets
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He likes company, but one or two at & time and that boo select Friends.
e just albore & croved which would rnl.'rl.'r}' sit arcniined and gassp for heours
toecther alwoit nothing particulur or which would keep gheed to its seat dis-
cussingr nnvthing frem sncdnl scandals to the Babest made] of eleclric cooker, Tl
like saliide and can stand it for months ogether, but with books and an occo-
sl chaice Friesud,” he claims

At oollege, Dilip's faovowrite poet was Sholley and during his spane-time
penw, he reads plenty of English, Urdo and Persian literafure,  His pet anthors
ponee  froen Thamas ITu.'n!:.l tn Bernard Shaw ard Sowerset Maogham o
Manpnssant.  He tkes scholarly interest in enrrent literary trondg and it is
an unforgettnble experience to hear him redtiog some memaealde bits of Urdu
pretry from Fakx and Glaalily i his gayer moments,

He s an interesting coosersationolist and conld disenss with equal ease
galsjects varving From war and peace, and growth and devedopment of different
clvllizations to ariental philosoply omd problems of filis-industry.

He swrprised the memlsers of the Warld Press at Karlevy Viary Festival in
14958 by ably putting forward the cose of the Dndian Bhn dndustey with anthen
tie focts and Agures at o press conference,

“Yes, T do hedicve artists should mix with people, stisdy snd understanad
things properly,” he said amswering oor question,  “The company pou keeg,
bunks yon reael, the things you diseus—all these po o give voo that tempera-
menk of on accomplished artist.”

“I hove not achieved that tempernment”, he |r|m']r'.':|:|_1_,- addelecl, “T have 1
puat more slfort ancd T realise that it is 2 diffiealt and & most strenuous job.”

He believes that people who hove mode good in Blmeindustry ore those
wlo kave actually dome floor work and be cited the pxamples of Shantaram,
Chandualal Shah, Mebboob, Kardar and 5. Mukerjee.  Many people belonging
b roval Familits hove ot different times approached him for flm-production
orid he hos always advised them bo invest in bisiness they knew.

ﬂ'ﬂ the mmich-fiseussed question of his mardage, his remadks are oo less
illuminating, When pressed to give his opinion about the matter, he
bohd us with a dreamy look in his eves that his coaiception of a wife Wis "same-
hudy who would give solace and peace, a soothing company when one Tehirms
home after o day's hard work. . somome to look forwnrd to when yvou work
T omay Jook comeervative hat 1 prefer much a person 0 a flmestar. Haw-
ever, [ dan't know bow it & all going to shope up for me. "

We tald] him that be was far oo reserved to fnke ooy imitiative,  When

he g r-_-min-d:rﬂ how shy be was ab the time of his frst pichare Juwar Biala, his
resly teply is: “Evim now I om not so terribly gallant™

'.I'..I|:||:|l:: o his reputntion as o dwkhd edimd, Fang don't trochle him mach
bugt still he has some mempralls experiences.  Omee, while he wns petting lnta
n car from Cricket Club of India, o small crowd collectsd and tore up bits at
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his shivk as souvenive  Hie fang Lefong to all sections and all ngez. Mot fong
ngn, andienees of a baenl it entertiinment shiw were surprised o see gn
el laddy of 5o appriaching Dilip and asking for an suthograph. When the
pertutbed Dilip politely asked Jyer why she had taken the troable of walk-
myg up to him instead of sendding the child who wanted the autograph, she
blishingly confessed thae she had no children and that the mitograph book
belomged o hes

l;" AR from nwaking him swillen:-headed ar self camplacent, swopess and fame
have mellowed hig perstisality and Te skl ks EnArTong pains to bring
life: anel vealivn fn b fcting

In Diaag there was a seone whore the drink-sddicted hero nasbes to the
closer Nejsar shop in a frantic, hreathless manner. Bebare facing the comery
for thiz shog, Dilip started nnning mwamd the sets,  Hig hebaviour indrigued
i, He ran about for some Hms and Huwm enbored fl gt panding and heaving,
Andd comeras started cranking,  When we saw the performance on the sob and
later on, this soeme oy the Beresn, we wire stouck by the  nokursl ellect of
breathbessmess he hnd iceerded ereabing by actoally munning |sefose s
Take”. Far fram Eakiing the troulide of actanlly sprinding ledore the aling, amy
self-complucent actor wraild hae Temiined content by creating on arti|
gasp before the camern, Bt Dilip's sivecers pifort pg Portray the scene regliz.
cilly gave ik some inkling about the ot of his sucoess s one of Slmdom's
st talembedd acdors,
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DURCGA KHOTE

OPDLARLY acclabmed as the fisi ||||]:,' af the Lislion scieen, Mes |:|1|rh',..|

khwiteé has reigned sapreme as one of the most versobile and most accom-
plizhed stars of Bredom. For over fwenty fve ypears now, she lias kept up her
||_||i|[|||_' prEibion as silver-sereen’s Illlf:lilllll_l: Illi_'-|l_li;_l|_1 |_','_|, her |_1J|'|'\;.'pi|-|_'||ﬂ_l.l SIH:‘_I
performances in all ber pictures,

Hodling from o welldknows cilbored Family of Bombay, Durgabai, as she
is affectiomately kouwn in film civeles, was the st among that brove brignds
of eclucated girls from high seciety who broke the taboo-ridden comventions of
i reactionary amd arthodox soctal coder by jeining the probession of acting,
Iy those days, the stigma agoinst the stage and soreen was so great that youny
hogefuls who seeretly nursed ambitions for o histrionic career trembled at the
very thought of caurting the displeasure of the all-powerful sataries of orthodoxy,
But there & an air of a relel about Durgabal She had verned for g skige
cireer, ever gings her school days,

D-‘LUﬂHTEH of the late Mr. Pondurang Shomren Lausd, an eminent solicitor

of Bombay, Durgibad was bors in 1900 and was educated st Cathbedral
High Schoal and at St. Xovier's College, Bombay, Her parents were very Jansd
of the thestre and her futher was coisidered o be g great patres of the Marntld
druma.  As a child, Durgabai was taken to see Marathi plave and she deve-
bopesd 5 gpecial Fescination for the stige persomalitics of (hat time., Those were
the days when that celebrated ddal of the Marathi stuge, Bal Cancharva, o
giftedd actor with rame musical and histrionic talent, held powerful swoy over
the heart of all stage-lovers. It was a commen sight to fnd the entire Laul
Family vecupying front seats at almost every Gandhar deama,

Amang the playmates of her childhood days, Durgabai always wanded
e be the queen and Jord over other children who were awe-strack by the
speeches she had lewmne by heart From Morethi deamas, ~0F wourse, they wene
Ul wrong andd tervibly mixed up little bits fiomn every drama®, she confresses
blay with charscteristio modesty and acdds: “But it gave ma same importonos
tu hilly my playmates.®

In school and college, she fAgured as one of the mast enthusistic amateer

itage producers, “The terminal theatrics] socials had much more fascination
for me than my terminal examination”, she declares with pride.

T one time, Durgabai seriously thought of taking up the stage ag a earcer
beat .Ju:r muther thought & better to have ber safely momded,  Durgabad
bad no ides whatsorver of joining the screen, In Eact, before she acially
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Mlayed her Gt Blm role, ghe had hardly seen o dazen

pichares snel o g
vt fincied lsirr Faig il scteen star

“Things in my life have alwayg boppened unexpected,” Dhrgnhai instsls
aned ler nccidet] ettty in Bime confirms ey statemist.  The well-knpay
proclicerdiroctar Mok, Bhavnani was murching for a smart girl to phiy a
small rale jn his first talkie Faopehi Jaal and he sent Mr, [. B, | Wadia, whip Euter
v Became 3 feadin g [rcubcer, §n Durgabai's sisber.. Her sister tald Mr, Wadis:

1 am oot intereabed by I ave a sistor whis 4 just crazy about  histriomjes.”
el that disl the trick,

“When Mr Bhavnani asked me b play chat bi rile, fy enthnisiasnm ang
Ecitemend  were :|i'|5.1|||.||:.: cliileligh * olseruegd Drurgnbai, flr-:p:rthiug her Hrsl
soreen-file. "1 acoepted the APperiunity without the least hesitatian o realising
the gravity of the imue, 1t Was b me st a bit of excitement [ike Ay Amateur

shiwwr that ety dndies mitup, T nover thoneght of ihe CNETROwE possibifities
af the sereen g 4 caireer,”

}', ER subsivuent susees i Prablat's King of Ayerdlyra made her recansider

“her approach b Blis, Drirected by v, Shantaram, this picfiire proned g
senstional boz-office kit in phe earty days of talkies and Dhrgabais acting
a8 the sulfering Toramai; beought bears o miny eyes. Durgnbai decided o
take up screen as o reer,  In this roselve she wis hucky encugh iy got the
encaleragement und mppart frog her fumily, Both her Father and bser Bl
were ber biggest Fans and mast candid crifjes

After King of Apoidhgw come Prahd

at’s apoch-making Maga Machhingng
ael Aurir Tywi. Both ihe hids hrcaigha

W laurel for Dusgabgi,

Dunghai's stiepess M osireen had beoame the tall of

wi and thanks o
e minge atorm i

sved in the dovesnts of orthodoy puritans, she goyld T

wulk along freely pege fer anceslral home g Ciirgnum, g siremghold of Mahg.
rushirian orthodoey i Brmbury

Al Maharashir seemed up in aneg dainst

me,” she says striking o reEkindscent siragn,

In her eardy coreer, Durgalmi bod the unidiie Appertanity o work under

Indinn Blmeom’s gt famnoais dirpctoary Bhantaram and Debaki Bose,  Aber
weeuring u Hring shirt Pral#at, she wens g Caboutty nmd ployed o leading
e i East India's Septa ind New Thentres After the Exrthgrske both diFected]
by Dehinki Bose, Har sperh martraval of Seeey rEmiting unsurpassed eves teacdr
i the amnaly of Ineling seres, Her pedformanee & Mim in D. K, Fnse'y
Wirabai was eually momorable: sy sl was the case with hes semni-mindern
SMbi-gngient ol iy Javant Fictiares Life i a wage, D K% Gt pleturs g
Hombay,

The roles that she portrayed brought her e vividly a5 o bold and braye
persnality.  This was b part aml pareel af her pual character, In 1935 during

the: sutdoar shoating of fife iy o Blave at Kofhapur Stote, the asa of Stage licng

W summied fior 5 rLL'I'IIillg inberliyds, Suddenly, one of the liong gof owt o
eovtral and pouncesd tpon Mand Raw, one of ghe actary. . With remarkahls
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pions stage-salive oo present politieal problems Pafangocki Donl-was weboons-
gl a3 an impeetant bandmosk fn her career. "It wus o stange expericoce to
mppiear on sk lsefare & lwe andienos” she EH1] n.-rnhisr.'lng owor her . early
psiays In stage-ldstriomics and adds with & smile; “Even now 1 ged cold Feet
as [ st go on the stage”

Her dynamic peeformance i the Marathi Sahitya Sangh'’s drama Bliou-
handti was widely acclsimed, It won the fisst pedzo for the bost deama in the
Batinei]l Dironan Festival and Dungalsd received  the Avwand  from President
Rajencdra Prased in Dedhi of o special fosction artaibped for the purpose,

Durgabai wied to sing her awn songs in her earlier pictures and she has
learnt both clissicad and ball-room doncing. She & o polished conversatianalist
gl speaks English and Hindi with a pleasing dicton,  She knows a bie of
French ms well  Asked gbowt her Bans, she chirpa:  “They bave been wery
kinel fo me to toberate mo for over 25 years™ That’s a tvpical remark, typical o
Durgabai's modesty and sense of humour, Tedesd, she has a wonderful gkt
uf repariee.

“What are vour dislikest™, we ashed,
“Well, sometimes myself w_lp_-u [ see a had pedformanee from me”
“hned what are your likes?™

“Myself again when T see a good pecformunce,” she admitted with surpris-
ing Fromkess, :

Hl feel rther Incky as things have happened to me the right way,” she elaime
referring to some of the cutshinding events of her coreer, She has travelled
extensively over Asia and Earope and visited practically every studin in Europe
and the Middle East, She was a spocial guest at the Film Festivals at Vemice
ind Caechasbovakin in 1848, She visited the Soviet Union at the special invis
fation of the Ministry of Cinematography in 1851 and cheorishés some vivid
miemories of her enfoyable tour.  She Tas been trememsdously impressed by the
wanderful receptive the Soviet prople and leaders accorded o hee. She s
particularly fascinated by the oriental aspect of the Soviet cubture and she
amaziieg progress made by the different Repablics i every wilk of life,
Every Republic there has its aowh llm-studia and In spite of the dilference i
languages and eulture, the basic unity af the Sovist Repohblics iz nceed, mast
remirkable, This @ semetlisg we in Indis with oor varied provincial culbures
amil |=II'I.EI‘-'-J,I£I.'!| ookl well emulate® she declares with an air of conhdenoe,

She was one of the three noneoffictal members of the Indian Women's
Delegation which visited Chinn in 154 at the invitation of the Chinese
Warmien's Deinocratie Organdsation” andd Modnm - Siin Yot Sen. The visit was
on Government of Tnein bevel,
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Fram Bhavnipi's Fareld fagl ang Prabfine’s King of Apoidhge dows b
hitr latest acting vehicle, Durgnhgj continues do remain gha First lncly of ghy

Indian sereen by her glorious coreer, She has broathe
0ery picture,

With  the charming dimples alwiys nesiciated with her |
earied for horself the affectionate nick.ngme “Dimps®,
sarer siretched scross more thag twa eventful decqde
the ever-youghfyl, ever-idorable “Dimps™ of the sillver
Lonery’s fitm-going milliang,
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He deplores the inkn
it pleads that mape
should be wsed in Tndiyn
tried the novel oxperime
classical Sarad plaver of
Pleasant surprise far a1

Conkinyed from page 40

sion of cheap foreign juze stuf jo Inclian film-tunes
and marg incigenons  muse and musieal instryg e
film-meloding, [n MNavkoban And¥igan by and Chegur

it of entnusting the sntie Musical score to Hha fumogs
India, Tstad Al Akbar Khan, and ihg resple gy 4

Do you yoursalf Eing now?”, we asked, trying po trip him ap by extractng
2 negative reply,

The “sntish beny™ of Stutin-sete is, 1o doubt, a ke mit to crack whe
ermes to frdoncdly Langec)

i

Thus e sne-pime cemste clerk has blassomed it ane of [nefin'y beading
cine artiste who coyld no taly do justics o b rales but disengs ghe Frofilems
af the fln ilogdry wi His siwooess i fip wiorld of his.
Eriavics fuas explocdid e myth that the “hoby™ portils of shardom are open oy
o certain privileged wetions of the upperclges By, Indopd, [hes Anand
trpifies an averame micdle-clizy youth who has cange o0 top by shesr megip ansi
lsard word,

m it

b comimeidah]e Erasp,
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King of Aweefhya down
mikn the First lady of b
ather] Life fate ber rales |

GEETA BALI

| 'I-':'Illl't her face, ahe has
nps’.  And after o hectig
idex, Durgahai shill remadn

wit sereen and e jdol [ERE s senething af an brrepressible imp i Geela Bali, which has lent

her the reputation of fimelom’s most lovabibe nistic charener.

As a child, Geetn's main ambitingn was o bhecwme a Robin ol Uunoe
i T Juvenile ermmls aoross the native Rkl and womlds together with
Friciwl. shir hatehed o plot to ploy dacoits, A twelye-ypear-nld girl wag "y
" The victim broke into tears and sald she was on leew way to buy on
w worth of salt for luer slck motler, Hearing her sbory of poverty, Geela
wl the frivel were themselves moved to tears and gave her the litde cash
oy hael  1f it was this spirit of adventure that brovght Geeta into Blms, it i
gis her spirit of sympathy and undesstanding that has won ber a large circh

Ffriencls and nodmirers.

.
EETA wis bosn at Amritesr ou November 50, 1830 in o Sikh family
knwen bor its relighoas aned scholastic troditiors,  Her ther Surdar

o arlss Singh was o missionary preacher and this took him and his family

Pege 4) such Fae off places as Bunna, Ceylon and Malaya. This continaoug shifting,

places digl pat allow Geeta b hove her education ot any ooe school NMooe-
pless, it mawe her an experience of people and wirld which she coull never
v eliammed in any other school,

Diuring their stay in Koshmir, yomung Coetn, whose real name @ Hor-
irtun Kumor, jA'.liITl.'I.i a ,;r;_,;m_-l,.!,l: selwonl. At e and o ber friencls at schaond,
furikirtan endeared herself a5 Keetn which was her family nick-name. And
seeta vividly remembers little Keetas ewly appearance on the sbige in a
hool comeert,  Theugh taken Gl 6t the ebevesth howr, she mistered enough
trength and plaved ber mole =0 well that it won onapimous applase,

el in Indian Blm-tunes
md musical nstrsrsents
Ancliviyan he and Chetan
Aol soor to the P:|r||l.;|.1:
o, &nd the resull was g

fp kim up by extracting

AMCING hag been her most Sveourite subject since childhood, At the
awe af mne, Geetn with ber ebder sister Haridarshan Kour, gave her e
il ]"'I:'h‘: Pc-rl'-;.nn."m: at a dasee-art exhilition sheow of Losknow, Tl
rihislo puritang frosn ber commundty objected o girls of their clun taking
art e sech “wnlps™ things as o pablic dasee peeforeance, While the per-
mEmanen was oo, these |:'||_~:||_:|||: raized o e sl oy Fravii ML thes nisbiEmees,
westened by bum down the pondal amd foolly died destroy & part of i That
s Greoka’s Brst foste of a Fr_||_||:i|_' L:q-rl:rlruulln'\-l'. Bt nedther Geeln wor the
I ity lost beact ot this turn of evenis

[t was this wariety of experienee amd the courage aod  boldoess  thus
albivited that made young Geefa ome day b walk steaight oo the ofhices
[ gl Al Tndia REadia, L;|i||:f¢-'__ ask Tor a music coabroct angd Ellillhl' mannge

[ vaice and fhen added
T .l}q.lll'.ﬂ"ﬂm‘lluv

rid b do crack when it

| o of Indias bziding
at diseuss the proflems
=55 in e ward of i
Hardim Are apem anly
«f=dead, Dev Anand
i, sleer merit amd




1+ et i ([ F-:I|.1-'|'.1'|"|| Hht 'y
aften g ookl hagr vl Ce
SInging in e Chiktrens p
Smme of  the ATH. [y g
A, st developed fug)
Fascination for i mavies

“Tust ge oy little ] ey
dream of being & quisen iy q fas
tale, T dregmp of becoming & b
il star same dn”, glip At md
with o mischisyogs Bwinkle iy Iy
i - B R Fiselisite| hy [
baki By Vidyapadi and Charls
Chaplin's Mogery Tireaps ™

Gieets Wali learni danclag evir sines y ; he os
her childbeod  Thin rave pinto A T the AIR studios, she came
VEE US a gfimpee of Gonkn s a BersE  the  pepabed clims
eliild

dlirechar Panelir Cvam Shankar
whi lasd seay recognition for hig wirk inm the Panjobi il Mod it wag this np
quaintance which gavie her fhe first chanee to realige her dream, She poe 5 rale 4
i ehors gid iy Sliirey Piphg e documentany The Collier, Kepla WRE overjayl
a2t hiving aeted i a Blm sijsd distritiateg SWETES bo stucis stel] ot af her first
salory. Her soly dggjon i Roup Sharey's Hadfrgmi abracied the oftentiog of many
a Biepradiweor, it they zaid, “She f& ton i For g fil poge ™

Keeda  pearmed  thor H ooly she poald bicesom  dngn youlth fn o
maiment . .. ! The Waiting was tartuous, I the meantime, s dancing pir.
Eorrmuings i Maheshwary's &ghan Cag aml Pamchalps Fat Fhar iibtracted thy
frther adtemion of pricliscers,  And phe lade veterng Mazhar Khgy decided g
cast her in his (Gugey Hawse, Thig brsight Keety Lot flm city of Bomhay,

Unfortunately, Cupsy Horse dicd mot procsed Bevend the Muhsrgg shge
but Briroctar iy Sharma gove fer the beading role i his Sohag Fag Ins
a rofe that saipagd Fer e pilly Pt gy admirably, Kepry lived Ehe
clarictor of 4 suflering villige maiden, Wi, her  impish charm  and g,
deligffully tngaphifabieg bad peraonality, shp literally ginlp peoples hearte The
pichare clivked and Keotn shat fney stardom as Gepry Bal;

H the impressive array af films in which ihe hax gotpl r  histriogje
Privimphs dn Kigar Shurma's Barore N, Bhagwan's  Affele il Mavkelans
Banzi minlk amng e g As e Ceeta, from her earljey dttempts shp |ikes
hir maleg i Borere Naly, Sy oo, faf Tn'r.-.-.ug_ B et andl Rage Meimg,
Her oiher pogmilar Blms imedide Buri  Baher, Tawl, Mhamely | Telpar, Faleale
Anawcamtic, Carilal, Thalard, Shadi b Hawd, J‘-.'r';.l'mr.w, Neelonipime L'eha Kinre
ael Bagz  Her ather naojalle Metires arp Vachay, Milap, Wai fiehen, Banpepy
Roten, Kacd, Afi Bae Stiskrivy, Jwitor and ez,

Thiss Covta Bali s oty vanety of chameters i, distinsotion.
Sher does st Tike pe bio "trped” for cerpuin Prbienlar e of pole aleme,  Bfis
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k= in his Sohog Howt [d ! . ¥
dmirably, Eeetn lived the "II
impizh  charm aned  heg W
stale people’s hearts, Th % at
1 Bad. 2 2!
has acted, her histringpd " b
& Albelr and Mavketan
mirlier attempis she fiked
Y el andd ﬂwﬁ .l'-'.-n.-,-_,
Thamela , folperd, Zaizaly

Neelemparl, Usha Kirg
||:|Ir.l. N i, Baneed

% with  distineion
bvpe of rale alome, S




s quibe confident of playing the "bad gic”
bt emee in 4 way, She tremendously ene-
joex] lsor role of the wily younger sisber
in Bari Bafen,

With all thiz, e hmve girl who |_'|I||:|.'-|'|I!
Bobin Hood, who stood ap to the offen-
sve of arthodoxy and indtinted ber pwn
way Into films, hindl many moments of ner
yomsness in her @lm o career,

“T was rather nevrvons ab the sorliaem
shat of Mozhar Khans Goeef Howse™ ghe
caonfesses today with s shy ook in ber
EVEE, Arother oecastan of her nervousmess
was when she first appesred on the sek
with Frithviraj in Hemen Guopta's Amand-

EI::“ Eali has an impish sense ni Bughter.  meaifi. "I got.nermves stamding by the side
Ghe sels her sisters Jyotl (defi) and Naridar- : e ;
ghan (Fight) pigping with Incghier, ub the towerlgr and stately personality of

Frithvivaj-jii 1 kepdt 'Imﬂ-iing divan o ovee-
comee the {itters"

SHE does not hove the glamooar populordy asseclated with a flm-herodne.
She has a wisthid  serecn |'|n:'|"i|:|'|.'||l'|!.' which 1||1_u'|ﬂ in one's mind for 5 ||:|1|g
tisne,  She is woted for leer gay, sporkling smile which balildes with aprightliness
She loves dancing aml ber first “ritnal” every moming is an inknsve o of
dance-practice, Toe Geetn dancing (s ber probession ned hebly, She hos a Easci
natbon for mnfor car doving and phofegrapby alm,

Amung foreign actresses, she likes Betty Huotton, Jenifber Jones and MNorma
Shearer.  Her ideal Hollywood hero i, surprisisgly enongh, Chardes Laughton,
She ndores Nargis as the star of the Indion flm Grmament

Her elder sister Hamdarshan Kawr am] youmger sister fyod are amang her
mnst candidl erities.  Her brother Digvijaya Bali hag directed severl pictores
Roag Ranr was a joint producHon ventiee of Bali gisters with hrother Dipjoya
wielding the megaphoas,

UT the Bali family is not complete without Peggy Bali. Peggy is a real

Alsatian ane this cube canine is an off-spring of Ashok Kumar's favoarile
dog Jackie. “That way we are related to Ashok Eumar,” Gestn claims i ber
osual implst manner,

Some of her remarks hove a typical doswnsto-eartl approach.  She has o
harrar for the glamonssd personalities, “To me all that meke-up means nothing
bt plfiness.”  Another of her remark waould maks many of ws gonsp, 'L haite b
ser o il nmning after o boy oo the sereen,™  All the smnme we hove $een anig
liked Geetn doing it ever sn many W on the screen,

She hing & disHke for eraeds amd clab-life,  She |_;u¢|:r\-r,. b Hewe En @n dikme-
sphere of simplicity. I dont like dhls eHosette business” Gesta echirps with

{Contineed on page 70
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JAIRA]

AIRAT has the aigue distimeHon of |:|:|r.ir|.g joimed the flms I the w@lent

days anidl of continuing even today as the voong hern whils Bis contem-
poracies have either taken to character scting or retired from the Blms alto-
gethey.  Those were the doys when the comera was cranked with hand, when
there were 0 arc lights, when artists made up each ather by applying rooge
with 2 tooth brash and stuck up each other's beard and moustache, when e
stisdin barker shaved everybody from the hero tr the extra in a uene, when
the Alm stirs become unemployed when fle ming came,

“But®, Jaimj tells you with a nostalgle adr, “those were good old days,
They are no mone todav[”  He terribiy misses #he comaraderie and warmtl
aof the good old daye. He feels that the mad race for money has stifled the
artistic and bumnn growth of Sles, He iz sure of this even thaugh, n the
early days, he had to work for a paltry Rs, 185/~ per month and never got the
full salary in ooe lat, but had to collect it in bite. On top of it all, working in
filme meunt seasonal peemploymenst beconse l.]lleril:u_.: the four months oF mmseon
all shooting was stopped and the serviees of the artists and the stal disenn-
tinued.  In spite of afl this he stock to flms and feels that those weee really
good old days. “Today, it is just like potting a few ideas together and the
mixtare of 4 flm is ready, The old attuchment and cnmoraderie are oo mere
there: | ™, bt deplares with o sigh,

A SEASONED veteran, he has curisg the past thisty wess of Blm

career, played the hero opposite almost pvery important feminine star al
[idia, from the glomermess Madbierd of the silene ﬂ;.:,.; amd Devike Rani and
Durga Khate of the early talkies, to Nimpa and Nargis of today, He has acted
in about fumecdred Blins )

Hix joining flms drew both brickhate and bowguets From his Friends and
relatives.  And as he won fame and pecognition, his aunt, the Ete Mrs.
Samjini Moddu, v her chosseleristic  Tushion  msed bo obserye : “Nephew,
don’t become too Faoos,  Otherwise, people would point out to me and say:
Loak, there gnes Sarojini Maida, the sunt of that great artor Jairn|" However,
bath Sarajini and Jairaj won onoigh recognition in their respective Belds and
neither had to stand W the other's shadaw of fame,

If e had not become a flmo star, Jaim would clefmitely have distn
guished hmsell a2 o professor dn ane of our eolleges, Mot that he & absent
minded. Bt hia i-l:l.l:lrit't:u". his schodastic bent of maimd and his entre payedin
bogical budld-up make him ideally switnble for Hue clas-mom, *T am fpiter
serHiE alout !|'|i|l\,l;r. and 1 dake life .1|'I|'|'|||:-||:|r: fue SNYE amsdd he means avery




62 JAIRA]

word af i, *He dishibes those whiv affect too mueh Eamiliazily and sweemess
ag wlsw the stand-offish type, “Peaple shoukd be murmal® he pleads,

H QRN s Huﬂl:‘uu,g:u o Septembuer 25, 1908 and L||1-|,|g||1- s ab Hyderalad

in o family known for il inbellectl stbuinements, he started readigs
thetsaphy 3t the age af 14 “Youngest of the Family and an imtrovert™—ty
s hix cown werds, young lui studied al Apnie Besant College st Madanapalle

for eight years and wag mreatly aftracted by the soul-stirring poetry of Dr, |
Crmising,

1 was a back-baonicher”, he admite, “and msed to make lot of fun of
professar who tnght us Shokespeine My best college Friend Mool Abbpsi
a neplww of D, Ansard and oy exfitor of Samaj, used jo be o eollibortos in
all those: gond-humaered pranks

Juiraf’s evllege coreer was - almosg unesimbbul except for his sports
dramatics, He wanted to finish hiz BSc, and take up engineerng.  He weg
then the lesd of the local ymonsium o e timlay he is 2 o] @y,
His well-built hody proved o prestl nsget to him when, due oo cerlain mis.
underibanding i the Farnily, he Bedt hompe Eor Bombay and decided wife-
wrash inbo the i,

When asked “whit mnde von bk to Elis a5 o corees Jairaf replies in o
profeszarial stroia "Well, T oo sonetimes ask the same question o myself, |
try to pevcho-analyse my fnner-self and that brings me o the conclisisg thest
My |ining the screen had o groat deal n do widh my playing the e of o
page-boy in Richard 1] stnged by Harimdranath Chattopadbyayn for the ool
Shakespearenn Club. [ was ooly & then Tt remember Baving done well”

[5 first nsocation in Bombay was with sho cloyen of Marathd literaturs,

Mama Warerkar, and s talenbaf mroup af educated srtists ke Altekar,
Nevampally and Aadhay Eobe, Seving [sivajs exosllens plivsidme, Warerkar
recommended hdm b join the 8lms, Those wero the doye of silent flms and
hiz firt Bhn ax g hern was Trinmwph of Love or Raoli fani, an aclaplation
of Prisower of Zenda, {Jui says it was the Chomedrlekha of thase day=] The
heroing was Madhori and the pivhure wis produced by Inclulal Yagnik, wha
& oy the President of Mahigujerat Janats Parishad and a Member of Parlds-

mend. He pliyed & double robe here,  Beforn that he appearsd in a pichure
talled The Sparkiing Youh.

|.'.:I|!l'l'|'|'\l:":| lem more sibeni |i||||l._ ]|| I"tt"""'ﬂ- e :|[||:|'.'i|T"-""\-I in ||i= Arst blkse:
Sitmed dirested Frye M| Cansihy Tha heréne wnz Sewrts Do ind b l:||;|:'.-\.;-.;|
the character of 4 Buddhist Monk, "u character which has intensivnly indlisenced
my Nfe,” he deckires with o medibiv sk 01 his Free,

Hiz first major miceoss in balkies wis Bamlay Talkies” Bhabi. Novyug's
Pawna, R, 5. Chaudhory's Hifle Gird, Kardor's Suwamd and Ronjits Rofawtens ane
amomg lils early hox alfieg |its, Hiv oehasr ouitstanding films inclede Kl
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Jairaj in one of his sarller hits, Bombay Talkies” “Bhabi™,
With Kim in the piclore s the will-known direstor the Ablas® Tnde-Russion -

late Gran Mukherjee who played a small role bn “Rhizhi®,

Preot Sorgred, Nail Duowlgs,
Noi  Bahani, Homeel  Heat,
Hajpnd, Dorogall, Mumwng, elo.
Hiz later ones include Hile
males in Amersiaghi Ratfeirr,
Wadia Bros.' Cevaneolour Lit
Hotimtai, Tipa Soltan  and
Frithviraj Chafegn. In recent
wuirs, he hag been specinlising
in historical:, His lotest in
this sevies are Veer Diroads
anel Jai Chitfar,

For his work in K. A

vuction, Pardeshi, he went to
Mascow  amd  alsp  vigited
Lomiiom, Faris, Stacklsalm and
Copevhagen diring the tour,

A MUNG the roles that T has ployed, le considers his portraynld of Sk

in Knrdars Sholjehon a4 ene of lis Lest He absa likes the ruste
charscbor be acted in Prabhots Mol Eaivid, He has played 2 Few ik
logieal rales, one of thian a3 Ddra In Potid Pawan minst Durgn Khote. Bt
then he does not quite lke mytholagicals. At the sime time, b foals that
bat for the suoeoss of the mythalogicals, the Tnding Shn mchisstry would not

have e able fo stand the fuancia) drain that Follcaved the Pastition of the
n-cnum_-_!.-_

In acdition o Wi achisvernoats in e Reld of acting, [airaj has done
2 bit of direction also, He directs Bombay Tilkies' Pratima which secoesded
fairly. Tn 1953, he procuced and directed bis fint independent pichire on 4
co-operitive basis, Tt was called Seper and starmed Nargis, Bharat Bhagshasn,
Daviel, K. N. Singh amd himsell in the lead,  After that he also dirscked an
action picture Htled Mo,

In his young age, he was trememlonsly impressed by Padedkin's Liring
Corpae i which the great Rusion  director has acted &  pole.
In his pre-film doye, he adored the actng of Duloresde] Rio, Eddie Polo,
Budalph Vabentine and Douglas Fairbanks, Now be likes Spencer Tracy ancd
Ingrid Bergman. He used to see Foldie Polo's serials with Tis futher. "I v a
great ceud ta wry fother. He was 0 man of meticislous  habits, noted Tor his
punctunlity™, be mecalls.

E is o vorscious meader ond o lover of classies. Hig Tavoirite authors imcleds
Marie Corelli, Stefan Zwreig, Len Todstoy anid others. He is o serious
student of books and mageeines and recommends illustrated clussics to his
children. He liaz two soms and thres dmsghters, His wife hails From Easlunir

iComtirned on page T
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KAMINI KAUSHAL

P REFERRING the serene tranguillity of o quiet home to the daxling ban-
Fare of .:ru-:lm-gl:ullﬁur. ]ﬁ-'r'll'l::; the peace af a happy domestic atmuosphecs
mare than the crowded rounds of social functions aml public gatherings,
Kamini Emishal has attained the triple distinction of at once being a Front-
ramk star, a1 devate] wife amd o fond mother.

Smart, petite o praceful, she is happily married to Mr Brabm Swa:
P Good,” a Fomeig-trained Engioeer, who is occupyving the highly respomsi-
e position of the Superintending Engineer with the Bombay FPort Trust
Théir residence “Cate Side™ is sltuated in quist sylvan surroundings, far
away from the din and bustle af an  overrowded, over-basy city that
Bombioy. ’

HE story of Kamini Kaushal's entry into flms is verdly o story of sorprises.
The persan most siwprised ghaut i€ s .., Kamini lerself

I her young days, Komiini pever wend to pictures and the only mivies
she remembers o have seen are those starring the dointy Litle Shirley Tem-
ple. The teon-ager Uma Kmshyap (that's her makden name) was fascimated
by Shirley Temple's naive, captivating personality and the sight of the tiny
Shirley making mud-pies sent young Uma into ecitasies of delight, 1 sdare
the way Shirley wied o tap-dance,” Kamini says in a highly reminiscént atrain
recalling Shirley's performinness in hits like Blug Bind.

Like every Slirley Temple fan, Eamind regrets the loas of the great little
pwert-heart Froon the arenn of juvendle roles. “Soanetimes [ feed it &5 a shame
to graw mp, she adids with a deep sigh.

%o Shirley Temple ond her musd-pies left an indelible impeses oo the
sersitive mind of Uma Kaghyap ond she odopted her s the Little heroine of
ber dreams.  Yes, alse even made kvely mwel-pies after the popalar Shizley
Temple tradition much bo the amasement of hey brothers and ssters.

Even today during brighter moments, Komini Kanshal revesls a bit ol
Shirley Temple in her and her unoffected, child-like smplicity and her mesy
lwaghter prove to the hilt that Halhwood's ooe-time celluloid gueen of juve-
nile emtertainers still dominates her mind ns endearingly as ever bebore,

Kamind Eaushal loved the stage during her chikfhood and so did ber
lepdibers el 5|'i-|m-;. Her gister would write the diabogues, her brothers
wonld direct the play, she would look afier the depor ete., ond oll of them
would regale the family medience by shging somg mlee little domas an an
improvised stnge in their bowse of Lahore,




Sood with their children Kavils, Kemikum and [ittle fabml,

Her father, the Tate Bui Ba.
lewlur 5, K. Kashyap, was o
well-knoawn  educationist  of
Panjaly,  Besides hedng the
Pean aof E'II:||':|1;- Unifversiy
ancl & President of thie Indinm
Beintoe Congress, e was a
respected  soweinl  fpare i
Lahwe and  the children
were brought up in the great
py Adod family—Kaminl and her hubhy Me. B 8, schalidly tradibions of the
family,

ORN ot Lahore on Febrmry 24 1927, voung Umg was an exceptionally

hright stuclent at school and always stood first in the class, She e
praficiency in swimmine musie, dancing, badmintan and clocition, At college,
tn, she maintained Ber acudemic brilliznee., wan the Universipy champlonships
For swimming, was electa]l Frseident of the Duwbating Society ancl eynk.
ed wide-spread applinse by acting impestant rides in ellege-dramoties, Amang
her successful stage pesformances callepe ghie recounts such diverse subjeces
a5 Abbg Jom and Collewe Sirdet. She cerwred all her -'||'||il".l11|-:I:||5 !,}. secuTing
i First Class degree in Ecopunmics, Engdish o Cengraphy,

Bist all tleese :I-.|!--\._ s e !||r||||,:|:||‘ of Alms. She had seen i:||:||:|- & bewr
Indizn flms bke Jfowob, fen Shadr and Chisrsiobha, Slee has not seen g
silent Sl HO fo-day.  WiEL such n hackgrourd, no one—and least of all e
solf—imagined that she woukl ever come o the screem. But then,. . -
scrutable are the ways of Nature,

Hew sister Usha who was married b Mr, Sood was anlartumately killed
in a medor aecident and Uing Knshyap came down to Hombav with her maller
ared ghayed behind o bok after e bwa daughters of her gisber. Laler the
mutial alfection enlminsted in young Umn Kashyap marrying her hrother.
inlaw. She thus shombdered the responsibilities of mannging the househoki
wil Bringging upe the clilclren.

MDD then ':I'\-'Ill'l‘|.|||_,: II.IEIL1I'|!|.1I et lamded by imb o new CATROF, 0 Clifeer
IR e had never dres it o, Chetan Anand, g young  Ehestrg  emthasiass
then, was plonning to lume his first B venture, The Gile was Neecha MNegnr
anel it was an jeleadistic thesne Chetan heing an ald r_'mliF!.' friendd of Els
Kil'\-:|l:.-!||:l-:. .I_:'|r|||-.|-;.-||||| Elsemn  @nged sugmested Mre Dma Sonl b ]IT-R:-' an im-
partant mle n Meecha Noger,  She consented aned with W, Goawl'y SN I e
ment amd Inspiralion, she mode Fer  sereen detnst in 1946

Kaming Kaishal, her soreen  mame, canght puldic Fncy and o),
Neseha Noger wos relensed loog after  that, her |:-c||r|'.|:.-'..-|_-. i Filmistup s
Shakead and Bambay Talkies' Zeddi were haoiled |y filmgoers with Eremiepd.
s banowneship.  Her porformoness 50 B K. Filiss' Aug, Filmstan's I Rig
ol Nirdige Be Powr, Arwa’s Pogree ol Faras M. & TS5 Nemmomr, Prokas)







Kaml
and Komkum fo
ats the sexchore.

Pictures' Febhi amd Jogat Pictures” Shoir
further eomsolidated her peputation. Then
cume e popular hit Shelssme and the
memdarable Arooo. Her pame was lifted o
new box-pffice heights and Eamind hecame
a much-gonght-ofter star, More ond more
oomitrncts came her way, The stralp of
working in s mamy pictures told an ber
headth and she had & break-dovn which
necessitsted o Bve-month  holidey  abrasd
i the middle of the year 1950,

Accompanied by her amiable hubhby,

i helps Ber danghters Eavita she toured Eurcpe and they hod a
ik

& lovely mud-pies iolly good Hme. They visited Larsdom;,
MNorway, Sweden, France, Italy s
other places, It was strictly a holiday visit and they kept it s till the end
by peither visiting any Blm-studio nar mesting any Him-personality anywhere,
After five months of helidaying, they were in India, Kamini was expecting
then and was hbessed with o Loy shortly after their return to India.  Believe it
ot not, ghe knew it was ging to be » boy and had even chasen the name far in
advance of his arrival, She namer] lim Rahul, the name of Siddharth’s sen.

Among the earlior roles she has plived, she considers her pertormance jn
Arzo0 @ the best.  Her favourites amang boreign stars are Ingrid Bergman,
Olivin D :|'[:|-..'i|[l.llr|I Ly Conper, Gregory Peck and Charles Bayer

K AMIMNI meads o good deal, ber |II,|-r;|:r.|.' favaurites :':|,1';||E Bermard  Slsw and

Browning whose poetry she considers the nearest bo heart, She likes i
keep herself completely occupied with the rigil rootine of domestie  work.
"Ome should never get bared in life. There ia plenty of work o do st home it
you can really create interest,” she says. She designs her own blouses and abka
the clothes of her stepedoughbers Eavita and Kumkum: does & lot of nesdl
work and keeps herself thoroughly engaged From morning to night. She hotes
idlersess. She knows cooking well and her favourite dizh je pudding which she
makes with remarkeble culinary skill She hag g weakness for cakes too,  And
whit does she satP Wi, st what iy necessary™ in ber own words

She likes original styles in jewellery and elothes ned mistly pattemns them
berself.  Her drowing room s tastefully decoratel., Thors &= a- colour of
artighic  simplicity tather than  louricus exubernnee  perveding  the Sood
household. Rocently she has been blessed with « san, whom she calls Shrmwan,

FTER her return to Indis, Kamin was given bdp offers by varioug producers

who hailed her come-hack to e witin becouse, ot ane Hme, §b wyg
foared that she might not return 1 soreen at all  Kamind, hbowever, dossge
think & worthwhile to appear in s miny  pivhares and she chooses them
canefully,




She played the leading role i Pocuom, the maiden picture of Kay Arl
Prcheres, o comparny shirbed I:-:.- loer A |1||I|||-r:~|||'J:- wiith Jmuhlu_r P, M. Aror.
This waa Followed up Ty Penghor, Angoo, Hemd Dhoben ste. Shie plitve

QTN

STAR PORTRAIT il

the lead in two of the frst colour picures to be produesd here, Thesy are
Shahenshal and Raethaksivhing, both 1 Cevacolor. She has acquired new
recogniting by becoming o producer. Her fing venture was the highly ember.
tuming  Chaliy Baba Ek Chor, But, more than anything ebe, it was her
brilliant performanee in Bimal Roy's Slej Baba that gove us the Kamin Kiushal
of Arzoo and Zidell.  This rale eomeed for ber the snmual Filmfare Award for

achng.

Her recent pictares inelude Night Club, Roje Beta, Bada Hhat, Brle Sarkr,
latlor, Do [6E Bk Rafen, Neediga Diire Baho, Godann, ete,

E1H vigibed Chinn ax a memiles “|' ||"_. JII'\.“-I:| TIIII'I D«'.'ll'."r-:aﬂil.l:ll iIIII.:I her d.:-&lrj'
of that trip in "Filinfare™ mode interesting roading,

Quick-witted, intelligent and armed with o remarkable gift of repartes,
Kamini makes 5 choedful bostess and has the rare knock af making guests feel
nf B by Leer refreshing eonversativoal beillinmee

Kamini Ksushal {5 not interested o politics. = hiardly knaw shats going
v arcaidl,” she says with o smile  She considers Pandir Nehing as the most
outstanding man of apr age and hag 4 preat regard for the labe Mrs. Sarcind
Niidu. T gould not imagine she wrate poetry,” she quips with a navete re- |
mimiscent of her sereen ol Shickey Temphe.

Indeed, Kamind Kavghal would still like to adere the sght of the npocens
Shirkey Temple playfully making levely mud-pées or moke them hersslf roghe
than to get caught in the toimnds created by the grovm-ups.  And that very
nealy sums up ber attitnde (o life and its varied prshidems,




il s STAR PORTIALT

GEETA BALL (Contimnsd from page 60}

the candour of a village wirl, Sl hit the headlines through ber quiet ENAFTif g
with popular Gl bero Shamm; Bapsair, To Husdr 5o Mickey [ Adityarajh mops
the creclit of hoing the yoapgest memiber af the Kapoor family to appear oy
Hage. He made his debut jas o Fover-month-aldd in the arms of gramdpa
Prithviraj in Prithyi Thesitres drama, Kiwen,  In 1961, they have been blessed
with a II-1II:.:|i.:II'

Notwithstundiing the impact of o Alm earesr, gy wrban life and wide
travels, Geetn Bali still petnine samething of that village Hobin Hood she
impersanated when she was a bl Diespite all her Fame s mney, she
abrikes wom a5 g 5 mipehe, usdphdsticiited  Fstic lsell= with am imipish  chierm
all her own!

JAIRA] (Contiamed from page 84}

His ellest son, Dileepra), has alsg joimed the Blm imdustry and s working ag an
assisbant divecha. Ha has i impiressye persomality grd ||.||_3.¢-.; I Fike up ackiisg
and direction as & cyreer, Jairz|'s oeher son aleh has Enben o flm acting and
ippesrs in KA. Abhass Ciovera Hazar Tarkiyam,

Jairaj is 0 semsitive artlst amd T Pty even mowe T e make-up Ton
of Bombay Talkies, g wicely drawn oil-cofour miral by him is still there, e
silent relic of fhe happy days spent there.  Hig Eavourite sports are cricket,
foathall and kite-Bying. He used o hog when in school

Suber, dignificd g minlest #o a faale [i—ad he fa affectionately knuwn
amang liis Friends—is 5 weleoioe frare at film parties and trade gatherings
and bas g reody word of greeting and belpful advics to everjone. He & pof
the eomplaining sort apd takes things with commsendahla resignation,

With afl the suooess e has achieved, Joiraj confides in you with e
characteristic mubirity of the seasomed vetern, "My anly aim s o be o sood

artist aed s efficiont erpftsman ™

e
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KISHORE KUMAR

IF ever A star has sung lis wiy to suceess in recent years, i is none else than
Kishore Eamar, [nebesd. the popularity of Eishons as a singing camical hern
af the sereen during the last few yeurs has been phencmenal, Younger hoother
af the veberan Ashok Kumar, Kishore has oot hosked in the reflecded glory of his
celebrabed elder Brother, Father, he o hecome a soreen Favcmipibe in hdg twm
right. Unlike Muokesh who sterted us & heva and ended as o plavhack singer,
Kighoee macde his debat in the flm wockl s o ployback singer and has encled by
bsescrmviniey 21 filim-Toesens

Frim stunts te comedy is o far ory, bat Kilsore Tas straysd o lob brom his
|5-n}l|'.cu||J dreams. As n .;-'|||:||'|I Kishores one ambifion wag e beeome o #lond-
king in films. A& devotesd fun of that Indian Dooglas Faivbanks, Master Vithal,
Kishore conld not conceive a film withont stumts. When he sow brother Ashok
Eunmnr's first flm BT.: Jeevan Naeipw, the absence of any stonts in the lilm
greatly dizsppointed him and as @ youngster b wrote hoack ta Ashok: 71 feel 1
conithd liave dane better than you. What o péty, there ore no shands in your
flen.”]  Kishore was by no neeans estravagant in his olnim,

AR away in home tean Khaedwn, he nsed b collect o bamch of clilldnes

Eroan the peighbeudood and imitale the sasts and sword Aghts seen in
pictures sereened ot Khandwa,  And brother Ancop Kumar wsed o “Sheat” the
sequencs with o toy camern with & promise thag the film would be shown as
soon as it was retarned by Inbomtories of Bambay after “processiog”,

Mothwithstanding his Forey For stunts,  Kishore had the nomistakable m-
press of 2 bom dawn ahont him, 8 Factor el has svidently stood bim i gooad
stead thrmughout his career.  Yes, Kichoee s nothing if nod prankish. At sefnnl,
rnce he was nabbed by 5 teacher for eorrylng books o the examination hall,
The trick warked for three days bt Be was |'.'a||5"||| vmy Hhe fourth day.

Born of Khandwa om Awmest 4, 1924, Kishore (s the soungest af the three
Ganguly brothers—ibe other fwo being Ashok  Bumar and  Ancap Ko,
']'||r_|||:_r||| r:.||:|-' anid 'ill:ln!,- as n chilkl, he eamed o :I'\ll‘lJ'lItiIH"“H for mischiel, He had
alza a Hair For singing. His Boreourite e was 4o play Boebin-Hood on the pase
ment, One member of his merry gang kept o close watch s that Kishares par-
eivts mny not catch the son TI'\'III-II.IIH.II'I.I i Elve endidst of his l!lJ.TlI'lE I'::-C|_1|l.li|.1. Tha
paremts .1|:||:||r:||"|:|.' wandee] Kishore o !dlll]:.' heard an«l [repnine For & |I'I:',UJ CINOEY,
but Kishare's weak Matlematics proved o stimbling block,  Howeser, despite
an inddillerent memory and baek of mterest i sfudies, he monaged bo pass e
Matric exnmindabion 1:|'i|_|'\. bisther Smvop. Both of them joieed the colbege at




Inlore and spent twa years there withoat passing
the Tatormediate, As & collewian, Kishore Jooker|
rather inimpressive with his frail by amd @
g Buft of heir at the neck. His ddresy boo was Far
oo impressive. He was raflier ciaciong of his
weak physical frame and tried to hide it umeler
kng Rabby cluthes, Ho was fone of spowts ar
callegs, foathall being his pot game,

His inseparable companinn i the cillepe hos.
tel wag his harmonfim, He becme popalar witl;
Fellow studenes through his songe and mitschicf g1
eullome, “Wandesful | Daesn't e sng like Aslak
Kiemar™, coflope cohisms wied to sy,

KEHIEIZ}HF: wag pronel of stk whein he cqlls
Dada Muni. Tn fact, ax 5 child he way the
anfy one in fhe Family to suppiort Ashok when tee

F s o Blext Hie eldess brother Kamidla) hag
f;'iﬁ‘;:'a'iiﬁﬁ*?u'.!:‘nﬂ?fﬁy it the laborutory at Bombay Talkies 1o beponse

Hers he porirayed o the &m hero Ashak Kurnar,

S0 whin Kishore wis thmagh with the shidias,
he took the first trmiy po Bambay and pecuested
Ashok to help him et o baek im flms, Az i the
wamat wikh JIIJ1|. Ashink examimed xi:qlullrlq 11"]"1_ i|-||:.,|'|;|-.|:|:f"_| o el to Bl Rore
rar af the poung hopeful who wanded B0 be o stne leera, he prosounced

fudgement, “Sarry, na hope fre you, Aceanding o yoor HAUrE, Vi SEn never
become an actar”

The: prophecy mave a rude shok i Kishare, Al his firy castdes aboug
becoming a stunt hera sevined b hove opshed |

AT thot fime, Ashok was st the helm of Bambay Talkies, along with the

labe Bavak Vacha, Heart-broken and desolate, Kishore wene #o Kharaials
for an outing. There 4 big surprise wos in stoee for him, He recoived 3 telp.
gram from  Ashalk callitg hdm ey Hombay for o song-test,  Kishoes fueshe
pimst-husibe bo the Bomboy Talkies Spdis at Malad, where Ashok Kumas infer.
viewed him in the manger af EXAMINNG a8 mw recroie,  [f Ashok had wisled,
he could have etraighdnwny wivey i brother an assignament, but be e
Elshore  #o get 3 chunes throagh merit anly withogt umnchely BACTEIEIE iy

s of his elder brother. AP thal time, Ziddi was under produiction a4
Bombay Talkips,

"Tou ean give =g provided the musie director Khemelsand  Prakgspy
approves of your voice”, Ashak iold Kizhiare,

Feeling a little nervous, Kishare *ppeared for the sound tesl.  The g,
maestra Khemschand  Profas) ckayed his voice and Eishiore heaved o sigh nd
relicf, Thus Eichore gof hix very st i ASSIETHRENE — 00t on Sereen, hep
behind the seroen.  He g o eouple of plov-bogk sangs for the hero of Zigy
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T - KISHORE EUMAR

Dev Anand.  Music was the highlight of Zidedi and both the mops proved very
populir. One was 0 dust with Lata Mangeshkar, “¥eh Koun Age Re”, while
the other wos o solosong “Mame & dwecayen kyo Mengu, Jine & Tomanng
koun kare”. Both these songs proved immensely popalar and Eishore got some
mare playhack ssignments. Hiz llting song "Zagmog Zogmag Korta Nikln,
Chand Foorem Ko Pyarn®™ in Rim fhim brought him meme fome ae playback
singer. Hoaving exmed popularity back sereen, Kishore longed o oppesr o
the sersen, He got a chanee to do so i oa small sang sequence in Keneez, Though
the appearance wos rather brief, Kighore felt that he was coming pearer o
his gual Director Fhani Majumdar gave him an importsnt role in his semi-
r]lh:umnn!nl}' Amdalin, and Fareh, When we met him oo the sets of Mobwane's

Andolon at B. T. Stdio, Kishore appeared rather shy and delicately bailt, He'

appeared to be a man of few words, Then followed a bigger role n Chive
Clitutena Chham.

UT it wag in A V. M's Ladld tht he got the frst major actig break of his

career. [F wag a 11.l||'i'i."kil'|!{ ol that mited Kishore's |-||;||_-||5'_|_l.g.|1-||mj;:lr persa-
nality to the finger-tipe.  His bolstorogs acting against Vyjmmntmala put him
tm the moed te stardom, His appearance in BT Tameshs rominded peaple of
Ashok Kumar in early B.T. days,

Followed ane hit after another, Bap He Baap, Bhagam Bhog, Pehli fhalak,
Adhikar, Neukel, Modl Bhare Nain, Kishore's sinming, clowning, dancing,
sereeching performances sent fars into hysterics.  New Delhi, Avha and Bhai
Bhai put him right on top among sur front-mnk comedy stars, Nogo Andos,
Paisa Hi Fwlsa, Begunah, Chendar, fagind, TMIG Ke Thig, Shererat, Jeal Saaz
sl further comsalidated his respuibslion.

In Bhai H'llﬂl.. he weilised] liis amldbing ba UPIEAr Of e with boother Ashok
Kumar. Brathers in life, both acted as brothers on sereen also. In his maiden
proclaction, Chalti ke Nem Geadl, another hilarious farce, all the three Can-
!E_','-II:I-' brothiors — Ashal .l'l.|u||.-J| and EKihore — hayve appeared  mEether,
Kishore hag produced bis oo Glm dn Bengobl, I has praved a box olice hdik
Amang his recent outstanding flins are Aprna Hath . fogensath, Meklon ke
Ehwab, Bewagoof, Gird Friend and Chacly Tiadabed.

Despite his nalion-wide |_:.c||'|||]4||1:,.- as an actor, he gave plavhack HmEs
for Dev Anond in Poging Guest and Furtoosh,  His soaige like “Mana Jonah
Me Pukore Nahin™ amd “Hol Hoi Migohen™ and “Af Meri Topi FPolmt Kg Aa™
peoved mare frehits, The songs he has sung for hims=1f in ploharos hove illremdy
made history. In his recent production flumros, he directed musle il bigsn
sicles plaving the main role

rl-' QDAY Kishore i a tog-natbch cumatly actor and singer of the Indian Sereey
and likes the work II:'|'|I'!'||.-|:-'w.-|:.'. How strimge = if oot fonny — it semg
that way back in 1852, he wld a critic: “1 don't like to sing comic songs

films ard doot want b work iin frivolny poles”
(Contirmed on poge T8

W
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MADHUBALA

A dear little girl sang the popalar son
fusnko R pyeri homari galigen” at the en
breaking it Basant and mane her frs
Baly Mumtaz who i hetter knpwn in

From the plgtailed torm-ager of Bl
caresr Tias heen np essay in patlence and peTssveramee.

toclay, Mladhubala’s
Stardam has come to her after
heights premight nor leapt

pances. In fact, she has attuined her present position by o

every step af ber career,

35
Bom at Delhi o Febrary 14, ngmumtnz Jehan Begum (That is her

yonl mame) nppeared before mow
Shpdio at Malad, Director Amiya Chakrivi

womsers, wis alin instrumestal i

[herviks Mami ook kindly bo this adealde k
making her first streen appestnce in 8 Jubiles hit.

After a promising heginning, she went
bk it was decided o ghift the family hesdaquariers o Ry and

b Enrnily,
Baly Mumtnz played her earlie
Bhagat, Pirori and Phaolwari.

HOUGH Baby Mumtaz was det
appointments and faikures contitnes
cularly kind ta her in these days amil
cumme an earth-shaking catastrophe W
mooringz. In 1944, a temific explosion Toc

heavy toll of life and property.

the afected arca Membeis af e

widespread devastation e th

apartment wis completely destrayed, Secking she

sudbubala plocded oo with re

hawe broken the heart of anyois hut Madbnha
b
|

ursdiminished.

Her gril and tenscity were
in Hee Bret really mpartant ool

[t was alsn remarkable for another fact. Raj Kapoor played here his very first:

o teatinn-wides Fame with a few early screen appea-

i "Tumbo muharak ho Unche Mafal pe,
d of Bombay Talkies' recosd-
¢ sereen-bow, The name of that girl was
fm-warld tnday as Madbhubala,

to the sophistcated heroine ol
o hard strugghe, She has peither shat to stellar
jling archuously ot

e camreras ns o child sk in te famous B, T

rty, who gave o break to marmy news
n introducing Madhabala oa gcreen in Basarl.
il and Baby Mumtaz was lucky in

back to Delhi for some i with

¢ child rales in Ranjit’s Mumtoz Mahsl, Dhana

ermined o hecoms a star of eminefice, dis-
| to block her path. Fate was aot part-
i the midst of the all-perveding darkness,
thich liternlty ghook them all out of their
kedd the Bombay docks and took o
waclhubala's family was living in the heart of
¢ [amily managed to save thelr Jives bt the

e b i search af a peer bouse as their modest
dber in & schoal-biend's heuss,

wrweel eourage, These were the doys that would
bi's Faith n her future remained

at last rewarded when Kidar Sharma cast her f
e of her career. The picture was Neel Koml.




ol ax 2 hera. Thus Wesl
Kamal put both Raj awd
Madhubala s the poad o
Full-Nedged stardam,

The pairing of Rnj Kapoog
mnd  Madbubala  in  his
Ficture proved so popolar
thit they were cast in fhe
main romantie lead in s oy
thalogical ealled Amar Prem
ar Radhe Krivhre directed by
M. M. Kefkar and 4 hilariows
comedy D Ki Rani directed
by Mohan Sinha,

H ER work in Lo} Dupatia
bhron ght her [E1 )
burels and  Jer Fnzcinating
|u'-rrr:|:.-:-1 in  Bombay Talk-
e Mahal  direcied by
Bamal  Amrohi,  sky-mekot.

Madbwbala in ome of ber sariier plctures “Pardes” &d  her famse w5 4 Fremt-
v rank-dtar.  Herg  ghe wvilr-

i gardener's dayghber swhe pregends fo bo an
appariticn, Significantly encugh, Baby Mumtnz wh made her debut as 5 chiki
n BT s Basar, sltnined] ihe op-niag of ler flm career alse oy
stuchin, Indeed Mahg! praved & turning point in Fe
Muclhubala has coptinaed ¢

tually lived her unisyal mle of

£l the same
r oareer and ever sines Hhen,
 be manked among fli-Ermament's leading Jumina-
nes. With Badal, Avram Nozasen, Khazang Sofyan, Toreng, Sagi Sengdil wene
other pictures, she furthpr consnlidated ber repotation as & film hevoing of emg-
e, Hew oty reameirks sl pichires inclmds Mehboody's Amar, Geminiy Raturd
Do e andd Gurny Dher's Mr. ol Mes, ‘55, Especially lier perfarmanes in the
lest-numed brought her Fred, lanrels Amorg her other notabie bilms are Yahudi
K Ladidi, Dhake b Ml Caatecay of Trddla, Fapuen, Rajhath, Challi Ke N
Curli, Kelapand, Innes Ieag Dtha, g LUatad, Mehlon Ko Kivicah, ol Mafe,
Bargget K Birivé Eiva gl I':-"ITlu'.lll_ E-u_. Friead and _||II|I|.|.|I?'l:-'q'_I.

Lindik oty N .".!|I||||||!::||.| _;|||1_r|_'.-\-_; & weil .||: _-;|||-|I|'\-|_-!_.
b eeldom seen st socdal gatherings or public f nctiing, 5
:IEh-u.L—'u!_{ shuddios fusr viirk. She
hardly any time for Ballbies or

o her amd
[ Wiy regelang iy
B om mach desate] o bir work that she has
pastimies. She hng poe !'::-rgut'h:u, the difficiale
frmeg thromgh which ghe ks Pssed during lier early carees and she Feots
iI|||:7|-.|_.':..- fror tlan P anel th .;||H'|-|-i"._-|\._ Mt veTY l:lr-;,; age, shee harnfed aver g
chieque For Ba, 500600 Bumbay's Former Chief Mimisler Mararfi Desai &4 ey
valuntury donation for Bengal Famidne Eelisf Fum,

She speaks fueni Urdy ipd recently ghe haog acquired  profciency
English nz swell Her Father Ataullah Ehamn, swha (e betber knows as Khap







[ MADHUBALA

Subeh in Gl cirche, has served as & prest. source of mspiration 8¢ her
throaghout ber corees,

Contrary & menern] belicf, Modhubalg i mather simple and s,
She peither woeks at night at shading nnp attensds the premiceés of her pie-
tures. Her dafly routine goes on with atmast clack-like precison,

Popularly hailer] a= the Verud of Indian sereen, Madhobaly has come o
bp theough the hard school of oxperieiee and trial,

KISHORE KUMAR (Continued from page 74)

To-day Kishore has shed both bis shyness ond his skinmy Bmirs: ho has
shaped into & daring, well-built sereen favourite — bat he stll retung tha
bovish fazeination for Pranks and fun, A gobonked perpefrator of quips, he g
always full of jokes, In ghe beginning of his career, he ysed o regals peopls
i sets with & sell-composed Hindi — English song about the differen cluys ol 1
the wesk. His conmedy-pranks sent people in gulaas sven i those diys. ey
he jocularhy Frightened Madhahala in a mask at B, T, Studios, 5 plecy of acting
that created 4 scare at the shudlia,

K[ﬁﬂﬂ-ﬂﬁ iz the mly self-singing star on the Indlian. Sereen today, His

popaliasity seoms g ineresse with fvery new pichare, He maletully ne
menbers the late Khemehand Prakash who gave him the chanee b sing hiz first
film songg aned groomed him e 4 polished singer. He nlsp sadly remembers Bds
causim, the well-knover mgician and singer, the Jabs A Kumar, who always

enciarmged him in hig struggles b sing for the SCTTRTL

Eishore's flm coreer has been 2 deeam-come-trys story all throughouk, He
hoe realised aliase 1] | amlsitivns, excepd becoming o stunt hern — that's
partly tie because though he might pat hive pedformed  Hense customary
swrgd-stunts, he s cectainly Bgurod i ooum e catnedy stunts,
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MANHAR DESAI

l'11[:|'|7_ e g Frir-xizil  fheatre at E::likl'.\'.'. Shwarki "I‘-iﬁllﬂ'!.l-ﬂ. g dirani
writters by the well-knwn Gojarat] author Ramandal ¥ [uesai, i in pro-
gress. Local ameabenrs, mostly from schools, are staging it i abl of the Red
Crons Suciety, Diomatic situations follow one after the ather, And @it eomes
o Froil. short-statured fgure an soge. He plays the mole of a jolly old Farsl
gentleman called Povehaji. His comic song is o seoeim anel o thousaned throats
go hoorse in cheering this youngsier, The swg gets ny less than hali-a-dazen
emcores| Tt s a bit of & rale bat gends the mmlienee into raptures. “Wha s
he?”..... The question goes resounding from one chair to another, Thase in
the know of things reply: “Oh, couldo’t v recognise? It g5 Muaboolm "

Mabeodm, this bony litle boy, i tuday kmown as Monhar [hesnd, thie well-
builk, l.-.-'.,-tl.;p-\:-cu:nud; heso ol the zsilver screen. Bat thiae whin hive seen that
rintous $tnge debut of & shy, trembling amateur can hardly borget it

Ever sincs he saw folk-drmmas like “Bamlila” and “Bhawai” in (ujarat
willages a5 a litte boy of 8, he yeurned po ack. When abudying at the AS.C
High School in Rajlkot, litile Malcidm had pairsed 6 secret ambition po beoome
ihe Indian Dougles Fairbanks, 8 Chiwoda Master Vithal, but then be was at ke
away Rajkot ancd films were made at Bambay, Bue “True hope is soifi and Hiss
with swallows' wings; Kings it makes gods, ond meaner creatures kings™ sng
Slakespears and yoong Makolm, wha kwres his Shakespeare by heart, lhoed

om hiope,

1 19 ideal of a Blm-hero was & real “heeman”, He saw Dougls Faichanks s
“Thief of Baghdad™ at least a dogen Himes; he went inbo ecstigiog over
athletic Elmo Lincoln's pedformance as the Tormn of the siens days, And,
again and apain, be mesalaed im his birvish hreast to Decnme their Indian
counterpart, But there wis one catch: the tolkies had just come aml
stnmmered Tadly, a haadicap whicl gave him infericority compex, Aml he was
Far fronn Besing an athbete
It was them that he wis cast o play the small comedy role in Shankit
Hridayn. He accopied the male with apprehension hecase of his stammering.
B, Tike o miracle in o mythelogical picture, his shmmering dlisnppeared Lhe
menent he sbepped] an stage. Lt bang it came, the moment Toe went olf-
shage,
Stammering was his womry, of course! The thonderous ovation be fLiE ] fion
lis performaneos bad inspired him very mmch, Arad in hig enthosiasm be hod
poee mon iy o Bambey, hiovered momd the abplioa till the Pathans ab the

—
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B0 MANHAR DESAI

e threw him ol i Hungg 5 wet Wlanket o all his dresms. Cresg-ballen and
dejected, he returned  home. But hie wise Mther chesred him:  counsellsd
policnce, advised him bo complete his oducation first, and ey Iry apin.

By sheer will-power and practice, he completely gt rid of hés stammer
and remilar  exerews improved his physigue, Meamwhile, he kept Fathers
advice in mind. He comcenteated ag bosoks, passed his matric, joinsl the Wik
s College at Bembay and took part in the oollege dranses and sow more and
TS richores

More than anything else, he eamed a nome foe miscluiot in oollege, He
managed to pass his BA. bt in the meantime he had fallen i Jove with &
cvllege-mate of his, Miss Mastha, and after pradiation they geg married,

" HEN came his fiest chance o appranch his life's dream. An old Friend of

his, Mr. Panclay had promised him that § he ever became a director, his
here would be none else than Malosim, Proplecios demt come brue o life,
bt this mse did. My Pandoy beeame o film-director ond ke kept hiz ward.
a0 Mokalm or last becams Maishar Deagi the bero of the stunt llim Toofand
Smwar in 1847,

But the real break came when Ajit . Piebiures prodoced their fiest Gujarati
Bl Crnsumdive. Monlwr Desai was cast a5 the hero sguinst Niripa ]h?:'___ This
social Hlm senred jubfless and then came another Gujirat] Wit Masgad Pher,
Manhar's name sky-rocketed tn fame. i Faremail swelled. He load at Inst it
the mark though not as Indiog Douglas Fairhanke, but as o social hera,

A be gradually became the bop-notch Slmestar of the Cujarti sereen.
Mianhar Dessi and Nirupa Roy became the ideal sereen grur in Gujarati social

pictures. Among his olfier outstnreding fms are Nagomd Bhojat, (oo Ne 8l
ame] Wasihglar,

Machnr's repuatation g g Chujarali star eonght the eve of Hindi prodisoers,
I- B. H. Wadia gave Monhar his firet Hindl mle in Madfosl, When the pic
ture appsired on screen, his perfect articulation of Hindi—a podng o which
donbts had been expressod sarlier—cume gy o complete sarprise to all. Bag
fow knew that be has to speuk Hindi or homse ag his wife came From P Hi=
remarkabls pictures in Hindi inclsde Javant Desai’s Hazar Haaten and 3, %)
Yusuls Hiyderohod & Nezneen gl Aniard Bhaewey,

His siceess in mythdopioal Bis mady him popular as o celluloid o
el erned for him countless mles in such flms. Motable smong his mvtho.
Ingical rodes ame .'-:-'ul.-."r.':.u, Sl Madalss andd -i"'l"'"l'l'g' Pamchemd, the s (5 TR |
proving a big hit. He bos also acied diffenene typis af roles dn Sulianot, [
I"-'HIIJ_.'-'-'. ele, His other natable Blns inelide Vet Hosln, fonam fomem be Meorp
Chandrasena, Masteni, Naveari, Pan Parmeshior, Macerd, Amrit Mot
Maga Mackhindre and Veer Durgodas,

He prefers seial salos whick go. ot of tho heaben track. "1 am e o)
Falling in lowe, getting disappointed and Irying bo commit sufcide anc qf] Elisig

sart of thing”, he walls and acdds, “priclecers should  reakise that even  foye




B2 MANHAR DESAL

etmbd he trescene when doled out B peopde i an overdie™ He welcomps
rdes which have that real he man shall, for Manbar's deal of o hers is ik
the alfiminagte teifr—sled i milk-sop type ane so often sees o our wCTEC,

Manhar likes Jamuna and Kaming Baushal among our herolnes amd has
great regand for Dilip Kumar wha alsa happenod e shsly wish him in Wilsen
Lollege, He longs to work yder g directar like Mitin Buse or Sohrals Madl,
He thinks Borua & the greatest director wo have had.

-H.]' IFE m &lms is exiremely inberesting a5 there s nlways something 1o
d Jearm®, Manbar says with the modesty of a shudent, Very few paple
kniw that Manhie iz an artist and paints with comsidemble il At schond
| b= was the editur of the Cajuradi maRECTfl mngene Migpaor whicl s
vated cne of the best in Hajked, And Editor Malcodme ilustrations, kv-nut
and art-work in Moyoor had & tmach of bty all s e
Even muw when T ooty 3 i time, b drws, paints and recalls his o
foimpls of school [mormalisng yig the pages of Mayoor. e is a Lil of o poct
also amd has gt lis English P published in sever] leading fenrmnds,
Shakesprare i his Favourite authar and sccuples 4 phree of pride in ks i
e library. Wlien in college, he tnok part i severnl of Shakespeare’s playa bt
bt dues nat like to eome agsin on stage. “Tt is 5o artificial” he says, after hoy-
Ing spent years oo the sthadio-sets, ;
Surprisingly enough, Manhsr never kakes part in sport, He had g hosmar
for eriscket. Hut his wife jx g spirts [over. Result; whenever Fhern is a Test

match or a kg parts cvent, his wife i in fhe sadinm, angl Manhar is at B
homed at poebry o painting. They have tug children—Ashok and

trying his }
Shesels,

Mashar doesn’® like to be & God m the sereen ar in life Yoo see, Ginds
have Feet of clay”, lie affirms thouigh e hos acted in many mythalegical films,
‘Nirupa Roy is the best to wark with T bedinyes,

Manhar's Tather &5 & retired Polje Inspector and  has setiled down in
Bulzw. He is hapge that his eon heeded his advice to Bnish s studics Erst
an happier in Manhoe’s Hlial layalty.

His Fan-mail is hesvy and he gets Iot of letters From giel Fans absa but
suspects these b0 be the handivned af  hoys mascpeerading under femimine
tames. "l wied oo do the same thing in my fan diys”, b is candid] ctinagh to
wefmit. But in one cose a least a real gird fan did b up at hiz bouze and
peslered limg, She wainted b meafty hdm o at any cost. Manba introfuced hep
b his wife and stll she would mot believe he was married. Bt in the cmil,

chie hadl do
Far Munlar, By have boaght abwos ioreal revaleton in lide. He has
completely avercome his :r:||r||r,e-.i||5_ He &5 ma losger the bany, shorbstitured
- Malcolm of “Paychaji® fame of Rajkot but Manhar Desal the eading g
artisk, Stamsding 5, 117 qmd 130 T, i watight, Manhar holioves thal be iz iy
much an the way i apiire that elgspe Diwuglae Fairbankshood |

§
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MEENA KUMARI

0 win the award for the year’s best scling sccessively for bao years is

i meian achirvement. Mg Meena Bumard wom this '-||'|i|.||||-g et i,
By her cunsistently Larilliant acting in Prakosh's Bodin Boeera and Asbok Komsar
Priclisctioeg’ Parineeta, she won e Clare, the annual award boe the yeur's best
acting in the readers” poll condiicted by Filmfore, for 1953 and 19254, Asd in
1955, slwe lseprew] the crities’ Award for ber work in Skorfn

Thanks to her imposing lise-up of acting trivmephs, she i right an the top
runy ab Hmdume teday wnd sisily ranks amengst the mast souphtaltes star
uf the moment,

Buccess has comie b her the hard wiy, In Fhe |1.;~3i:||.i|-.5 of her career,
she hael tn foce cwmntless obstacles and hardsldps oot fo mention the seres ot
avvidents which at one Hme threatened 1o be a ﬂ"'l,.'1|||||_' Feature of her like. She
went thrsgh oll these with conrage und patience arad her indomitable will b
snceced trinmphed aver he odids, Way back i 1952, she bhod told us that it
was her ambition to star with Ashok and Dilip. Within kess than three years,
ghe garrsl with Ashok and won the Clare For ik aned with Dilip Im Fantpaeri
aoad then A the sensotiomal bogeoffier W, Azaad, This schievement §5 an elo-
rueene triliigbe 4o tlwe :Cil.':EII:. “‘{'.u]:, Wiy sl wodker] nod realisen her mislost
renms,

That she iz modest to the core, we mealised from the way she dreased, (he
manner she kepk her home, and wlen she atked w5 i her poctic fashion:
“Tum kyn keroge suokar, movzse e kefeni® (What will oo do hearing
from me my storvP), the first line from ler delightful self-compased poem,

IHI.':I?'.'IE"-[.I.'!' enough, the mast vivid memary it she hos af ber Lo & ooe

of aceidents, Anel cne of the worst cur nccidonks IH[ﬁlJlt"tu'lJ an her Way
bk froan Mahabaleshwar afiter recompdng from am attack af typlaid m 1952,
[t was a0 gevious that ot coe time ot wos feane] that her hand would have to
be amputated. Lockily, plastic surgery was suocessfod and lwer hand and ecareer
were sived.

“In every picture”, she playfully tald us reminiscing over the past years
of lvr film career, “there seems to bo some soet of minor o majur accident i
slare for me. 5o [ have learne ta take them as litte frolics of Dame Fartune”

Blany years ags, at the age of four, she played a child rols as Jodmjs
d""‘H}'“" in Prukush’s Forsimd E Waden, Later me i Wadlia's 'IIEE.rmr, shie
portrayed [nirsjs sweslhienrt. TIE Tamsharmation From o puvenile ortist loog

[q5?




fafl-ledged heraine significantly gums up the
Erst stage in her eventiul career, acciclents or
e acriclents,

D AUCHTER af the onee-famoes sy of
the Inclion screen Ighal Begum, Moo
Kinmeari, like ler two sisters, has evidenily -
herited the soting tubent from her motlser. Her
elder sister appeared in Glmes under the semem.
Eme of Khushid Junjor_ sl e younger
sister {7 well-knawn to lo-auedipnees  ns
Baby Madhor, the populic child star o
T il

Baorm at ﬁli-l'l'l|l:'|:. an Angust I, 1932 Meena
Kumari has warked in nearly Gibtee péctures
as o child str befare geiting hey fiest grn-
up rode in_Bochon Ko Khel. Nobable amae
these were Profiggn, Bahen, Laf Higzeli,
Leather Face and Ek Hi Bhool But even

R then she :rilf nod sty long an screen,  After

s Martraying the heraine in Hangirs Pign Civer

::Jnﬁl“mgnﬂ:i:lt}:l{':lll;: :EJT::IIHE-;T":I! %:Eh:arll:é: fﬁ;.;.u ﬂhu?:n’.' E& Seered onel Bictvale Moo,
FUTERE N e ol R mrean she faced a spell of inactivity due to undar.

bunate: Eamily problems, She Jast her mother

and her elder sister ol married, The Family Eolt terribly depressed and lanety,

Andd Meonia bad to stay at home, J"E;k 1
. Iq‘:’-j‘

Simple, unassuming and mever secking the lmelight of pubdiEieyg, Meens Ei-
muri wag dlmost Fargotten for o perdod of Four years, But in 'ilﬂﬁ- fomd Wailia

east het in his mythalgicol picture Veer Chaicthacl, This pEcture prveed
a hit and Aleena Kumar vifually beams 5 soc of Chhota Goddedess of
Incitan screen by pliying various divine rales i mivthalogicals like Gauesd
Mahima, Havumon Patal Viay, Lormi Nerayan, cie.  Her Empressive perfor-
mande in Hamara Chae started 5 oyele of social roles for her amd her work in
Wadin's Magraor and United Technicians’ Semmn wis well applinded. Bue the
rel break of ler coreer wos et b eoie in Frakosh's Boiy Bowr As the
village: belle i love with the celehrgped dnger, she rowe o dizy helghts of
swecess, 1 was dndesd Beify Bocrg that established her ax 5 Froot-rank stor

In Tomasho, Alodia and Neviakhe Her she displayed o vivid Haip for
sctven-histricnica, Bat it was in Aslok Kumar Produclions’ Pagiresta, ditoeted
by Bimal Roy, that she coptuned ihe heare of Fan-population s ome of Klmdem’s
mist talented  herines. Hers she breathed lide fnin Sarap Babui's immoriad
character. More sereen roles followed and her performances in Zia Borleadyy
Foatpeth, Chopra’s Changhnd Chaeck, Phani Majumdar's Beadlwan amd Pakshi.
raja's Azood were well appreciated. She | shaped into one of Elmdom's mos
verdatibe beroines and her other remarkable pictures includs Bk Hi Rosts, Mis
Mary, Bandhan, Bandivh, Shorda, Yofaoods and MWedhu, She bas sen o b
stellar hogwurs theough her coasistently good scting,  Her recent Blms I e
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AT hene ey Eiomari wisrks hord apd pe
reveals her interest jn art amd musle, ey
VeleTan misic dirpetor and Meeng Kumari has the
Formerly she gsed o mive Biv-beick sangs F
b o A mmost g
lime=1
Amang her early perfarm
wits hirsell surprised o B her play it mopces
Dtsing vl they are, tragedy is pot
role, vou require g1) ¥our ggs”
rale in eam with remarkahis
Wynian amang foreign shyre

A FTER hes MArTge o writer.dirselar Fa
fgly memomble §)n Mohal undor fhp
Kumari gave 4 wyhljae portvayal in Daery p
,Komal Amrahs,
1 have got preny regard far Kamal Amrah
way back in 1832 angd Wi are glad en find phy
ed fata her haappne merriage with Kamal Seab,

{Cond

Ii

she maintadns, Ne

necoess. She likes

i

{Mexiny without pach oeler @

10T early e tures. She
1€ Tike the appearancy o vlassical usa wii are

ani, ghe lkes Sonam bt

diffcult o portmy, bup

mal A
I-]::-.-m'm:,,-

i &1 director ™
t thig miktria]

Char DN Char R, Sivia
Bazaar, Ardhangin, Chirag
Kahan Rovbmd  Kabar, i
Apvar Awr Pross Parai, Kaki-
foor and Pyer ko Sager,

However, dlie does nog very
much fike the nome Meens
Kumari, though & is oy the
lips of Lakls of flm faneg amd
ARy a new barg gir] s e
g mamed after ler, Her ro]
name is Mehfibesty  whicl
means & person with o fone
head ke thae of i i,
She prefors thiz o hor SCTUT .
mame, She i very much altn.
ched to Ber YOURger  giseer
Madhn, They weps cofistag |
mpEnions in studios  ever
stnce Madhy uged i plas i
'|-'I'TJIE'|I:" m]-e-!. ﬂll!-qb"h MRS i
ally they indulged @ g
friendly  domestic qurrels
mad fights, they couldnt e
vER
for o iy,

r nicely fumished resideses
father Me. AL Daksl, wig g
Makural gift of 0 swent vojes,
i e Sang
kes classica] RO, Bid sogpe
Invasiahiy ugly.
It ws a light rale g
“Believe me, our lyes
bo play a light cummiely
vis, she played 5 light
de Huvilund ang June

:'flill_'y.

vertfel
Olivia

ahd, whe gave that haims

Talkiey Laxnmer, hfesn;
ced and diregted by Bk
st hid tald o
regnrd has euliminat.
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MOTILAL

44 ARAIED abeut g hondred Hewes, died olmost bydee, never b bap al-

WAYE |:-r-,'|||E|||_ dwan by |'.:|r_||'|||||-|'_"—l'|||I statement sounds Baniastic Hut
that iz Tow Mlatlal, the veteran flm-hers of Indian screen, describes his soneen
eapeer wilh characteristic humsour,

Trdeed, Medilal has a glorions record as flmelom’s smartest bers, For gver B
decacdes, he has redures] suprems over the heart ol fan ',ll:-;lll|:l-1ln'!u'- anid #nven ak
thi age of 1L he s “stll going sromg” T am ahead af vor Gevernment becinse
I have a Fhyear plan™ he claims with a smile that strikes you as o GFoy-REny
concoetion of goy ahandan and solid self-comfidenee, The dappes, well-tailoned
Miatilal, with that desil-may-care kok dght dewn to the Enmcas tilt of his febi-
hat, Tas walked away with histrionle heoours in many a piclane ook, stoek and
||I|."'J_l:||'|||||||-"' Mided For his el masery over hdstrionmice, his nune has -
camm & Laword For effortbess scting,

Hix seeme of hamaor s malchless aml his Hisifis anel wise-cracks have an
elervescende all theie own. Even when e recminls aome of the II!I|_:I|I.'iI§=III|: -
gidents of his lifie, ey get illaminoted by the spark of hés hmmear, as, bor es-
emple, wlwen lee recalls the ilhe=ms which avertook ldim in 19525 "1 kel Becoing
a0 sepinis, Hhat (L1 Trsenicle pefused 1o ledicve flol | was alive :'|-|.iII:|-' of them,
wlin Dad posld o Y wili diy ||l'.||i|.]_I thie rarmar als=t Ty dieath kl.'|:|| k-
ing their eyes amd touched my body to ascertain Dat they were not talking ha
my ghost!™,

Even Moblals ¢escfors dlﬂ'l"l“'l' that, more thun any medicne, it was his
eepise of hamnesie ol enge e his |'||'|l1 wnl Facilitated s FOCTVEDY, With his
B |,:_;|[| of the gah, Tw |_||I-!:. life dnko [Erkics awd Blim-Minctions

!_15 a child, Motilsl was o bundle of mischief and adventure. Among ather

ihirgs, T wis fond of shikar. T psed the gon at the age of 10 or 11, he
promcly claims amd a ook ot the sours on bis Fiee convinees vonr of lis juveniic
dare-devilry. Whem he was g chikl one day be asked the Maharsjkuamar of
Vizinnagram, (Yiezy o erickel Fansl anoald Family-friemd, bo allow him is ride
Bu pomg. 18 wax young Muki's fist rice oo a borse and vet he mounted (he pooy
with mrest enierame sl mode on with eondencs. Then come 2 small pil ma the

way, The poay slipped and lell, This aceldos las lefe an mdelibde mork on
Mati & the sour thet we see an iz forehead wven bodoy,

Borm at Simks on Dhecembor £, 1810, Medilal cosnes Erom o distingudsked
Fumily which hails from Dhelli, His father was 3 renowoed educatismist. Undar-
tunabely, he died when Maoli was just ane wear ald, Mot wns, therebore,

i
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Mirthfnl Motilal brings miw Bie (nio any party, Ferming a

NSEXEY group ot s friendly TevelTy are (Trom left) Mmharik,
Surendrn Deesai, Motilal ond the [nis Chandramobas, ome
of Moti's dearcsi frienida,

was o woll-knowy eivil sur.
geon of P, Unpele was 5
stern disciplinarian and ak the
samer bime a liberal gports-
mean. He was a good ‘shal®
aod yoang Mot used 4o ae-
company bim en his hutling
ervands. At Best Mali was pul
up in an English schon] ot
Simla ansl afterwards for o
while he did some schocling
in P, Then he shifted to
Delhi whore he  contimijed

hiz studies in a schosl and i

ber im o college. Mz gpels

indlsenced him a lot and gave him a broad liberad autlosk on lifie, At collese Mat
made a gond name as an all-mnd ortsman and excelled in cricket.  Both a)
seliwnl aned sallege, next 1o sparts be leid @ Fascination for clrwrlig,

After beaving college, Moli cume dowen b Bombay to join the novy. Wi

wirter-Rust dn his veins, e o
suddenly he was takoi il
test,

tvitl carieer fud o peenlior faselnation for him, But
anel his slpknesy prevented him from apparing for the

HEN coe day he went to see the shooting at Sagne Studias where Directar
k- P. Ghosh was busy with 4 sela] pictare. Motl, then st now was nge

of the best dressed men in the b anal his smart, wd]

-grodmed appearanee

immeliately canght the ey af Dhirector Ghosh, Batilal, who had visited the

stidit-set and of clriisity, was taken 2

baek when be found Dipscene Ghosh crm

timsuzly skaring ok lim, Hemult; Motilal wasx straightaway offered the s of

the here in Sagnr’s social et

mary of the cofluloid idols whe g ber g Bl

ole, Motidal Frand Bimself bepomdng
sicision. by K. P. Ghosh, he cliisémted pa iy

Frer of the Lty alias Sheher Ko Tedu, Uilike
igh the mill to get the hera's
& flm hero overndght, Afer SIS Tair-
ke up sereen gy a cartesr and appear-

ed it momantio lead appusite Sabily Devi in Ligre af the Gy, As the play-

back system had ot come into vope then, Motilal used to siy

1 his own sonps

im the pictures, One Prbiculsr song “Hum se swineder kot mafn fain, kol nghin

e slitn” which be skng in Lure af the
musical maestre from Bengal K. O Dhesy,
fuTe was =0 fmpressive thaei Drirectar Ghoskh wadd
humting all thromighout,”

In those days, Sagar Mosdetome wy
Biblso, Yakub, Mava Banneres, Sahi Dhev,
Mehbaoh, Sarvottun Badsm, Chimanlal L
Bose, Anil Biswas and Miirparn Chae
romantic lesd made him g hot Favomi it
vewses [ike Sfver Eing and Forbidden

ity proved g bt Ik was bined by that
Hig perfrrmance in fhis very first pic-
“Here's the e | hove been

¥ @ mursery for stors like Surencpg,
Eumnr, Rase, ete,, direeborg Iiks
nlar, and music directorg like Hires
k. Motk siiperh Portravals iy (e
= with fang Iy the waks of early mic
Bride, came Jagirder, o sertational hioy.

broaght mp by his uncle wha

Ty
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&0 MOTILAL

olfice kit, In Forlddden Bride, be plaved 1 double mole whils in Jagirdar he
played & doghing heva o o new heart-throh, Moya Bamperjee. With Kokila
Cmptain Kinki Kumar, Dr. Madhuriba and Theee huradred dayy aned After, Muoti-
lal attsined newer heights of histrionics. His romantic miles in Kideadlar amed
We Threw wese equally well appreciated. Espocially, the Hght comedy Theee
Mendfred Days and After wos far shead of s time and Motilal considers hiis
performance there ameng one of his best g Far, Ancl it was in this picture, tha
he polished shaes at Bori Bunder, Bembay, in an autdeor SEQUETICE,

In sophisticated comedies aned streambined draveing.romm mmances, in pra-
vovative socdale and domestic melodramas, Motilal st onoe beoume & hiz ame.
vess, By his immense papuilarity, he created fremendos far-following and Hhat
wity be ronks among the pioneers of film-acting 0z & romantic jdol who per-
petuated the legend of “film-hem worship® an a nation-wids smle. There was
in aic of goicty and Informality sbout Motilal which people had missed so fur
in the Agid, copy-book varioty of Bm acting an the lefion sereen. Snart to his
finger-tips, thot arresting glint at the hack of his eyves had the eloments of mis
chiet which endeared him to one and all. Even when e awitched om o saber
expression on his face, thae shght pwinkle fn s eves imdicated that Moti was
ewjoying 8 secret leg-pull '

H E left Sagor in 1997 amd acted the hero in Director B 8. Chowdhiary's

Ws Teue, Then come Sudoma’s As You Plaose okl Morsfl and Motilal
wim fresh Bistrionmic lourels, Soom he was bagged by Ranjit where he appearnd
i all types of aocial subjects ranging from Dieali fo Holl, Hig perfarmange in
Sheeedi, direoted by Jayamt Dhesai, won him more prise, The picture waz a sibver
jubilee hit and with Eharghid Playing the hesalme, it croated new records. Fe
appeared in countless Ranjit pichures notabils aiing which are Pasdes, Arman,
Sasweral, amd Maowti. Another of his autstanding pichire at Ranjie was Achiaot,
o bold thems which mckled the baming problein of Harljfan uplit. Tt was
directed by that veteran of Indian serocs, Sardar Chandulal Shah ard had
Cobarbai as the heroipe, Matilal's splendid work ns 2 down-and-out unboechs-
hle proved his versalility in acling. In 19E, some of the prominent Blm per.
sonalities were interviewsd on the ATH i 4 special broadeast: “1999 in Trelian
Films". Motila] referred to his portrayal of Achhoot in the folbowing worls over
the AIR: "In It Frue, T was o Bruhimin, In Achdioot, T am an unboscliabsle, Hag
the wim of both these charcters was the sami—humanity™,

Tn ."u;-e-' Eadaw, directed by M. I .-'|_|'||;,|:|'_!.'I:|., lsis hn.'h:\-:L}- |:||'_|r|:r.|:.'.|.| Wis @
veritnhle gem of hilarious acting, In Dast and Cajre, be displayed his mostery
cver the histronics of the saber vatioty. He hrought tears bo coantiess eveg by
ereating vivid cameos of pathos thai lingered in ooe's mind for @ long time, He
wias equally st home in Mehbooh's Fligolmer and Muoshorkhams Pokeli Nezer
In the latter, bt give a chanee o Mukesh to ging for himself, That Nlting somg
"Dl julta hey to jolne de” proved very popular and it gave the bigoest beesk of
his earcer o Mukesh,
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Motilal's later acting  Bri-
wphs  dnclude  Muskinlie,
Prosthare, Bileoi Sodi, Heele
Din, FEekh, Betood  and
ailwrs,  MWemord Bemd, |:|;|1||t_||-
-;,1'\-'_' :|r||E dlireeted |‘|l.' 5—1I|:-1?:'Iil'
([HY I';:||||:|r|:||. revealed ili."i
sty Cneer Garinis hirnriches
._||: ﬁll:|-lj:lllilll‘tlﬁﬂ. Iil'si-:h:s
giving & scintiflating perfor
manee, T wrnobe the soena-
o as well, and the ]h)ill‘lﬁl
dinlomaes  wribhes ||:,- il
had ghe stamp of & seasoned
writer. e tmk the fuan-
workl by  stoom by his
senumptbms comedy in Roop

&l ngoninst Meena, the larnr-

frpa givl of Indion soreen. The Mobi-Meea pair provided more lnighs in Bk
D Teen, anather typical Shorey comedy, Tn Gemind's Mr, Sempat, Metilal ex-
eellod himnscdf in porrayving the l.'llll'l|_.l|l':-: cliarncter af My, Sampak and ndde] e
mware liistrionic trivmph to his creer. In Masfan, a picture modefled oo Chap-
lin's Kidd, he literally tromped his way to people'’s heorts, Hig semi-trugic semi-
pamie rale in Datta Dharmodhikars Secethon was eaually cotstonding,

His other notable Alms include Deedas, fagte Babe, Al DR Swe Nokip,
Anard, Poighem, Zomin ke Tore and Pamikh. His work in Deodee amd Paraid
earned him the Fitnfore Awarde His oo nelependent production under tha
barmer of Rapranshi Production, Chiaii Chilati Baden promises to be a povel
subiject.

ESPITE advancing wears, ke still refnins his dove for adventure. His dare-

devil explodts in the Aeld of sports hove oiten given mamy ARECQE mMoomezits
to his Friends. Years ago, while fielding under the celebrated cricket-star Vigay
Merchant's captainship ot the ©. C. 1. a ball hit the wpper lid of hds epe which
kept bim in bed for weeks,  His eye had o very onrrow escane and still thers i
same sort of swelling round that spot. e, of course, shaws it b you with the
pricle of a hattle-searred snldier!

Vijoy Merchant was so0 much upset over this injurg that even after Motilal
weits nommeal and starbed playing soreen mfes, he always made it o poing (o see
Malia pictines an sereen with prent anxieky and it was pmly when Mati ployed a
ﬂr:llu|_ il‘!.'|:.i|| krenck of 31 1r-|'|ij,:||!FI.l| i in Hhe secomed imndnes of the Film Star
Cricket Mateh in 1951 that "¢'I||:|'!.' [l.'rlrl acted g% miaster of oeremoniss) was
canvinesd thint svervthing wos O, K owith Moti's evos and congratolated him.
Mlatilal has played first closs ericket since 19260 “Had [ oot joined the movies,
[ wonld have certainly mode o name in cricket, | wag playing so well that by

Muodilal with Sheila Ramaoni im & recent ploture. e

r o Slhaarey - | . sdvancing wears. Motl losks hers as poithfuol as his
K. Sbarey's EE Thi Lar Nl LaBeaianes In "Hhaher En Jadwt,

i




a2 MOTILAL

arw I owould have sarely becoene Indin’s captain”, he clutms with his usual
good-humared  adavity,

Ever gince sir-services starbed, Mati has sebdom travelled by train. He is
in excellent pidot himsedf and ooce owned o plane, He has travelled all over
Indin. “[ have gooe az far as Andamesns®, he bells vou and then he = quick
encagh to add: “Of course, not as a oriminal but as o tourist™, He haes hael
both misor and majar accidlents in his quest bor travel and adventure. In his
earlier days, while driving at break-neck speed, e used to keep time o the
music played by his cor-rdio on big aceeleratar, g feat very bew people could

baiast ol

He is lending a bappy married Bfe, His wife @3 8 doctor and the Motilal
estallishment at Walkeshwar, oo Fl-ruu'lm}-'s Malahar Hill, 15 5 pleturesgue
sight, Thanks |H'r|I.I]15 tn his lowe for navsl ;-||!-_|-.e||;_|"-|i“::.=_ At L‘!.I:..'_\-; in 1 mice
bouse” cvedooking the ses, He has been lving Tsere ever sinoe le joined e
films.

He is a lover of dogs amd horses and bas 2 great orze for horse-mcing,
He had o hosse whom b had re-christened “Traitgr” becsuse the animal had
st masty hahit of leoking hack ar Muotilal exactly at the time of reaching #he
winning past ancd losing the raoe o the sfort] When the horse was sent o
Badras, however, it made good all the loss Mot had ursfergoaie, He has given
up rxcling since the death of lds dearest friend Chandramohon, that e
amang clamcter-achos, As o mensment b e Friendshin and Inapired by
Chmnelramohan's life, Mot hogies o pradiae o plictire called Juard, e ke a
central character in the person of a mumbler and has ol of horserses sommoe,
Muamy reallife jockeys and turf persoaalilies are eapected to appear i this
novel vendure,

Moti gets all kinds of bettors from flin-groers and to the asil compliment
T am your fan”, be hits hack with 4 bypical request: “Then come in the
summer”! His wise-cracks bristhe with imtelligence and hemour and hiz re.
partse i oreally classic, "My best gisl friend §x lonelines™ is Motfs pet witt-
cism. After his last serious lisess, he shocked jowrmalist Frisnds by his sensa-
timal but hilarious confession: "After playing the mole of M. Fampat T have
developed a speciality for cheating. Like Mr., Sampat, whe wag ag expert
cheat, 1 hinver chented death™ '

T leve hman hesings, bt om more partinl ke dogs™ he sayz, “hecause T
find dogs more Toyal and grateful than humans.” In this commection, he min-
tara the bovalhy of his pet dog “Monarch™ whick slarved dtself duzing his zh-
semcr from home in the course of his 1neas,

In schoel, Meti had a grea tiking for dmwing and paiating and lnter on
b encouraged ane of his teeneagesl servants, Devidas, to develop this hahlw
st mach that the prodigal 15-vear-ohd ortist beld a tme-man exhibition of his
pamtinge, uncler e awsplees af the Bumboy At Society, which received hand-
seene fributes From the ant-crities i

(Contfaed an Pame 180
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NALINI JAYWANT

T[E prophets of fAlndom aver that ooce o #ar disappears from the Bl
firmament. the chasoes of his or ber come-back are huieied b one, Nolmi

Jaywant has attaleed this feat by theowing all the corventiomal befiets of these
shudlo.wenther-ocks to the winds! After vanishing from the horizon of Blm.
kind for full three years, she again took the fan-world by storm, A givee
bier returm i fims, Halind hos morched Enom oo trinmph to anothes,

B o Febemary 18, 1500 in 2 renowsed Moharashtrian family of Bombay,
che wis noted for her smartness a3 & child and displayed greater understanding
than the Hmy-tols of her age. She began going to the films nt the age of =ix
and Kked them immensely unlike many of our artists who were seldmm visibors
ks the mavies. At school, she took & keen intesest n dramatics gl dancing,

She give her fist public performance when she was just siz, Sl mng in
the Children’s Progmmme of the AIR, Bomlay, and earmed praise. I thoss
days, nobody took dancing geiously in schools bat the principal of the Ram
Mohan High Schood, where Nakind was a studemt, evinoed active interest, He
gat & dance teacher from Lucknew and 2 small schaal of dancing was started.
Nakini's father Me, Purushottam Jawwant, who was atteched mo the Custons
Department of the Bombay Governmenl, gave her the pecessry encounigément
i giet in school theatricals. She gove her Rt performance in a echond drams
i the age of ten which was well appreciated. Her subsequent perbormanee a5
the heroine in Guradev Tagore's Shrimatifi brought her fame as an accomplish-
pd juvenile star of the sage She literally lived this zole and she came bo b
known as Shrimatiji among her friends. Stll thers was not the slightest Inclini-
Hoo in the family to groom ber for a scroen career in fpic of the fact et ber
pousin, Shobbas Samarth, had already hecome o front-rank &lar,

0N there took place an event which marked the begmning of the change

in the entire career of Nalini. She had to render a song on the occision
of young Wutan's fourth birthday celehmtians at the Samarth’z The singing
wag spplandid by the gathering which inchided director Virendra Desal whe
was cn the look-out for o sitable heraine who wouald alsa be a caneer far his
new picture Radhike, He already knew Nalini's reputation as a good damoer
and offerad her the leading rale straightaway. She was surprissd and comld not
pven belipve it Thinking that Virendra was oot at all serious, ghie apreed &
work i his Radbiks provided he get the consent of ber parents in the malier.
Hie early attempts in this direction proved abortive. Ultimatoly, her mnede who
akso happened o b Virendr's teacher once, ncted as the intermediary and the
eonsent of the parents was ohinined.




At that time she was juse 18 and her entha-
’ sinsin for e oareer hael g Evendg cuarji-
Ly sity. In her own words, she had walked
e fiimclom iy frock and pig tails, and with all the
i bunyancy of o sehon Eirl guing to 4 pdenge, The
£ vetirans of the somen ook kindly to this dege
little gir] amel meeIvang Iried to encourage fer.
But the suceesy of fealiba caime ag an ey E=-0pa
er for oll, She wag acclaimed oz sefEaticnn]
| discoveny by eritics ang the pablie. In per VeTy
Eirst pécture, he Geerally dancod T wiy ho e
s hearts and by Fresh, woughify| persma ity
bairst Tike 2 bosnhshiall an fins, [-"-:-Jlm'.-l'ng; thiz,
e comsalicitd her repnetation ferther thrggg,
d Mehlmob's Sigter and Virendrm Dasni’s Nirchosh
But the higgest bresk of her carser wig rel s
y oioe.  In oyveternn R, 5. E]unl-‘dh.l:!."»: Anih
Nalind Hhes to polipr aboul bl nigs Michowli, ghe Tt a new Bigh & hisranies,
Farden in her Chambyr ligme She breathed (i inty that neyel e of rle
and established hersedf 8% o dear Jitthe hegrt.
theab of that e, “The atory of Angh Michowli ws spocially written For e
dnd the pole wos ipecially designed for ma. Mawacliys, | fnd neeiing Nke thye
Mukind complaing recilling hpy icting mipopgy. Equally notzhle ws hor sprightiy
performanes iy Adab Ars,

Then campe 3 MOMOESlY event in fypr life. Tn 143 she meirried] for Jove,
director Virandy Desal. Th mowes caimsed o fupne in sicinl eireles oy thiny he-
bonged b differes Cinmirnitiss, J¢ ale brought aheme 4 Bap in her owrerr, She
virhelly retired frm Bim aefing, Foflowed 5 Irying period foe hoth, Firel wis
ziidded to fire when some Prodineers backed o after casting her as ghe hezaine.,
In coe cuse, she wag even alffererd g Sapparting mle,

of obscurity, Many stars have triad 1o TE-APPear on goreen after g temiparapy
break and Fajed miseribly to do the trjag 1844 to 10T wag 5 tampletely hlank
period for bar, By 1947, g began to re-trace ber #eps back into the fitms, g,
began in a small bt gy way, She socured g lending mle in 5 Cujarabi pip.
e Vaegedr Thaugh g Mahurashtyian by hirth, she speaks luent Gujurati
anel in Vorasder fper palislied activg and Foylehesy disdome come g5 & SUTprise
b the fps of Cjarali pdefires whis wore fed ap with the stilted ofecse of the
professianal stage diction that marped mearly every Cujarbe Rl After Famp.
v, she ot g pale i prodicer-dipectge Dharamseys Anakia Fuar, Here @in
actesl with sucd, leadling artisey 2z Ilip ani Nargis, She s with delighiefa]
reafism nod frecdom ag the ey daugluter of 5 gardeier who bover] the hiers
(Dilial. With  shie sl Wi g fimn prounds. Thin came B Jongg-awaibpeg
chunoe. Filmistan case e Rt that papilar §im idded, Ashok Kumas in
Someaidhi, ey agminst  the basckgvound of the Tndion Matiomal Army, i







starre] them in powerfisl roles Malini guve 8
marvellous performance and made o magmificei
Feturn bo the sereen, which even eolipied  her
varlier popalarity, by msihg o newer  heights
Mat only that. The menmmrable performanes by
Matind gnd Ashak established fhem as a Favoar.
ibe Bovepair of the Tndian SCreen,

The suocess of Semacthi did mat oo o her
in o easigl, Thocky™ way. She had b sweat for i,
like sin altogether new artisk, malng it all over,
She' even attendad the stucio whole day, righe
fromy wight i the mArning every day, during the
entirg period of shooting, The box-office triumph
of Somecihi bt boose & series of - Ashok-Malin
Pedures which fneluds Sengram, Kofls. Nap
Bahar, Saloni, falpari, Naas and iy pthers,
Mullsi hos s heorty feto-a-bete with her  Roles came one after the other, Nomd Kisfimre

Bel pappy. anc Misgarddar follvwed quick sicvession
Ankiens  proved anthier hit, Then Eollowed
tadoe and Meufeican which further stabilised hee Eume as 4 versatils ackross.

dinc then she fi phayed bading roles i umpleen pictares and displayed
her mastery over of] types of rofes, Her nokabde filens dnelys Aahi, Raitway Plot.
Tarm, Nasil, Eherog, Mesnimpes, Trsaf, Hiem Sl Choe Hein, Bharati, Mizs Bom-
boy and Kalapaii, In the Iast-named, shy fave another memotuble perfioy-
marde, which eamed ler the Filinfaee Award for supporting role,  Hey FoCEnd
films are Moo ke Ansoe and Awmer Rahe Yo Pyar,

After separating from Virendrn Dessi, sk recently married Prably, Drayeal,
i preminent filn pereamality,

‘\TH.T:'-.!] rafiks ameng the wose pvial female sty of filmdom. Her hair-siyles
1 dre the eraze of oollege mirle, I EVETY new pichire of hers, she sports o
new hiredo, She ir the girlish sort of charnmer whisa very informality hregls
through the deadlipst monotvny. On the setw, sho is the life af the sudin-creg
But her jolly extoror fnd prankish nabure provide merele 4 popular windgy
tlressing to hpr czsentially robust snd infellectunlly sdvimpesd mental make.yp,

She prefers to lead 4 quict, dosiestic life. She is nol o member o aky
clabi and she goes 1w parties and fumctiomg oaly rarely, She likes gn chi Blwe
domestic chores and eqg eook miamy dellcioys dishes withoeie referring o any
ready-made meny in e akery books, Her avourite drink & codlee.  She eiqualiy
reflshes an ice-cream oone or 5 packet of choolage,

Fhe considers her roles in Amdhike, Sasnacfli amg Navafirwan AMENE sy
best and sha puta Mahosh Eanf artong the most sensible directors, 4 Péchure

(Condimed o Fape 114
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NANDA

H.N{ZIT by years but by disposilion is wisdam acrquired”, cne & reminded
af thess words of Flasts when one meets snd falks 60 Monda, one of
lian Al Armament in recent vears. At Fhe

the brightest stars to shine in Ind
mature outbook on like

bender age of twenty MNanda reveals g sarprisiogly
ard ity problems. Folite despite success, mudest despite her good looks, and
homely despite all the tinsel glimour of a stuclio-wiorld, she is sefreshingly
free from the moods and tantrums wsually associated with a rising, successhul
glnr.

Behind thiz weloome, inderstaneding  mental make-up of bers lies the
tragic: tenor of eventa in her childhood. Tt is perbaps the quintessemce of the
struggle she mderwent after tragedy avertock her family in the woke of les
famcus father's death. Her uppretentions personality seems (o have been
moulded on the snvil of experience derived at an early age from Life’s ups ani
ilowns.

She does sob fancy bersolf to he o glamoar-goddess of the aitvery skies,
bat & downeto-sarth working girl from o middle-clags Family whose happiness
wis destroved by a cruel Blow of fate, The thaught uppermast in ber mid has
always been the well-leing of her fammily.

The bate Master Winayok, her Father, & welldnown to all as an excep-
tinmally talented Blm producer, direcier and actor wha s left on incedille
impress an the Imdinn flm inclastry.  He has given many memorable [I'.'I'EI"'I-
manees smd many memarahle pacures (o the film-ing warld, Monda i lhis
el ‘I:""I:[.h!ﬂ' Sl was korn dn .|:;|||||:I|':,l E-l 1941 at EHIII:.HHII‘ When Miaalr,
his last picture, whas undes production, he passed away, The sorrowfol event
changed the fortunes of his family which composed of his wife and sEven

yoang children,

AMDA was saoly 6 then.  She had playod o small mle of a boy n Madir,

which was completed by one of ber father's assistants, "1 wis oo young
at thut time asd eodoy [ odoot recollect what weork T cid there, but my ekless
my I didl Eairdy well®, Nanda says recalling her Brst ever screen appedarince,
After the death of Master Winayuk, the family stoyed with one of their ancles.
The expenses far the children’s education were bogn by Shri V. Shantaram,
the ooted producer-director, who s also one of thedr uncles,  Namca, Mema,
her elder sister, amd brotlser Subbash went to o comeent scheal at Peddar Finac,
Mopda nlsa had her bessons o Kathak donee and clnssical music after school
hoars along with sister Meena, The ides of teking, screen career had never




occirred ko hir, though her
friencls at schoal used o w2y
she might one day became
alar, |:-¢"]II:E the |'|:I||!_:]|I:r'|' of a
il celobrity  like  hasher
Winayak,

Sister Meena and Nunda
give nearly Bty performances
of Kathak dance i aid of
charitalde conses, of & Eme
when their own family was
pissing 1:||rl_|1|;_.:|l clifficaale

Hmes: O course, relafions
In thds rare childhoos shisdograph, Nandpa

iextreme Fight) s frem with Ber mixbers were quite helpfal, but Nan.

4 [extreme lefil and Jaimaln (im ghe i was yearning for the Fime
mdddin) when she would be ghle o

ecarn and belp her family, Sho folt that thedr Family shoubd gar be a burden to
amyane.  In this brying period, their mother proved & tower of srength and en-
coargemsnt bo the children. *Ie was mmmy whoe gaye vaurage o all of us ami

itmpired s bo faee the hardships in those daye® Nands declares with her vaijce
chaking with emotion,

FHILE in school, Nomda Player] child mlos in Aiigeren, feggu, Skankir.
charys aul Pandlorichy Panp Ehe becoms familisr e fi-goers as
“Hhaby Mands®, the ehild artlste. “Thaugh [ had no degiee b take wp Hlm et
ing a3 o career, it seomed a5 if fhe hand af =ome unseen power was priclling
me in that direction”, o quote ber wn warids,

At the young oge of 14, she Plaved fle role of the heraine in Kuldaicar,
a Marathi pictore.  Mjs Namln Winayak Enrmatnki, the sehoal gird from Fed
dar Reoad, shot inta stardom as Maruda, the leading lady of the sereen. Bug
was st unil she acted the main Jead in ¥, Shantaram's Toofon Air Diga ai
the age of 15 that Nunda took up Acling ne @ career seriongly,

0 1 was dragged by cireumgances inbn screwn career, Fortunately, i,
iy earlier mles I did not encogmber ANy nervousniss or stage Fright as penple
were Familiar and very lelpful.  Far instancd, Toofon Aur Diye was my up-

de's picture ond everyane wie known to me there. T feli as dF 1 wos oy
awn hame®, she savs,

Followed mle in atler pictures. Her work in 8l amd Clfeds Boey
put her oh rosd to stardom, She thrilksd Alim audiesees by hier vivid kg
in Sekafii Copal, Shevgyachyg Shengo, Mool Ka Phool Dse Kaha T
Bardda, Anchel, Eomoon and ather pictures,  Hes performances in Char [
terd ond Hweme Dong howve added further laursls #o her career  Her recent

mntable pictures {nedude Adki, Amar Aghe Yo Pyar, Mendi Logi Move Haath
aml Kalnniio
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[E1H MAND A

W-"'-""”-""" has distinguished hersell in a viriety af rodes, In real life she
L i far from the apedicone she mosty portravs on the screen, ond lhenes
her Eriends Are somellmess 5||1-|:q'il:|:l|,| b Risd her portray tragic rodes with re-
markahle success. “This s perhaps bewmise though owtwandly [ am Gkt
hmarted, inwardly 1 om rather serions”, she eopdaing with o smile

Now that sho has established herself ag o talented star with a beilHand
fatura beckoming her, she nustlgically remembors her father and his conlei-
hution to the Indion screen, “T feed had le been alive today, things would
have been quite different for oo film mnkine warderds, cepecially far Maru-
thi films. He was an excellen producer-directar, a wanderful actor and 4 ves
kind father. Teurs welledd up in my eves when [ attepded the premiers of
Toofan Awr Dipa. The memnory of my father dached §g tmy mind and [ re
collected his great gesture i casting. me s o child i his last pleturs™, she
abserved while paying o glowing tribute to ber Father.

She gets a very sympathetic fan-mail, FRecently duriig her trip ta Jakaria
o attend the Indonesion Film Festival, she was greatly touched when & tiny
Indion girl aged about 5 or 6 recognised her as fhe young siaber of it
Hahen and presemted ber with o doll which so far she had refused to give o
amyome. T wis s overshelped by that little act that T felt the words ‘thaik
you' were just oot enoogh” she admits,  Naneds delivered o small spesch
Jnkarta which disproves the theory of her being g shy girl,

Asked about ber best pocformance w far, ghe replics, “T hove just startes),
There i still time for the best™. Her deansst hohby is going to Bhms, Nothing
delights her more than g visit to the cioeme. “ am known as a crazy Blm-goer
among my friends”, dlie chuckle,  Namda belivwes thae witching good Bl
one could leam a Tot about 1ife and its differont facets, Amonig her favoariie
shirs are Audrey Hepbam, Deborah Kerr, Ingrid Bergmaan and Jenifer Jomes,

W’.’;HI?.’;': family has now moved o g lovely bungalow ot Bandra. [t is
LVaice 1o see  hey exchonging pleasantries with her Faunger sisters, Jaimaka
and Bharati. She has thres brothers, Subliagh, whe i warking with the Air-
Indin International, Profulls and Joiprokash.  Eldec sistey Meenn is happily

married to Shei © V. K. Shastri, Controller of Productions, B. R, Films.

Mamda thinks thae kard work and simcerity are always rewarcled pot oy
in fm career, bt in other walks of life alo. 1 believe i God apd 1 feed He
has helpod me all throwghost® ghe quips with child-like simplicity. That's o
typical remark. so typical of the school girl whe has become 4 popular screen
bervine agning all the odds and wlo lins literally carripd the responsililities
of her family on her sbender sholdors- very much Hke the mirl she plaved in

Toofan Aur Diya.
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NARGIS

I"‘i'l.l.'.li‘-.[ the clown of the class-rom to the greatest bogedienne of the Indin
serven seems a parsdoxical metamorphosis and yet that’s exsctly what
has happened to Blmdom's most versatile heroine.  The naughty, noisy Mlisz
Fafimil E;nhid |,|.-hn st Gores |;|E ||.;';|' 5|;|||_|-'||-rl'|:||:¢'= SI:;L_'I.II'.E 'L'rl'|_|| |.I.I.'|I3|I.1l.".|' 1h,
today, the upcroweed queen of fmgedy themes, A sad dreamy ook an her
face it enouegh to bring tears to a million eyes in countless auditoriums,  Her
onme, in case pou haven't alresdy guessed dt, is Masgls

Chie of silver soreen’s top-most fan Fovourites, Nargis made her soreen
debat at the age of 14 in Mehbook's Tagdeer. Unguestivsably the darling
of Elm-going legions, she is the least pretentious of the top-grade stars od
Inclinn screen,  Diressed immaculately in white, she Jooks the very péchare
of simplicity come to life,

Danghter of the colebrated soogstress-com-star and India’s firsg woman
flm producer, the late Jeddanbai, Nargis has inberited the histrionic talent
from her mother, Though she had the stellar blocd in her veins, her greatest
ambition was to take wp medical career, become 3 doctor and beal the waunds
of the suffering humondty, Bom at Cabeutta on June 1, 1829, Nargis has il dis:
tinction of playing the very frst flm-role of her coreer as o child in Tolesh-
E-Hug which the late Jaddanbai produced under the banver of her own lilm
concern, Sangit Movietone.  Narglss screen-maioe then was Boby Rani, I
i3 also an record that at the agpe of four she appeared in Sagar's Nefcheali,

Jaddanhai wns o resowned and papolar songstress of her day ard ber
semgs had thrilled music lovers over the Radio, through gramophone records
aed {after the mikies came) through ber flm soogs Her hneis and  dedres
were e rage of comnaisseurs of classical musie, In 1618 she was admitted for
an operation i & bospita] ot Locknow, There ghe met a brilliant medical
stucdent hailing From Revwalpindi, Uttameland Mobanchand, and they Eell o
lwwe with each other, He embroced Islom to marcy Jaddsnhal,  He was con- |
verted by the well known Indian leader Moulano Abul Kalam Azad, f

",1-'-' HEM Margis wos hom, she wos given the pame Futima ond she was the

pet af Papn Mahan Bakbna, She fondly semembers her childbood andar the |
koving care of her parents, "My father had o very geoercus heart and even
when my mummy affectionately used to sny "Mever give her money,” my daddy
nlwnys gave it bo me”, ghe iold us remembering the eardy days of her childhood.

- In 184, Nargls moved to Bombay with her parents, Though Jeddanbai
started her own production concern, nedther she oor Molen Babu had any




intention to groom Mageis
for a soreen coreer, Tn 1996

she  joined e Cluees j
Marys High School  apd
passed  her Sensor Cam. ) _
bridge, Called "Baby” at #
home, she was o Liright S
stutdent at schoal. She se. 5,
eured distingtions many g e
Eime; her favourite sbjpct L
in gchoal heing draswing, -
"Mobody  took me i E‘.ﬁ;-
schoalplags”  she  oom- [
plaing with a Faint smile. J—-" .
Fhe was very gond at oo Hy

9 :H |t

meily b, strungely  enp-
ugh, was considored o bad
- risk  For  serious  roles,

Wargs as child star Baby Rand with Yakub in *Tatash-g- “Look, new ghe  wanls mo
| : H=q® prodused by her mother Jaddnmnbai, actl”,  her  sehook-mites

(Fhde ewry mre ond punsmita bl ohite of Navgls ar g abil i . >
. wtar bb repesfieny here frow e colfichnn of oge of Hie awtiors, 13500l boosny with @ bwist af
Mr. H, 5. Beooh nosg,

i i =

In the clasi-roam, she wis known for her delightful sense of hamour, and
hew jally good antics earmed for hor the titde: “the clown of the el Hehoal.
mates uged b dedve great Fun from the boisteraus propks af young Nargis,

Ehe used to take [ife eazily as 0 child. Cyeling was ane of her Favourite
hubibies and she used o ride her eyele so East that her falls from the bike bo.
camse a regular featore.  Her sarliesg hobly, therefore, may be said to be “alling
Tram bievele” “Yau see 1 wanbed same sort of mntuyrdom for myselE,” she migs-
i defending those dare-clevil feats with hier bicyelp, " i

“Please, don't exert yoursell”. was her mothy for the clusaoom g she
prepared for examinations caby at the Inst minote, Twa memths befarg fer
final eximimnton, linde Miss Bnshild would sit wath il =armestness i Bier
cliz and become 5 brilliant stuclent. Her teachers wire dazzled by her, #inn]
Swecess and wondered bow she managed b pass,

A FTER linishing hor stucties, he wanbed i ol the MUB.BS. course, exnrtly
as her father had done.  She hod g inclimation ut oll far o screen career.
Fhe was mever a regular picture-poer.  In foct, she had 6o permission From L
parents i visit cinemas and they wens very strict aboar her upbringing. When :
sho was in the VI stamderd, she g Bombay Talkies' Kimeet with abaut ten
friends and emjoyed Ashok Kimar's acting as o pick-pocket.  Littlp did she
know then that three veors later e herselt would act in g picturs against
Ashok Kumar, Onee Director Mehboob, & gond Eamily friend, par forasrd
A sigrestion that she ghoyld jain the soreen,  She vehiemently prodested mgninet
this amd just in keeping with lier age, brake into tears and declopm] ghat hier
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brothers wore big encagh o suppart lser,
As for her, she reiterated thap she lasd
made ugpy ber mind b beome a dockor

But Mebboob did oot leave the matter
there. “Later an, an a Saturday evening,”
sxid Nargis wividly recalling the incident,
e came mnel asked whether | would like
Lo see the famcas star Alatifal acting oo the
sets of his new picturs Tageleer.” She ac.
cepted the invitation and went to dress up,
There she was intrigued when Mrs, Meh
b started plucking her epebrows, preen-

(5

Creling was one of Nargh's Lavoorils habhies o bar beair, dressed Ber in 2 anri, applied

TN W . Hp-shick and gove her high-beeled smdals

that made her feel like wilking om o Hght-rope. Then thy all went b the studia,
Mutilal was there with his inseparnhle smike. Nargis was persanded #o deliver o
bew lines of dialogue agninst Chandramoban, There was the usual hubbub ang
shots were taken. Then she was told that she was the hevoine of that picture.
Ehe argoed that she didn’t want o beooms o Blin-skar andd she hnd decided o
beeome & doctor. Bt Director Melboob pleaded that if she refused work any
mare, he would suffer a great Inss &5 be had alroacly taken some shots, Ag B aryris
dicl ot have any idea ahout production and its cosis in thase divs. she: believed
Mchhoob's story aned comsented m woek, but §t was tn be stricthy for Taerdeer
e s that Mehbooh may mot andergn anmy loss. “Only one picture and oo
more af it,” Margis pleaded aml Director Mehbooh nouleled assend.

Tagitzer proved o hig siccess aned ler refreshingly pleasing personality and
&cting caphured the henst of flm-goess, Critics hailed the enbry of 4 “smart aew
Face”  Agninst smch top-potch  svetorans ng Mobilal, Chandramshon  and
Charlie, she gve a commendable portrayal as the hercine. Crvernight thes
teen-ager Fatima Roshid, hardly sur of the pirtals of her schosl, hecame
Margis, the hearf-theob of flm fans,  The nation-swide woleoane she gat throogh
her wvery Hrst screen oppesramce and the pleas of friends and relationg to
take op zcting as profession, finally succeeded in persading Margis 1o take
up sreen as her cureer.

After her flving start i Mebbook's Togdeer in M3, under e lovipg
ente af her mothes Juacldankai, she scypuired Ffarther training in acting amrl
developed an excellont podse, Among ber earlier achievements are such diverss
subfects a2 Famows Picfipres Nanrs, Mehbools's Humsgien, and Remea  gnd
Tulict which mother Joddandai procuced mider the banmer of Marzis  Arnt
Concern and which was direcked bse her brother Akhtur Hussain, Her nfler
brother Anwar Hussvin hes sl taken b 8lm acting and proved guite popular,

By her consistently gnod acting, Mirgis aftained o onlgue position and
acquitted herself creditehly when pitted as o heroine againgt veterans ke
Aghok Kumar, Motilal, Jairaj, Pakari Sanyal and others  And today  Margia
belongs to that very sl group of artisls who have to their credit the larpest




pumber of silver ubiles
leits, Amemz the wide vi-
rigty of outstunding  port
|-,|_:\..',-||5. ghe has !.:‘I.I'I-'I:'1I her
pedformances i Faslis
Tmasat, Sunny’s Mela  omd
Belul, Raj kape's  Adg,
Barsom!, Aiexird, Aok and
Ghree 410, Nitin Bose's
Dieerar, Dhornmsey's A
okka Pyar, Meliboob's An-
s, Fanfits  Jogen  and
Fapi, 5 K. Oha's  Adhd
B, K. Asifs  Hulold
and Ler I.]:HIlﬂl! I'l.:'ll'i' in
A Abhass  Anhones

- . - Even & top-bragedienme must lnugh some tine and here i=
deserve  specinl  memiion e triag s joke with Nirups Rey at a I fanction.

Toalny, in  sheer Erige-

dy, there are wery few

actresses whi can come snywhere near Murgis, "My best piciore had pod
b made vet, Yex, the picture i which 1 have dome my best @ wet o P 1L
she modestly sxys even after mach o proud recard of sereen suctosses,  Fler
ather potable pictares include Lahoee, Chholi Bheld, Dherogi, Hirho ki Aaat
ared a mythological rode in Bhizng Pratigpa which is tlhe anly such oo so far
in ler career.

Her later acting trivmphs include Chori Chori, Ml Inaia, Pardistar,
Adalor, Lajroenti ancd Mehbool's memerabde eolour filsn, Mother Diclie, Her
receist Rlm ““.'g.mmnu inchade s Awr Hesl and Ek Thi ﬁﬂ.l.:.'. Ek Thi Hemi.

1856 proved an epoch-making year in her career. President D, Bajendra
Prasad conferred on her the Awsnd of Fadma Shree in the Republic Day
Hemouars  She won npother wnigue homoar whien her acting in Mother frctda
wae adjucged e hest amomg the plctures exhibited ot the Intemational Film
Featival ot Earlovy Yoy, Capchaslovakih,  She ol bapged the Fitmfose
Aumrd for ber soperh acting in Mother frdis,

Socially also 1958 proved ldstore for her, Her romance with the acooom-
plished Alm hera Sunil Dhatt, which storted on tee stz of Modher Tndia, culmi-
nabedl infe o happy marringe. Thiey mal -:|_'.||:-:'!!-!.' Tl i |3l5~'u|,|;'|].- am March
11 1958 In 1958, they have been hlessed with a son—Sanjay,

% a leading Indy to Raj Kopoor, she made one of the mnst popular mmans

tic pairs an the Indiam sereen, but whien dhir saw the notund Raj as @ boy,
she wns totally seared and nod loowing who le was, shouted brom 4, passing o,
“sumamy, ook | What o fat how[” It was oaly when mather Jaddanbei retorted
“Ii's Prithvirais son” that she knew the iclendity of that buxom lad. Later un,
whim Raj becanse on actor and acquired Fame 0nh sfage and sereen, Nargis ased
b hoast before her friends that she kmew. Raj well and that they used to play
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tugether efe, though she did not have the slightes opuaindanee with him, %ie
Vg, therefare, annerved 4 by when ane fine moominge Fiaj unexpectedly tumed
up at her houge and signed e Up for Aag, his maiden ventune, Both af them
appearcd for the st i i g Bicture o beegne friends. With Barsawd, their
Popubsrity ag filmdom’s mast appealing remaike Pair rase b dizzy heights, Like
Baj, Nargie hus contributed o great deal to lift B, K. Filin's stucia b ity prosend
emvilabile position

Nobudy gan secinisly dispute the mastery with which she s rartrayes|
Varioiig charicterg, The r-:ulf-u-.'r.ing nbise i i::.- Raj Kapaor {5 bat a itdchest
tritnele to Ter histricmigs .

“With Nangis on the wts, the director has no oeed tar rebearsal.  He can
stout “hake’ as soon o lighting i Hxed. This I8 because Norgis makes i@ her
basiness not anly g study the seript, bat alsn g study and understand ghe
Slar o¥ actur opposite her, Her HipnGe an the sels this comps From coamiarhe
uruf-:mlnm:hn,l__-. Her pedformanee hias, therefare, hardly to be directed aped nf
B Hme to be dmprovised =

T HOUGH recognition ang Eamie increaspd year by vear, fate had noe been

vary End to her beonuse Just within & perdad af gpe vear, duith snabohed
rway her parents.  Mohan Eaby divel @y Novemnber 18, 1945 amed Jaddamby;
on July 21, 1849, This domestic bereavement s left an indelible mark on
ber sensitive prranmality,

However, by g srange gensp of pr monitian, she foresaw the COMiRE
fragedies, Once she was scling a seone In Andgs which depicted thae her
Father died of heapt Taihare, Focldenly she Felt gt her own father was on
the denthebed, The shoating over, she nashed 1o the hospital to her ailing
Father in 0 very serj, comcition. I sw my furher, He was there by my
side, I kmew he wag Eeing. . moing, bug oo ldn ' belp it," Murgis recalbed, rriog
wrlt large on her foos Nargls had o similar ENperience regnrding  her
maither oy el During the shioting of Hulohed, she soamehony bele that her
mother was very il and immetiztely after that she losp her mher throug
heast fudlure,  “Mosher collapsed in my apms”. 7 dmply conbdn’t believe she
wad dead,” she sid tears dripping from fer s,

Margls wos extremely fond of Clandrmmohan, (hice trying fo foal Iigj,
she lald him - "Chandramalian s elieel af heart-Failire ot ning bodoy.”
the matter of howirs, by phe sriel of afl, maws cime {hae Chandrsmaluym who
was A1 far sometime el posed away,

We asksd her i recollect gome of the hapipy incidends of her bfe, [fes
reply = significont, *T §nd it difflcult g remiom ber hoppy incidents, §aq things
are imnforgetinble,

"Many of the stuatians in fitm= PRy soemes of gur dnger comilicty amg)
personal tragedios, Thers 1 et well, Tenrs enme rushing fs my eves” ghe
explained with melancholy ook, hmos Ehving us 3 clus by Fer MESEErY Cneer
magic ralee. Bub span she warmed op and recalled i, pride an interesting




W LINARILE

| e

S5TAR PORTRAIT 107

crcoumter with Pamlit Mehro,  Onee she was invited f0 a2 Goveroment Hoose
party at Bumbay. At that time she was oob s well-known as todsy,  Her
simple, . elegunt dress without any artificia]l tmppings attractsd the eves of
Pamditji in the muldst of the ecoloordul parsds of costly saris and shindog blouses,
Pamlitil come up and grested her, not knowing who she was. Nargls toak
the opportunlty G0 semind lim that her mother Jaddanboi was onee given an
appointment by Panditfi for onby Ave minotes but Pamditji was so mterested
In Jacdanbadi’s craversation that fren the scheduled Hme of Bve minwotes, the
meefing Lasteid Tor oot Diwie ol 6 hioli, I_:':|_|||:||Ii'i reimem ered that incident
asd had a very pleasant chat with Margiz, Aferwards, she has met Pandit]]
several Hmes ot impartant filmn Functions and lolds him ':ligh. e,

D URING of moments, she likes to play with clolls and she has a beaatibul
colbection of dolls from all parts of the world, When she was a new-
comer to the flms, Motilal, Ashok Eumar and Devikn Band were her ot
Favemrites,  She has great regand for Mehboob, who happens to be her wvene
first director, She told us in an alffectonats one; 1 ahvays feel that working
with Mehbooh Sanb is like betng ot bome and nat jn o shadio.”  Among foreign
stars, she Hkes Ingrid Bergman, Creer Gorson, FIr'I:I_:.- Hiustbon, Charles Boyor
and GGary Coaper,

Margts has gone o the Unlted Stabes and the USSR, as o member of
thee respechve Tiefian REm -:|:'||:_|.[|I|ZII.‘||I:-C. She peoad vty |;i'||_:|1|].ﬁr in the =osal
spleere a5 weell ns on sereen in both the gouniries.  Her performance in Avord
wis liked tremendously by Soviet andierees and here is & bypical example,

When Mr. M. Y. Diade, a |E‘|I|:|I'||g 1'!-I|I'|'||x.|:,- 1"=|tIL'|l!I-I'.Il|i§t. went o Sovied
Unitm i a cubturnl delegation after the retwn of the Indion Blm delegation,
¢ professor at Moscow University gave him twa albums of Russian pictures
and reqquested lbim bo present them to Wargis and Bof oo his behalF,

On Mre. Dnoade’s veturn bo India, o special Functon was beld in Bombay
bt present these albumas to Naorgis and Raj. During the course of his mpeech
Mr. Donde made a startling revelation;  “Among the members of our dele-
Eaking theme were spyern) YHITLE  WOED Bj.__r. erivads wsed tn surmound s
b various ploces in Russés and pesple used to whisper among themsslves
Lok, thot's Margis'. Nargls, of course, was o langer in Tuessia af thet Hme,
bt that omly showed how popular she has become amoog the Bissian people.”
And he added amicst Laughter, “Unfortunately, we had no Raj Kapoor smeng
the members of iy ;i':'ll,lu.:ll'rnnl"

ESIDES being an acoemplished actress, Nargis has remackable cooversa-

tHionol brilHanee and she & a tabemnted sparisvman, She is it E‘ﬂ"d

at badmdmton and ericket.  Ask ber to tlk o the Radio ar of o socia) gathering,
abie would be equeally ot eqse

Shwe reads, knits and writes hee awn diary.  “For onee 1 beeome trughikul
[84] r]'l';“:{'“ ami senbble down the diary withoot o beeak,” she pdmits.  Her
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fnvourite sbject for reading & movels and draming with tragle (hemwes,  Her
Bavourite among authors is Marie Corelli.  White is her favourite  cobowr,
Codour Jose all Importance for me after | jrinee the Alms. On the screen,
there are ondy two colours, black and  white, That [ looked beautifu] on
sefvem, aeoonding bo my fans, proned thad simple white dress was enoagh to
gy you gmee and beauty provided you knew how to wear it* she declired
explaining her love For white opparel,

When asked what are her [ikes and dislikes, she pramptly replies; “Well
[ dem't know what [ distike,” and afeer looking pensive for p while adds; =]
prefer pesce amd late pojae”

T lke geting in Blms, of course! Mare.., 1 am very happy g an arkist,”
e proclaims with an air of complete self-astisfaction, reveaking the indomit.
abde artist that reignz sopreme witlin ber,

MEENA EDMARIL {Condinued from page BG)

She didikes parties and big gatherings ard keeps herself awny from crowds
Must af her spare time she spends in knitting and painting. 5he has o weakness
far beautiful pictures and paintings and hos bailt up quite 8 big album witl
her collections, At times she “doodles” an a pad of paper and sho could well be
proud of her achievements in writing peems in Urdu. Her book of self.
oomposed poeens i wividly fllustrated by her. Her pen-name is “Nase" Neatly
written and sompuloasly kept, the verses are 4 modest attempt but reveal &
highly sensitive mind,

Here i a typical bit from ber trepsred collection of self-comgiosed potry:

“Tum kya karonge sunkier, Muzse meri kohani, Beludf zindagl ke, kisve hod
phike phike”—"Nanz" (What's the use of yimir beearing my own stoey from e
The epimodes of a prasnie life are quite crdourless)

But Meena Kumari is neithor prosaic nor is her life colourless.

Modest in ber aims and smbitions, with a Baie for literature and the fne
urts aned possessing 4 very sensitive mingd, Mehjalseen Bas meribed amd wan bap
homonies a5 Meens Komard of the Indinn sereen,
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NIMMI

GGﬁJHEH 1 was young, my fvoarite dresn wos bo hepoome o queen, 3
L

s come brue . . 1 played the gueen in Asn” That's 3 bypical
rensark, bypical of the amhbitious star with tefl-mle eyes who goos by the
pnme of Mimmk With Boesser she jumped o nation-wide fame; by Busdil
sl consobidated (& and through Deedor, Daog and [ren Khatala, she main-
tainesd it The bunch of contracts that have fallewed keeps her termibly Busy.
But eme thing Nimmi hasn't given up aml that s ber dreaming hahit.

Loog before Bersamt wae releasad, she dreamit 1o own. o Cadillee, People
g heanee thoaght & was o mad idea, somewhat like a child i o cradbe erying
for the moon, But when thousnds in Bamlay were applasding her per-
fopmonce in Bersof ab 8 premiere and weng feverishly searching For Baj
Kapoor's sensationnl discovery, Nimmi was in search of ber Cadillee. And she
ot it Taj had given her the preset of & cheque to hay chocolates, Nimmi
bought Codillac instead. It was o rash thing to do as Nimmi hacdn’t any
bresh controcts,  Bapsamt was ber frst pictare. Bat her dreaming hahit cams
tn ber rescne. She dreame of more ol more contracis pnd after & bedel
spell of suspense, the dream came tnse with a vengeance, More comtracts’

came b her than she could work with

ONTRARY to public belief, flm-fame did oot knock at Nimmis deor
Ghe had to undergs most trying times before she got ber Brst break in
Borszaf, Daughter of the famous star amd singer Walidan, Mawab Banoo
{that is Mimmis real same) was bom at Agr in February, 1933 and bad the
paturnl gift of acting amd singing bat never thought she would any day
bpcrme @ Glm-stor. - °1 thought it was {mpossible for me to adt though af
fimees T umed {0 proctize acting before the miror jost for fun," she recolls.

During the doys when her mother worked in films in Rombiy, Nimmi
stayed with her and cultivated the friendship of the Mehbooh and Kardas
families, Her mother used to take ber to the studios, Unfoetanately, her
muother passed away when Nimmi was beat mine wears old and she went i
live with lser grammy at Abhotobad, Hes father Mr. Ahdul Hakim comtimed
to stay ot Mesrut as & military connctor, Following the tragio developcits
of Parlition in 1847, she come awny to Bombay with ber granoy ancl staved
with Teer nunt Jwob, who was once o leading film stor.

The changed civeumstances eompelled her to seek a jub in Blms, Weh-
booh being an old family friond, she approached him for “Kanm™ {wark)
Mehhoob misunderstond "Kaam® for “Mukan” and said it was very clifficilt
as things were buat could give her only o smoll room near Central Stadics,
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She gladly sceepted ihis unexpected ol
of a room which she e ever 2 ey
rately and pressed her ariginal reqoest for
“Kanm" Az Ancaz was ghen nearing oop-
pletion, Mehbooly told her that she wawld
have ta wait till his pext picture,

And she went from producer i -
ducer and studia o studio,  Mothing e
disappointment grevted  her  everyawhers,
A preminent prdiseer sk her test aned
meile her S o eauple of lines, "OK, ]
will call v toancrrow®™, be  promised
“That tomormaw has yet to come, [ g
still waiting for it Nimm; sys Fecollect
ing her oady days in search of a film
Mimmi with the replles of e ™= Yt  another prominent direstor

Ashioka Pillar given & her wnan  Ehought her unfe for wreen,
award for he

“Barl Bahu™ at the Musesscls Feeling totally frustrated, she Fet Aeh.
i : booh again and pokg him, “T have lost a))

hopes, My only ambiting i 4o wt mvself
photegraphed by a studin pame

aman.” Mehbooh eonsaled her gug asked vete-
run Cameramasg, Faredoon Frapj gy ot a Al of her

flect the pholo after g few days. When she wenk -ty got
@ copy, Kaj Kopoor wha was wark

ing in Anaez, hippeaed | b thers, He almosk
gve her g Fright. For 2 while he would look at the photo sand then stare hes,
agzin woubd Mook e the ph

"o and them stare ap fper The intenses smgudsly
and  frustrating porlmayed in e photograph  srel Baj’s  imagingtion,

Here was the imgedienne whom he wanbed foe hig new pictips Beirsant, Pt
Nawab Banoo did not know. Mar could ghe [ anything oxceptional i her

teally angd intensely refloctad b trustrated stapg
r BWe-struck, displeasod g the, strajgl:

Erani asked her fo oo

Next day Mehbooh sent For Ber and pamting to Raf Kapoor asked hes,
‘Loak, do vwou knaw wha thiz 7

“Na®, Nimmi replied,
“This s Raj, Raj Kapoor™

“Namaste . . ™ she said iy 5 Fie

mbling yoice remembiering the PTEviog
day's phate incident,

“Yn are to work iy e pictiare Buorggur”,
Bhat wax dozed for o L LT

1
luck, Thes TRAC

malds to believs the sidden stroke of
rng her paise, ghe

thanked them hoth pridusely,

—

Ay
.-
"
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F C | A COMPLETE new-comer o screen,
Ei 'i--‘- W Y : shie went on the el of Haersod amwd

B

b brial "i'l'llll. proved very guogesaful But
Baj was astute enough te tell sveryone ot
fo reveal Mt o Nimmil 1t might have gi-
v her a swallen head,

Medimg atrole s pot ne comfortable os
getting one. And Nimml very soon nealised
it. For her rovmamtic lead in Borssal she gt
a fall, befty person, Hke Premoath, “1 wis
really afmid to work with the big hefty
Frem.” she admits and, adds *1 was askoed
it rehearse a bove seene with him and,
wimbd you believe, 1 could hardly leok at
him. I closed my epes ord recled off the
dinlogue,”

Rnj realised her plight amd asked Prem-
nath o “EHII™ her shymess. Prem devised a
new techndgue. OFf the sets, be began be.
Kimmi prefers seashere for sutings [lending her, Blked to her about varaws
whenever ghe hag sos spare Hese artists. Teow L|i.t'1-' worked ste.  He often

warned ber, "See this & youlr first pichare,

Big stars like Aaj and Marpis will stoal all
the benours, Yoo and [ will be forgriten. See, bow freely they act, We too must,
Otherwize . . " This process helped a lot in giving ber confidence. The other
wias Raj's chooolates which be gave her in pleaty tefore and after shots together
with a word of prise for her pedformance, . -

After the first shot was tuken, Nimmi was ghxioas to see how she looked cm
the sereen. She stale into the studio theatre where the neshes were heing she,
But Rzj asked Teer to clear oot Mimmi could mot bear it But discipling sfter
all was discipline. 1

And this discipline was applied with equal; “nethbessness.” Whn the e
tion of chosting her sereon fame came ugs, Miswab Banoa was bog conventional,
Accordiieg 10 Raj's request a nnmber of suggestions had come, but Raj did not like
any, Then be hit upon a new idea.  He called hee Nimmi, the name of the
dream-girl in. his frst picture Asg. Nawab Banoo did not lke sich a short
mame. “1 want a long, loog nome.  Look at other stars. Am T so amall after
all?”, she angued, But Nimmi, she was to be; Baj had decided aboat it ouce
and for all
E.—\RE."._-‘LT proved o sure-fire hit, And so did Mimmi. *T never tma iner

Barsiod would prowve such g hiy, success”, Mimmd confesses frankly,
Mor wag ghe sare of her future in Bl though she waited with beabed breath
for new offers at her small spartment at Churchgate then, Whenever she
saw oonetor car eome and glop penr e Bt dhe would mn in and el hes
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brather Minz: “Braher, a producer is coming to sign me up B prepored”,
But mo cone waukd turn op Abter o few mch disappoinbments, o weell-knowm
director suddenly turned up, quite unexpected bat Trother Ming tomed him
away thinking that she was not ready to meet the visitee. Mimmi became
angry when she came to know about this, “Brather, you have Inst a gobden
chanee,” she rebuked.

Then she rebearsed with him ns to bow to welcome o producer—hoow
Minz sheuld talk, frst he should ghoat “Halw,” then she should come ete,, @,

They rehearsed it aver and over agnin.  Then the director came agnin.
And the droma wes enactel.  But Nimmi wanbed 0 sct oaly the hernime.
The director wanted her to play a siderole.  The performance failed to fetch
f desired role, Nimmi went through o muonber of similar disgppeintments
while Borssat continued to draw big box-office refurms,  This chnhpe e
abtitude of producers towards her. Inoa remarkably short period, she seeured
contenets Far the role of hemine in more flms than any star af her standing in
the line, Jelte Deep, Busdil, Rof Mukel, Deeder, Reeleerali, Wiafa, Bamcei,
Bari Bahw, Somin, Durd B Di, Keche Dhaige, Alsf Loiln, Sebz Bagh ond
others follawed in mpid seeession. She has procueced the Gin Denka, andes
her cwn hamner, in which she gaove o commendable performance,  Her act-
ing in Witin Bose's Dieedes, Amiyn Clakmborty’s Daog and Sargam Pictures
Kastires hng Teen haibed by fons and eritics s renlly outstanding.  In  Buzfid
gl she was tops.  Her other pletures mclade Achshar, Amefhiar, Wifix and
Wichbooh's Amer. She bas made o good impression i Indin and abroad as
& talemted actress by her performonce in Mehboob's techmicolor prodictioa
Asi. When she went to London to attend the premiere of Mebhboob's Adw,
her statement that she bas not beem kissed so far by anyone, sent the Lemdon
press-boys oo Botter and eamed for her the tithe: “Unkizssed CGlamiur-star
af Imdin®.

She ploved the double role in Sohmb Medis Kuredon regnarkahly well,

Amomg her nomble pictares are Shikarl, Jaishree, Urin Khatoly, Anfoli,
Chhicte Bobu, Bhai Bhal, Basont Baher, Sifares Se Aoge and Sohini Mobfal
Ghe got the critics Award in 1857 for ber woek in Bhei Bhoi. Among her
recent notnhle acting triumphs are Felili Roat, Angrlimals and Shoma.

HUS the deeamy-eyed Mawab Banno hos come to stay oz Nimmi, one

of the [ew tmlented tragedienoes of (he Tedion soreen. She has o great

pespect for Faj Kapoor and thinks that while working with him one feels

that ome i3 not acting at all. She hes great regard for Dilip Eumar os oa

po-artist. Sk considers Mebhboob wnd Ruj as great directors ond s omense-

ly grateful to them. “They have made me what Tam today”, she procladmg
with a lump in her throat.

&he considers her mobe o Barmomt to be the best anmog her eackier @
tempts ancd equally likes the rale she played in Buadil.  Ingrid Beoremevia - aml
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Joan Foutaine are hey idals amomg foreign stars. In her pre-film dave, she

liked Ramola amd Mokilal,

Her favousite game is Badminton and she likes o rend Uridu books
in her spars Hine,  IF thore i anything that she uttedy disliles, it s pricle,

Nimmi i3 called “Baby™ ot home bt brother Nigs teases ber by calling
her “Chocolate Babv™ ehanks b her weakress  for chocolates.  She  Bkes
Balwar” aned “Kurtn" jn dress and her Favourite colours are white light hing
andd mustaged,

Sihe in very fond of musie and e sing pretty well, In her chikl days,
she was awnrded a prize for reistdering the smnps of MNurfehan Erom Khardaen,

Annther prize event was her part in the Frss Blm star cricket festival
match at Bombay, After having felded all diy and that two for the fist Hme
in her life when she went out to bat, the muvie-cimern tan short of films,
By the time the camers wes refonded with film, she wag alrendy ok, cleqp
bawled by the very firat hall

Nimmi might have mizsed Hhe news-camers; but dthe movie-gamers has
not migskd ber, She hog sicceeded in curving out 4 covetable pasitiog for
bersell @ the Indian 8lmeworld ge one of itz talented trapediennes, Having
realised her dreqn of playing the queen, she now dreams of pradusing o
film in Hollywond with Indian artists. Ag unrealisable dream, one would
say. Bat yow never ean tell with that tell-tale-eved gid|

MALINT JATWANT (Continved from Fage U6

to my liking is yet to be made” she modestly told s She believes thar if
we get the scrpt in advance and et sufficient Hme o stisdy 0, we can glve
much hetter performances—"even beiter than Hellywood”, she sdds wisly an
emphasis.  She hag o melodious vaies and it & her ambition o sing her awg
stmgs I\ pictures some day,  She rendered a emiple of tines in Fecaim by
Talkies" Sswgrmn and they hadd o Bile all their own. She fesk that in Tneia
we have slighitly over-act b it is regquired foe the lurge sectiom of il
terate people who come to seo our pletres,

She believes the best thing in 1 is to kvep hiesy. "My ambiion & o
wirk, wiork and woek,  Worries wome: swhem there is no work, | woulid like B
woerk Ll death,” she anidl in o yidice that hael ihe wremdsty kabda .l;h'unl:. nk
eameifimss nboul it Thanks to this rolst matloak o life, Malini has emerged
trimmphamt in the face of fe horclest osedeals,
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NIRUPA ROY

FH.'FIM the lstvenly goddess of the ancient mythalogy &6 o down-to-earth

preasant girl of wodern er is a long kong way bk Niropa Roy has covesel
the: dlistance with the proverbial esse af o miracle perfopmed] by o geosdcdess!
My hove been the mirnedes on screen in which she has Gmared as a mythical
figure, bt her change-over from a siccessful flm-ghddess to an equally sue
cegsful Juminary in the Brmament of sociol melodramos i perbaps the biggest
mirzche that hog tken place in ber entire screen carecr,

From Ifar Her Mabaider to Do Sighs Femin mnd Heera Mo, and From
Aok Nisojps to Auleed ancd Chhoge, Nimpa has gane through the histriome
tranaformatiog with superh ense und adsptohility, She has won UM Tecon
witica in Dnelis and alwoad as ooe of the wast alenbed actresses of the Indion
EETOM L

Popuarly known as the goddess of the silver screen, Nirupn Roy has
perhapes played moee goddesses in films thos any other Indian star. T fact,
there are sery few pddesses or “Bads” Nimeps has not ployed on sereon
She hes plaved Lawmi thrice, Droopodi twice, Sitn four times, o addition
b playing ballowed roles like Rukhming, Tiloftama, Devaki, Damayanti, etc.
in an endbes series ol mythological movie-morsthons,

[ndeed, she ha been soo cosely associated with godhy tobes that b
started addecssing bor as 2 "goddess™ and the sccess of her mythifogicl
pletures inspised even  flm-producers to believe that she B =ime st of a
goddess, e goddes of box-odlice, '

Her fame o5 a sereen-goddess did spread fnr and wide. O day she
wis startled out of ber wits when an elderly Brahmin from Beoars canse
all the way to Bombay to have her darshan and presented her such picus
affering as a rosary, a pot of the holy Ganges water and 8 volume of Bilragamd
Citn.  This ald god-druck fan lay prostmte before Nimipa aed  wene awny
only when be was convieeed that “the goddess” had bestowed enough bless
ings on hime  He still writes to ber calling luer “Matuji” (mother), like other
Nirupa fans, and fovoking ber blessings in every lether. This i by oo means
i solitary instance of the divioe fur-woship o which Ninpa s aunlsjicted
by her admirers. There are leters and letters with such probuse progse that
they would make the goddesses in heaven sit up and take notee,

Sach overwhelming god-like worship & likely b give 0 swollon head b
any star hit not to Nirupa. She still momombers her early struggles before
she reached sich heights of popularity,




MLIEE mast of the stars, Mimopa  had
never drenmi she waould be a4 star, She was
borm o Jamuary 4, 1931 in a poor family o
Bulsar, Her father Bhagwandis was working in
the rilwayvs, She come B Bombay in 1945 afte
bier marriige to Mr© Kihorechand  Lallabihag
Dailagra, Bulwmra, having worked in a Fuctory oo
& pitlance, had '|-='l|:-_‘|_.: since migrated to Fh:.ml:u:,.-
for bettering his prospects. He wag strigling
agaival heavy odids do eam eaoough ie support a
big foint family, He Brit joined a mill and tlen
the rationing department and morsied Niruga i
1945, The match wis armnged by family elders
and bride Kokila (Nirapa's family pame) came
From Bulsmr. To balones the Family biadget, Bul-
s decided b6 try his hand af new ventures,
Having o persomable face, he tried o get 4 jobs

This uslyse phote gives us a :Itmﬂe af g 0 llm octor. Bue instead of hubby Eishore

- i x i ! ! L0
N Hupﬁrﬂiltﬁ:emnﬁy- fore  getting o jab fn a studia, Mirnpa managsd o

I”lrﬂl e,

Prochucer V. M. Vyns was planning & Cujarati picture tithed Renak Deoi and
be signed Nirpa for & minor role.  She kept o6 drawing salary gmd waited Fre
the day when she would be called om the sety but Hanaek Depi was complehed
withaist Mirupn. Tl very news of Mrs., Eokila Bulsar heavingg joined the fline
had an acverse offect on relstisngg and Enmily friends. The film line & taboa i
the majerity af Gujarati hownes ancl people in Bulsura’s circle did ook like the iden
ol Kokila scting on sereen,

AME the day when Minipi got the kadling mole in Gunsirndar, a pchure
< pmcuced by the Cujorati umit of Ranjit Film Co. The e (|
Mirupn Roy bk o glove,  The' picture proved a hit and seared jubiless in
many contres and she became famous in every Cujuratl boussehold.  Mrs
Eakila Bulsarn, the nastic belle From Bul=wr, a¢ lnst became Mirupa Roy, the
star, The seresn-name wis miven. by, her hshand Kishorechand Bulsara wihs
obo changed his own name to Komal Eishors Ry, This changs was in keeg-
ing with the oew Hie they had entererd,

After Gonsumdarl, Kamal Roy goie up bis job in the rationing ‘depart-
ment and hacare Mirapas higiess monager; Koo, Nimipa appenwed in
her Grst Hindi flm: Fakhion Me Ek direce] by Talmur Baimmshaw which
remiing st uneeleasel,  Followed Wadia's' dsimer Aef. Mr. Roy wag proving
b be o good business monager,  Even todiy all her contriets, all beer shooting
days, all hor business nfadrs are swrupulously mansged by Mr, Boy. Even
her fanemail is looked after by him,

The success of Cungundar mspirex] it makers f produce more Gujarok
pletees, * Nenarad Bhogel and Mangel Phes wime b the sereer,  The latbos
proved a sensationad bos-ofice kit and ferther eonsalidated hor fptation
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25 the fop-mng Gujarati star, G iclemtiBed horsplf thoraughly i, the
bwWitk sncin] rolpy of N Opresap] danghter-in-b 404 u mffering wife g
fans come 1o Jog Upen her oz ap jdag Gujarati danglster_iy [,

Far bl Connsmniddard gm] Mivngl Phesr, she was avarded pold )y
at their golfen jbilee celobirngioe,, These: pictigrng Were divected by Ragibh
Puanatar, rtphew of Mr. Chunelialyj Shah, he famous yepepsn af  Ending
8lms and the bepgd af the Fanji Film Cn, Ang 3 was her work (T
o Cujarati pictyre tht estoblished Bor s & star in the parly daye, Ap
mportant chinge in her CATEEF Wi Vel 1) oo She played a fag it~
logies] rdes i Cujirati pitpes but did ot wig any fresh wurels, [y Wwag
then hay Drirector Jayunt [heegi cigt har gg Farvat ip hia KHar Har Mahrciey,
This praved g State-lire By, crented oew reeords angd inedoentnfly e gy
e vistas for poccleg Mirigs Foy,

Thanky Hier Har .'IIal'rr.'.-ﬁ?.e-, the pair af MNinapa Koy and Trilak Eagaar
Bot mythodogical pojus i Hmptesn plobures plammed after the Har Hor Mahe-
den pattern g Nirupa gradually bpegme the must Popular goddes; of the
Fiefiagy SCTERt],

Vishar Bhagisan, Aakh Niran s, Cromradkfoatly, feheoar Bhaby lal Maj.
bali, Chrnesh PR Blimsn Rrvkrwegng Hardn, Smtyason Saplted Shin Bk,
Lo Kush, Fam Tanuia, Vw, Arfun ang Dirsmyengy Eoflowed Fapid ey
fitn, 8p phy favaurits datighiter W-law of - Cujurgti audienpey wag Miety-
marphased iy fhe Eoddess of the iy sTrerm,

BLIT e mich of mreldesshond biresome far anvomg and Nimpa was no

Sxcepdion. Ehe vegrer| fior 0 changs From ghis non-ghg cycle of Tyt e
bngicale.  She was fed up wie Plaing  mireds performing soriy and eartfy.
Jﬂ:;d:rru.a, (1] (2 [P VEIF mich wanted p cafe down g easth from Hyp
seventh hesven of gielly film-rples

The much-covetpd i gy oume a¢ st bag grasfaaf]y, Alng with
mythalogienl rales, 3o started plaving epedal characters, Far work in sogin]
themes Hie Certhaleimi, Udiihar, Mo Ky T, Hamari Monzil, Neye Rage and
Sleantirams Torm R Char Rusrg brauglit B more sigh rojes, Bhagaarein
et Dhaesmiapaind magde ber o popiilue domestic pype,

Eut the biggees timph of hor cqpesr enme when she gepeg the prasnpr'y
wife in Do Bigha Zamin, Her awy life a5 g Peir haard wirking girl in her wils
Lige of Bulsar helped her i Blay the faln with Cimenendably pee She fust
re-lived her old days and had pn tctvssly to g, The pleture brought hep
wreat fame and loter on fer performances [ Ao and Coram Cosf fuarther
corsdidated by reEputation s & mohyr, artists wha axeeled in delicate, highl,
snsitive roles,  Sha b enntinuesy g Py mythologienl roles g her Hiins
Shark Rambhe, S, Neg Prncham, Chakroeliaes mic, have proved fuidbe
Popalar,
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Kirupn Rey in her very first pleture In Hindl, “Lakhon Me EL™ Others seen In
the pictwre are Gholam Mabemmed and Bipin Gepta.

By wirtue of her excellent scting in Do Bighe Zarvis, Ninpo was mvited
b Bowr Bustia ag o member of the Indian Filn Delegation and she proved
quite & popular figure wherever the debegntion went.  The Fuosiian  people
called her Mipura Boy,  She enjoyed the tour very much and says she will
treasure the memories of ehds trip foe & ]mg Hime,

Her other pictures inclucdes Woman Acter, Seli Madola, Unchi Hacell,
Bisi Bhai, Tongewalli, Muaimfl, Teen Bhai, ei

Ammg ber ather notable flms are Joreame fumem Ke Fere, Rom Nacmi,
Chondrasens, Movratri, Chandragupts, Korigor, Ghar Ki Loaj, Baaziger, Heers
Moti, Anchal, Veer Diwrgadas, Joi Chittor and Chhoya. Tn the Inst-named she
has given a memarable p:rfunnn.nl:n as & mother,

Whenever she iz free, she reads famous novels of Gujarati outhors like
Ramanlal Desal or goes to films and oceasionally does cooking, Among ber
favourite forcign stars are Jeniffer Jones and Doy Kaye,  She considers
Juyant Dresal and Bimal Roy among the most tabented directors with whom
she hos warked, Among Indisn stars, she has great regord for Nurgis and
Enmini Esushal, She considers Binlraj Salini as one of the hest oo-sbars,

One thing Mirupa mever forgels s her marninge prayers. For, aven a
scroen-gooddias must pray. Al olwiously Mimpa Las proyed to ber gods
with good results! Recently Az Kaisal Ravy und Mirupa bave been blessed
with a bonny som

r—

—r
=
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MOTILAL |Confirured from Poge B9

[n today's Slm-set-up Mot does not Bod the team-spirlt apd camagacderie
af ald which provided o big Fsctor jn the success of flm ventures, In spite of
bis micoess and the lapse of tan docades, he retaing the same sfectionate ties
with Director K, P, Ghosh who gave him lis Aret Blm-break i Lure of the
Cify, which ix warmly reciprocoted by Ghosh. Tn one of Big lobbers which we
bl the privilege to resd. e wrabe i Moti: T am very proud of yine Y
will olways hove my blessings ... [ shall come ta Bombay and spend o Few
days with you”, Such friendly comradeship even after o bpse of bty years
is 8 mnigue compliment o camaraderie of old. “K. P. Chogh is one of the most
intelligent direchors T have warked with™, Moti declires e feels grecmel s
happy that this veteran has #ven some of the greatest pictures produced i
Bengnl like Vidyasrgor, Kar Papey amd Hand Roshamond during the lnst Few

VTS,

Mobti hna geted against alimost all the niatstancting herolnes af tha soneen
rnging from the weterm Golur o 2 comparstive aewoomer like Shyama dur,
i st two decades, Hig firs) picture. with Skablana Samarth gs heroing
was Be Kharal Jou bused on n noyel of Shei K. M. Munshi, The lis makirs
e Amapeesig line-up and inclucles ek prominemt namss a5 Sabita Devi Mava
Bannerjee, Rose, Madburi, Ehurshid Veenn, Munovar Subtana, Shamim,
Varmaln, Margis, Naseem, Suraiyn, Angali, Murjehon, Geets Nimmi Muoméas
Shanti, Smehaprabha Prachag, Mevia. Enmari, Modlubala, M and many
cthers.

Reminiscng aver his eperience of working with these mlitbering  liami-
markes of the screen he old us: “On the sz of Tagqetees it was quite an CETATS
renct for me to make live W the sme MNargis whom I used to Il on iy
showlders as n child when she gsed accompany ber mother [sddanbad o
Bagar Studios a3 a tioy-tor,” and then added with characterisie camilar
"Becemly 1 met that child-star Diaisy Irani at o party and tobd hee, Don't Wiy,
[ am nat gaing to quit e soreen in the near future, T am wiliting For you fo
graw up and play a heroine opposite me,” A Pypical Moli-remark, revisiling his
alfectanate appraach to Tis enlleagues as well as tremendogs selb-comfidenee,

T harve bat of faith in a Euy called Motilal™, Mot affirms and woun besl flad
even though here he refors to himsell i his usisal care-Free manmer, the remark
vonkd hove as well come Fram one of his ohdest comrsdes 1 gl sz by,
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NUTAN

' OFTEM dream of :iHIlH' oo ol the @lars im the I-:l::_. mned bhet Waibhoh thd

whale univers= from thers,”™ Nutan takes vou on the winge of imaginaticn
with a delightful abuedon when wina ask her obost her future aombitons. “This
1'.'..."-"'! reilisd, il.'l.""ill.' inlil-.:l'r:. 5:.'|I|i||:-.||:-\.l\.-\. bt enitine ;||||:|r||;|r_'i:| bo lihes and ik
prodabeme.

Mutan is the star-sensation of the past few wewss, 1 dhe mode ber
debait in Haweard Beti in 1950, no ose laew Tt Tisdinyr she is in the hedlines
a8 Blmelom™ toleated glamour-peen.  When mommy  Shebhoon  cost her
15-yoiur-rdal -|.|-|:.',|lh'r as the hensne of “r.'lur.'ri ]'ﬂ|_'|’iI [_II.'I:-EIE.;- leaker] askunese
Bat this slim, slight gid ok the Bmowoeld by storm, At 15, she estublished
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barrself as cinemna-world's youngest beart-throb,  Came Pancholl's Nigina and
s literally swept people of their feet. Mother Shobhang was right. Butan
reviealid o wealth of histriomic ability which surprised people, Then cume
e Loy and 8 seabilised Nutae's repubdion gz a Fromt-rank star,

Parbaf, Niemohi, Aogosk, A, Bhisfeatme—more Blm roles cume 1o
hor than she eould manage, Her performance in Hamgama, Maolkin  and
Sharbads won her more pradse, She acted the age-ald charncier of Laila in Ator's
Lails Mafow with refreshing dignity.  Afper cantiaionisly vawking i picturs
after pictuse, she went on o welldeserved boliday to Paris and Switzerlind in
IBSL After daying there for a few months, she returmed o Tndia lking love
lier mnel Fresher than ever bseferres,

And gradually she has reached the top place among our younger heroines
by ber brilliont perforngmees.  Her nolable Blme inchudes Seema, Boarsh, Poy-
ing Cluest, Cheenifan, Akferi Dao anel Amerd, She wom the Critics’ Award and
Filmfare Avard for her acting in the lue Amviya Chakrabarty's Seema,  Her
other recent lns arne Chhalivn, Chhabdli and Manzil,

Her recend topping histriomic achiovement g Swjud. The pefure has won
the unstinted proise of ks a person flan India’s Primse Minister Shri Jawaharlad
Nebr,  Mutan's arresting portruyal of o Harijan gicl in this Bl bas coroed
for ber the 1960 Fimfoe Avard for best acting

Besides being an actress, Nutan is o falented singer. In Fact, s eardy
g 1M2, Filvvivelio, the famous magzine of Bisdtin, wrate the following loes i
i imberview of Shoblana: “Her eblest danghter, who s six years olid, i a very
elever little dancer and singer”  That Hiide girl is today making Rl history.

Mutan sctually sarprised people wlen she was four, In the famms Taj
Mabsal Hotel ot Bombay, she gave ber first dance perfrsmance,  Agnin when
Jutika Foy, that nightingale of Bengal, came to Bombay, Nuotan appenred with
her om stage and recedved great spplwgs. Wien she wig eight, she played
her Brst rale in Mol Dwugenti directod by ber father,  Nitan, like maoller
Shebihany, had ber eciscstion at the Babdwins High School, Bangalore,  Sur.
prismghy enaigh, she liked Cengraphy and Arithmetie, the hoodeo of all sty
donts. She learnt classical mosic For foup years under the famons  massm
Jagurnntlh Prisad.  Her mastery of musiy wis well reveabed o Haooaed Ber,
Sl clantes quite well and 1 able i campase rendabile verse,

gomn at Bombay an June 4, 1936, Nutan is the eldest ohild of the Ssmarths.
When shw was born, the PATRIEE were Snins fo give ber s new type of name
Acvording o ]|l.u'\-:|1|'.131ll2', her name was o begin with “NU" and hoth Shobhang
anstd hubiby St simulbimesnsly zaid: “NUTAN" As o child, she atbemsded
the Vills Theresa Schoal, Bomhay,

I UTAN SAMARTH, tlem being the baby of our team of flm beroines, wis
chosen for the sigwal honour of garlanding the foreign delegates ap fhe
Inanguration of the Inteenational Film Festival in 1851, Her age wag not always
o advandige and Nutan reobisod this when she coukl oot go to vee her oam per-

e - |



-

foomanee i Pancholi's Nagiig, Tecure the ple-
ture was given “A” (for adults only) certificate amd
Mutan, the heraime, happened to be ot quite an
adull then

Mutnn likes wark, She gete terribly loned ok
home: i there is nothing to keep ler lusy, During
her off moaments, she dees o bit af painting and
prefers o real autdeor holiday tlean wasting tines
in idling alwat the house.

She regalarly goes to foreign  pictores il
AIKHIE her Bavourites are such g varisd ot as Hedy
Lamarr [°1 sbmire ber for glamoar”, she says], Eli-
mheth Taylor, Ava Gordner amd Jenifer Jones.
She i very fomd of plining with her sisters Tannja
andl Chiatura while her brothe; Juju 1g her clnm
|i'|ﬂ|'lit|.: #ll hir mischief. Theip (Eox IiﬁE Toi-Taoa A shinkng Wuminarr of flm

5 “filrm-star” A : Shabhana Sanmrih has
Is alsp a “flm-star” having ncted with Mutan in e g W e

Niemaold, Mutan could knit, swim, ride snd play a Nulan into a talented artlstc

numilser of musical mstruments, She loves simpla

white dress,  She has inherited ber mother’s gift of repartes and whenever
fussy foreigners ask her: “Did you get tanned e sun?™, she promptly replies -
"Moo, we are horn in gonny land "

Bhe stayed in Switzerland for six months and atftended the Lo Chateluine
school posr Geneva whese she proved quite populor among fellow studenss.
Draring ber stay abrond she vigited Bome, France, Venies snel st mast of the
important landmaorks and also increased ler welght by twenty-two poonds.

She receives s large fan-mail, but sho has oo time far replying sweet oos
things of starcrazy idlers. At the same time, Mutan iz Shobhana's oreatest ban
She says that she was so moved by mummy's performance in Ram Rafya that
she zaw the Blm oot bess than eleven Himes,

q HE is vory Fomd of comdes, wollects lots of ilsem aud nothing pleases her
L mose than a come of dee-cream.  Piemics are & crase with ber, bub sow
it i na more passible to join her teen-aged friends om such hitch-hiking expe-
ditionz, Huor sister Tanufs toa has become a star in hor own right.

When young, mother Shobhana tanglst her the art of maobile faclal ex-
prissioms and helped ler to overcome iy o jvenibs monnerism. Velesan
Motilal made her rehearee every scene in Homerd Beti and under their guid-

ance, Nutan magtered the foer polnts of histricoles,

firmammcinl horse
presented anath!
grenming damphi
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Strangely enough, mummy Shobbona feels 3 bit nervous on fhe stape.
"The mespansihility of putting an the show wnperves me™, ghe admdbs &l
adds : “But Nutan is mot [ike that. She & perfectly ot home oo the shae.
Tempernmentally too, we are 4 bit diferent, I um short-fempered, bage Nutan
g calm and eoal.  Even i she juses temper, she woild of the mast rote
inte her room,”

"Mummy, don't say that |* mbermapts. Mutan ol mommy's good-hamos red
expagisie amd  both share Irrl':lrl‘:r laughter, The |:-]|l.:|l:.|:-|r|'||"-_~: el he “sharp
exchanges” between this brilliant mothe anel dusigliter pair are alwovs 3 treal
bo these poesent,

As a leading luminary of flm Grmasment, Shobbana has alsa risem to dlzay
heights of popularty snd fan worship, Her superh portrovals i Rom Roja,
Blearat Wilap, Hem Bagn and many other pictures are still fresh in one riiryl.

| Mow in tho wake of her glovious sereen career, she has groommed danigzhiter
Nutan into & full-Bedged ortiste ard presented wnnther wifted star i the na-
_ linm's sereem.  She hos thiy kept alive hir associnjon with flms pod made 4

mtalile contrilintion ta tlis domgin of 3.;-”-|_-|;.]||-g|ri|_||||'c-.;_

Mutan's amhbition was #s baild fes own studio and produce and  diect

her own Qe "1 lke e Busik| castles in the ain” sl wsed b sy with a smile,

She doesn't belioye in attrdogy bue alill she bkes 1o talk alxnit strs and
soar higher om the wings of imogination, 1 arcording ty ber pet ambition £
she hag not been able o st in e of the twinkling stars iy the far distanp
sky, lasn't she already reslized her dpeqm I o way by beooming o star Bor
sell in the fln lnmament and thus witching the universs from hor alymian
hedghts of screen-glory P

Abter Bser-marriage on the Dhasserah I'b-,;.:.- in 1858 witl; Lapt, Bahl, & swsirt,
handyome Nuval Oificer. the had amnovwnced her retirement from the BUTEE,
but luckily she hos sontinged het screen cireer gnd promiges (e po higler ang
ligher 1 the doomsin of histrionlcs,

On the Tanide penidecye Duy, 1961, Nutag amd Capt Hajneesh Bahl Bove
been blessed with o zo.




il ALTS LIRRERINE

LA - |

o —
[y

RA] KAPOOR

0 millicas of onr Blo-goers and to s barge circle of his friends,  Baj
Kopror appears as o happygo-ducky person, almost on He side of
cumedy, whi is inbensted fnoall sorts of pranks.  Bag all this oomedy amd
pronks are only the anohstrisive meins to keep overvone ouk of track af Fhie
by, serions working of his miml. A man of extremely restless nuture, § per-
eonality who coulid not adjust his dreams te the subordination of others, he
B a |'-""" .'-.r'-“’:l friencl to his clase aasimcialeos whils to the millions of I'ij||'|.E;|||:'|:5,
in Indin, he & a0 idol, In He Soviet Uniom wherp lnklis of |p:-r||_:|||_l zawr ks
Aereera, be hecame Comnede Awora -:n-\.--r"ij__-l". ]ﬁ.|| s 1'1'._1:||_|.\_|.||-]||l izt
gaished] himecll a5 o of Indiss best director-sctor-producers.

Burn o Decomler 14, 19240 ot Peshowar, Raj is the eklest son af Prithyi-
raf Kupoar, lodia’s selslnding soreen and shige prrmmmality.  Originally, the
Kapoors bebonged o Kabol but Raj's snomitors left this plece and settled down
in Peshowar,  After gracuatiog from Edwands College, Feshaswnr, Pritivira|
hed b shhift to Bombay and Calontta jn his pursuit of a suceessful screen career
ail lence Raj bad bis schooling partly ag Caboubta and portly at Bombay,

Baj's baisterouz, prankish nature made him o populor boy st Antonéo de
Silvn Scheal ot Dadar, Bombay,  As a student, Raj excelled more in elocution
than in sudies. [t wes o familiar sight i the Kopoor Tousehold to see young
Baj performing indoor dramas before Family andiences. The whale deawing
room used b be tirned inte an fmprevised theatre and tHings become exnmrole-
ly topsyturvy with fumiture, curtuing, moke-up artickes and coshimes lving
seattered all over the place in magnificent disorder.

Memt o dromoties and eloowbions, he was very fond of delicioes dishes.
Thanks to his lvve for eafing. Raj grew inke o notod youngster and his portly
appeianinoe el :|||"|'| i baroet of iy !_'IJ.ILE'JIII‘"W"I"‘"’I.! '|I:lkl:5 In the |:||-|_|_-‘-!||
Fomties when Margls dicl not know him, e p|t||11|_'|i:-c'||, |'|'m||E|:,.- Ry anoe canghe
lser eves while she was going in 4 car with her mother. Jukdambind, snd Margis
shouted exncitedly, “Mummy, wummy. Look there, what o Fat hoy!  He loaks
Hke a baby elephant; does® be?™  Alother Jesbelanbai 3t onee reprimanced
ber amd snicl: “Keep quist! Dot you ksow, he is oar Prithwiraf's sem?™

JAT peaple do pob gabecrash inte Olmg w0 caxily, Raj wos more than fat,

In those days, peaple knew him more s o champion snndwichi-safey than

an aspirant to gereen Fame. At Bomboy’s popular restoomot Marosad he
stunpied his friends by his record scare of -\-;;||-|-;|-\.-,-i-;']||_l5I

In 1837 when he was a student st 50 Xaviers Selwool in Calouttn, Hais




attempis  to
play o minor
mle in  the
;'||'||||||I5 srhiwil
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rageel thoe
teacher in
charge so
misch that e
todd Faj in afl
SCEMORIENE § 5
YT ou wil
mEver be on
actor” Bk
papa  Prith-
viraj's £
COUTE Eim o
Been topether ol a “posja” eeremsny gf 1. K Flaaddi th "" i d' : ?I
thana of thve well EKnown I_i,apn-rr Taimlly |F.r||r|:| '||._."_| ;“:.imr:.umgt&?;‘uﬂg:::? e .Jml:'lr-
war Math, Father Frithvira), Uncle Trilek Haposr, Gramdssn Dabhos and ed Haj o
Bon Haj Knpoor, sived ki om
@-]m-:m_:; Blies that kill the creative urge in an afiske. *T r:-rnr'ﬂl'-nlrnl-lrlamtl{lli;_:l-:
ticular incident,” Ka| recalls while trying to ilustrate his duddy's belpful aeti-
1.u|.'ln. “T was hardly eight years ofd ut that time. I had to play a small role
in my school drama.  Papaji was present at that function, 1 hesitated fo
before the audienos thraugh stuge-fright. bt Papaji patted me and pushe] |f¢
o the stage.  His kind, inspiring aesture did the trick for me, I could act witls
great confidence that day”

Drama enthnsinsts of Matangn, Bombay, shll recall an interesting eplsade
"-'-rhll:h took place in the early forties, Morthern Tudia Association of Matunza
wig having [tz ||3-:||u] pertadical eclebrations. &4 drama was staged. Raj wag
tﬂ-"'t'lh'l;' a :ﬂcf'-'i:lilh rl=-l.'|.' :ln-i| Fiithvirz] wag among (e distinguished guests. Raj
fushed 0 dmikly at the eleventh hour and said "I fhink i
I put an memiakiches”, ks pa o ’

l;._]"rl:rll'.-$r|'|i replied : “0VE. but see that you laok like a servant and ol
i king. Be gareful ahout the type of mouglaches you wear™

“You, papafl, [ koow @ 0 well, [ know scHiog®
_ 1, J L - L Bonj argoed. Prithvies] rose
tram his seat mnd with his inevitable broad smile said “Oh, then I iu:lll::::
to learmn from youl™, The whale gatlering burst indo laughter,
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"[‘Jiﬁl.l-!_.'ll he elid bake part i g drama or two here gad

there, upta his seventoentl, pear, Haj had ot evidentdy
declded about his Future career, For in Oglober  §94),
Fitminedia condained the Falliwing reference by Raj im s
profile af FPapa Prothwiraf ;" eldegt spn (Rl has just won
the Cama Memiorial Cup fay emu;}iu-n. This hay, ux g cduilel,
has acted with s Eather in g stage-play called The Toy Cart
but he has noe ¥et decided whether he wants o bie an actar,
1 directar ar an ewyning drjver,”

Finally, when the ':I.'|Il'.lZI|-|l.':I'|'iI'|_5 examdicition  dresw nsirer
aikl when Raj was comfronied with the choice of g CAPRET,
be inld fathier: Dy, want o hecome 5 filiai-arti=,"
Papa Prithviry] remsembered that years agn he himself had
made a similer gl Before his father Diwin Boshestwr
Math Kagoar on vampleting his studies. He at uncs gave his
constint wncl  enlrgsted Ba] te direcior Kidar Sharma for
Eroaming.  Raj starbed rght af the hottem s g clupper-buy.
Bk after thegs yeard af hige wronming under Kider Sharing,

_Enm;nrrﬁg_“"'ymt?&m;f he shifted o Bombay Tulkies wigh o persiil recounmendy-
u“lfmu" while playing  tion from hiz Futher o Mrs, Dovikn Bani whe was then
I'Eﬁ;l lhﬁﬂ“ﬁ;ﬁiﬂﬁ!ﬂh‘ Canbraller «f Production ot the famous Malad stuclia, Laj
fined here as one of ihe Junier assiztanty b Direcior Amiya
Chukmabarty. There he got the Argt chanes b play o rmle an seveen—nnt as a
Bero but os a peon!  With the bit rale of 2 peon in BT Harvarl Baer, Raj
started his acting carcer ale vight from the bottem, His name Appeaned |ast i

the eredit-list of fhe fure.  He wis still af the lvwest rung,

He lefe Brenbay Tallies dn sy Frostration and. ofter B BN, [oined
Prithvi Theatres, the eedebrated dramatic g daried by his father, There b
got ideal zoapg o develog his falents, [ wiis the art-directnr and sprcial-pffocts
oxpert for their moiden drams Shokurtela, Ful iy Dreedvar, by his hilarows sari-
Chlure af a domestic sprvant. e biecame papular as o comedian, Iy Parhap,
anather memorable pliy of Prithvi Theatres, Haj parirayed the dilbeuli rofs of
a chetiful son whe snerifipss I life for ihe honor iof his Father,

By naw he had slimmed down considerably anil appeared smartes thun eves

hefore. His suceess an stage attracted the attention of Bl procucers and it was

= beft bo thee gred ald Kidus Sharma to give him his first: emujor film rode a5 phe
hero of Weel Kamal Theugh not much af g hit, this pieture e Raj

the break that Bad eloded him af thronsghymst Earlior, he had oppesred

28 Marmd in Prabhakar Pictures' Volmild with F’..:h-.-a'r;“ im ot fitks-role,
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Thus daddy and son ap
peared  topether for  the
first time on sclen in
ValmiEl, Tn ome of his eos-
lieat péctuires, Fodba K-
wend, Raj wax cast o
Krishna opposite  Madhu-
bala whe plwed Badhba
Following Neel Kaingl, Di-
rector Wlolan Sioha featur-
el him as the hern in his
enmedy pictures like Dil Ki
Ranie He ploved an fmpor-
tanl role in Gajiaman iLgiT:
dar's Jail Yatra also. mEmosahle sereem puir.

ANIMG alove] amd swenfed for VEOEE In [ilm-stuclias, |1|'|| :.'c'-.\rrl.r.'-cl to 4o

:|I:|r||l,'l:|'i|;J__- e 5|_:-el-;_'!;|r_1_||.\j_'r thon mercly acting romantie roles of the
51,!,|:-:|il,'L '|'.J,ril_'|::|' an sereen. I his nsaal carefres, mslecinos Wiy, he asLe -
ed enongh conrage to proaduce his awn film.  The very iden sounced Bnkstic
b the grew-haired wveterans of film-ishostey.  Wellmeaning  friends  wamed
him zhout the inevitebhle pitfalls of film production.  Usdetesred, RBaj put his
procictian plan inbn proctice. &5 an unknown neweomer o the lield, it was
difficult to seonre finones hot Haj staked all his prestige and eamings inle
R. K. Films and with the unststed co-operation of bis colleagwes amd  co-
workers, he produced his fest Alm Aag in 1948, Bajs Arst eseay in peocsctiog
had already made a sensobion as it moumted the set because tor the Bt time
he cast three popalar and accomplished heroines of Indion soreen, Norgis, Migr
] Eonmvini Eaeslhial, |ng.:-|:l'.r-r im o plebire—a feal which has not been l.‘i:|_l.|:||lH|
again.  With himself pestraying a memorable role of his career aod with new-
comer Premoath making a welcome sgreen oppearanos, Aog oresled a Suiter
in the dovecots of bath the new recruits and old-timers of producton Held,

In story-value amnd directorial treatment, in gandard of acting and technical
excelience, in shot composition and music embellishmemis, Aag was far ahead
of the péehares prodoced In that ern. With his youthbul tem® of oo-workers, HRaj
Kapoar establishexd the trade-nome B K. Films as & hall-mark of quality

pictimes,

HE comslicdated his posttéon & o8 prodecer-divector-actor by giving Darsodt;
a roaring bax-office hit which is repocted bo bave collected searky o crore of
s, D biv 1A |]-|t||';‘l|||rl.|r|;,-' r‘:rnl.l':"h:.- I RITER TR o |,:|||'l|:|l:l|:-'|-|_l Fomuanne,  Barsom
aol g new vogue. The popularity of Bol-Narngis semantio patr mode them the
jibale af Alm-gedng medllions. Borsear also gnve bwo sensational stare in Nimmi and
Premnath.  Having eomed sofficient mooey e alabilise B. K. Films, Raj con-
cembeate] on qll.lulll!,l' Eleemeea sl vy Arowra, a ||||||;"3'|iq||; theme based an the
]'lllilill-l":lﬂ al illl“l!llﬂl" |']-|":|'i||<||||'|1|!!.'. Writtens by K. &, Abbps.  Arera |".|T\'.'I||'I:'IJ

Margis alicka o Mewer in Raj's bollan-hobe. They made o
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ancther triumph for Raj-Margis poir and B K Films. [t was hailed s a4 pro-
vocxtive subjoct in India and became very populir in the Soviet Union whers
it was shivm in 18534 during the visit of the Indinn Film Delegation wlhicl
synchromised with the hokling of the Indian Film Festival in the US 56

T bosfile, unthinking critics whe condenm promndsing  talent with one
siroke of pen, Rof's plet is:  "We don't know things when we are bom. Ve
learn them grocdimlly. We work with best of imbentions. Flease recognizs
thiz Fact and enciurage s,

Happily mrried dn LME o Krighna Mehra, the charming sister of Prem-
nath, Raj has three lovely kids, o hix quist residence st Chembur, he lives
quite near his wewly-boilt stodic and Jooks after the welfare of his stalf-
membiers with posonal oure,  With hig wsual Hoir for creating records, Raj
made il history by comting four generations af his fmily m Awera, Besicdes
himsell snd Fapa Prithviraj o important rodes, he Featured his kindly grand-
Eather, the late Divan Basheshwar Nath in the role af the fudge and his tiny s
Lhelhos appeared on the credit-litles of Aiearne fondling o dog.  His youngey
brather Shamani Bapoor s Fast becoming a popular star and the youngest
hirsfbwer Shashi, wiha plaved the younger roles o Raj in Ang and Aspgm,
promises to be an equally outstanding actor.  His uncle Trilok Eapoor 5 also
& popular star in mythalogical flmes,

UCCESS or oo suceess, Aaj & still the same old Raju to his parenis and

“~ all at home. He still indulges in thase fivenile pronks which arg the

privilege of any som.  Yes, Rsj Kapooe may b the idol of flm-going millions,
but in his house he is still the some old clawn of the Frrnily.

Hi hobbies range from swimening and riding to foothall and mearathon.
snging, He had a very melodious voloe when he wis young Al was eng-
sicered an excellont singer.  Even today in his off momentz he barst inin
songs, pliys all kinds of instruments from tsbda o foy clariooets, And daddy
Prithwiraj alwavs Feels that Raj should sing his own songs in the Blms.

“Key bo mccess is bard work®, ssve Buaj and his motto i “Wark anta
death, it is & beriage that vou will leave for generations to come”.  Acoord
ing to him, the “thought content” has improved in Indian flms during recent
years, “Yom want good productions and T want good audiences”, he quips
in respanss to clamour for geod pictures. "Let our ideals not be merly
rugiees, annas &ncd pies”, i Raj's fvouribe dictum, Ra| feels thar with since-
rity and hard work, pothing &5 beyond achisvement in filresdains,

He ecanziders his pedformancs in DHrector Mahesh Eaul's Crpriredhl amomgg
hiz best.  Besides lis i productiong, his nfing In Mehbeah Anfaz, Film-
Blan's Sorgows, Kidar Sharma's Bricre Naia amd Kurdar's Daston ronks amang
his warly histrionic triumphs, To those who were thrilled to sea him in tramic,
saher roles a9 i Mehboobs Apdes amcl Prithyi Theatres' stnge-pilay  Patiay,

(Condinued on page 135
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eI ORTUNE may have yet a better success in reserve Far yom, el thay ]
whe lose todoy may win tomaow,” Ehese fameus warrle of Cepvantes
aceuire 4 stuniing significanee when ane tries to sarvey Rajendrs Kumar's ci-
reer.  His hos been a life of nerve-shattering ups and dewns,  The harmwing
experiences through which he bas passed would have broken the back of ooy

other person,  But Bajenden Kumar is made of stermer stuff and o have heen
his nmbitions. “Those critical doys have been a school of experiense for me.
They have hrouglt me close to life and #s Fascinating uncertainkies,” he savs
weith on air of a brie Samaritan.

Today Rajendra Kumar bs right on top in the galaxy of our seintillating
diars, The film= in which b has worked bive been sooring julklees oo row,
Priocloeers andd directars hove been vying with one another to slgn kimoap dor
their piotures,  Indesd, the name Bojendrn Kumar has today become synoay-
maaies with bax office sweeess,  Buit bo attuin this plonecle of e ol forbooe |
Bajerndes had to puss thoough severe firestests, He did not z2oem hils way fo
Al glery overnight. He had to wage o lonesome battle against ibe freaks of
Eramse. Fortune, sometinses Rullilting his desires, sometimes faltering in the way,
kvt at ne time Josing his faith in lmself and the Almighty whi relgns suprerse
mver the destinies of mankind,

— il

Rajendrn’s prosperoas family had  to leave sverything belind  when the
pountry wag partitioned i 1947, People who lsid rofled o wealth bound them-
selvess destitutes within the bwinkling of an eye,  Buot Bajeodrs Kumar, enlike
those who have sulfered in the wake of Fadtition, hos oot even o tinge of ran-
comr for those responsible for the decison bo rttion the country and thase pes
ponsible for itg aftermoth, Owe finds him sorprisingly free from the bitterness
asually associaled with those wiwo lewe kst their all as o consepuence af  the |
hifurcation af the country in 15947, .

Thiz adenirahle trait is alse refecked in his film career alse. He has taken
all the jerks and jolts of lfe with 0 commembsble spirit of resigaatiom, “Life hns |
been @ revelabion b e, Unless we feee cdilBenlties with tortehacle we can'l 1
4 fewirn the fntrinsic valoes in life as it exdsts foclay,” e saps dn s isun] calin aed I
eillechs] manner. ' : |

= R_l.}ﬂ?qu-j-‘._'-_ Euiwar Tials waa barm an July 20, 1929, ap Sialkat [West Puniak)
in @ well-to=do Fxmily. His father Lols Laxmi Chand Tall had a Bourishing |

- lmzigsess in oloth ot Sialkor and Karzchic Bajendra’s grandbather was o catering
comleactor For the army, The family bdd o hoppor e, Young Bajendra wae
eifucated ot Government High School o Sialkot, and %, D, Codlege at Labore, ]
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He was an inveterate Alm-goess and cid oot miss an imipartand pickore. &L Henes,
b s more than one film i o day. 1 had nursed drsems abot oveslf be-
coming a great ilm etor ooe day sice my childhood., My Indian flm idoks i
these days were Pritlwiraj Kaguoor, Chandramalany and Mol ansd amomg the
beeraimes I hod @ faney For Swarnalote, Elarshicl aned Murgehan, The Eoredgn
hesoes who captured my fmagination were Clark Gable, Tyrone Power and
Crary Conper,  Alas, ull Haee of tlemn e desid today. My visits 4o the ciemas
became s much o part and parcel of my mirly lif= that ance when | rebwrned
home e after sewing 0 Hlm, iy grancfather wld me, ‘T have 3 :I'rﬂiug Ehat nne
day yau will become o part of the cnema’. How [ wisly e grandpa {5 alive
tadday bo see thet his prediction hos eome true |, Ragendra Kumar abserves whils
recalling his early craze for ,ﬁ||n.ﬂn|r";

But Rujemlra’s childhood dreams were not meslised in o briee. e hasl o
receie some of the most croel blows that Fate could deliver. For years he
howvered bebween abject defeats and flickering bepes, When in the Augost of
TE7. millions all sver the comntry were celebrating the birth of our hasd-wan
freedom, Hajendrn Kumar ol his Fuomily had joined the seemingly amelbess
march of dispassessed humanity that trekked the no-man's land in the wake af
Partitine.  They just munagerd fo cavape cleatly in the communs] riots that broke
out in the Punjab and beft their all behind, Kajendrn Kumar cut dhort his oom-
meed dudies in e College ot Lahere and joined the family in i greglest
hetigr af trial.  For ane full week, the fumily which was rolling in wealth only
2 Few days agn, kept walking without fosd oF maney, in the perpetual terror of
being deone to desth in the tomado of communal frenzy that was mging over
Punjale.  After passitg soane anvious days in 2 refugee colony at Amritsar, the
lmily managed to reach Delhl  Life a8 destitutes was anbearzble, Rujenclen
Enmar, who lad seen his family lavishly distributing food and mooey amang
the poor ard the suffering, fourd that they had to wait far hours in food-geue
in the refuges cumps.  Tlere seemed e be mo end to the miseries thoy had o
uistlergo. )

Askod how he felt during that critical perind, Hajerndrs Bomar replies,
"Welk, [ felt that | had 4o take up this challenge of times, These wers litths
frolics of Fortune, and mercifslly 1 could Faee thess with gusto by the grace of
God.  That peciad of trial was gt withaiit jts lessoms,  “Why have my gnedga
agudnst Fabe? T suid o mysalf.”

After gedting n small compensation fram the Government. his family settied
divwn in Delli, His Fotlser started business, bmg slghtoen-vear-nld Rajendea
Kumaar took a dale with desting and mwde a trip to Bumbay to land o {ols in the
film industry.  Fardorn and friendles, he wandored from studio to studia in
search af a job only tu be mmed ook, He was o complete stranger ta Bombay
ared For a while Found himseIF lost in the din and hustle af the metinpolls, After
mkny beart-breaks & Jetter of infroducton e had got from Debthi on the well-
known writer Hajinder Krishen proved very heelpaFudl, Rajinder Erishen gowve
bim all passible belp bt it was diffeuls For him to pet a robe for thia absolute
neswgomer fived with ambitions of becoming a film bere ever sinee his childlond,
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l’_ OWEVER, always a sourcs of encouragement ad inspiration, Kajinces

Krishen intrduced Rajencrs Kumar ko Producer divectar H, 5, Rawadl whin
promized o train bim upoas g assistant dircctor.  Rofendrn was prepared to
wink in any department of o flm stedio as he then was convineee that befors
becoming on actor, it was neoostary 0 bearn the process of flm making and
witch top stars in actiom.  Far g perknl of five yoars, be slogged as am assickane
fa . Lhirectar Hawail and his sctive associniion with dlay-to-cny shoating tremen-
drassly helpe] Rojerdra who now set his heart on bevoming & director insted
of @ gtar. Fe worked s assistant directar for nearly 10 pictures,

B Fact, his interest had almogt coased in ucting ancd he pinsed al] kis lopes
0 dilm direction which be found quite idereatitg. At that eneelal moment fn
hiz life, o momedogg svent book place whicly proved (he biggest turning it
i his career.  Producer-director Devendra Cosl gave him the mein role g his
picture Vachor, The Bm rebessod im April, 1955, proved o mreoss and Rajen-
dra heaved o sigh of relief, He Il mede a Aying start as o agter in hig viery
first Alen,  Followed sales i Mehboob's Mother Indle, V. Shontarnim's Toafan
Awr Degpa, Mahesl Banl's Taloy, Vijuy Bhatls Cunf Uikl Shelaoi These were
outstinding films made by soene of Indian soreen’s fom directors and Rajendrs
acrpiitted himself creditably. Especially Mother Indin helped kim a bt to gain
recognition a8 an Important star. Hits like Ghae Sanser, Ma Beap, Chiras
Kahan Roshai Kahas established him as o star with a big pull at the box of-
fice. Mz Boop celebrated & sibees jubilee in the East Africs and Rajoncra
Euwmar was the fesl Indian st m be imvides] 4o Africi o grace a picture’s jubi-
lee function, He wis mohbed wherever he went in Africa By his fama, His
wark In Patang und Dhool Ka Phoal proved equally popular.  The Gujarali film
Mencll Rang Lagye, in which he plived the min feadd, erented new records For
films in that knguaze. His recent fitms Kamoon, Seserel and Aar Ko Pamchhi
bivve scored jubiles. Chorame sl Pyar Ka Saoger haye brought him mare
lunareds,

His recent films clude Akeli Map Faiya, Tindogi Ave Khcab, Ek Ladki Eb
Dieane, Nawail’s colour Bl Mere Mehbanh, Haj Kapeors Eetigam, (hera
Dagg, produced by his brother-in-law, and farthenming pielures of Gemini amd
Progaid,

He liked his roles in Mother Frefla. Chirag Kahen Roshnd Kahan, Couri [fhi
Shefined, Aoz Ko Penchdd amd Kamaon which e eonsiders “hest of all” It was o
gresit tholll For Rajendrs whon his childbamd film ido) Prithvirsj Kapoor compli
merbeel Bl for his work 0 Prochsser-directos B. B, Chopru’s nove] somg-less
cartroem draimna Kaenpen,

Asked about the most memorable experience of his screen carcer, Rajendya
Kumar replied after a lithe pause. His Fyoe hecame meditative and e mused] -
“Two Incidents stasd aut my memory, The st is the cccason when M.

el told e i work in hig picture Vachan, It furned my entite caresr, The
second & my Hrst mecting with: Mr. Maliboob prive o Being slgned ap Fo
Mather Tnfia, Tt was the biggest thrill of my Nfe,”
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m:]!;u;ln Kumar @ very much in jove with his lebmie nmd ehlldren. Here he is

enjoying o broeey menveni with his san Ainnni amd dspghter Dimple with thelr
pet-dog Sooxey.

R.-'L]F_:‘-.'EJH.'. Eumir helleves that Providence always ledpa theose whe are
gincere o their profesion, While he has implicit faith in God, he teels that
pcee’s Taith in the Almighty should be backed by salid eard work.

Ha points out the examples of some af oar leading stars who have reached
the top through their consistent sloggng an the sets.  Amomg present-day Hlm
favouritos he likes Ashok, Dilip, Raj, Margis, Meeoa, Kamard apd ¥yjnvantimali.
His foreign Bm idols tocday aee James Wason, Montgomery CHE and Maron
Brando.

He i very fond of reading, - During off-maments he likes to devour the
works of Tagore, Kahlil Gibman and Stefan Zweig. His ather recrestons are
cutings and long drives in the countrysicle. Formedy he used to play hodkey,
penpis and badminton. Now the busy stodio-tife doesn't leawe him mmech
leE=nme

He got marred in December 1564 when hi first acting vehicle Vachm
was nearing completion,  The match wos arrongesdl by parents, He leads o
hnppy maried e and bas pao smark chikdren Manoj, a boy, ansd mple, & girk
His parents pecasiosally come down to Bombay smd stey with bim. They are
delighted to find that their eldest 306, whi left everything behind, with them, ot
gialkot and wha left Dethi at the age of 1B to try hig luck in Hms, bins today reals
iwed his fondest childhood dreams,  Virendra Kumar, ane of Rajendr’s yoanger
beathers, i also undergoing training for Blm acting =t TFilmnlaya Scheal b ncting
andd hopes to follow the foutstep of the ehler brother.
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ITUATED at Banden sen-Face, his bumga ko “Drimple” (named atbes his
daughter} has 0 delightfil air of informality ahost it.  The simple and un-

asming Rajemdr is 2 loving lushand, o kindly father and o sidcere friend,
1 am very fomd of my bume and my childen,” he admits,

Rajendra bins great regard for PL Jawaharlal Nebra amning our beaders, “He
i the: lidian T Jove mast, a symhol of sincerity and selffessness” Rojendra fiys,
paying his humble tribute bo Pamilitji,

Sober, dignified and restrained in spesechi dml gestores, Rajendra Kumar has
u stamp of sincerity which endears him #o ane il all With that eternal dreany
look in his eyes, he seems destined b attain greater hoights in the demain of
bl higstriondcs,

RA] KAPOOH  (Contianed frem pape 190)
hiz hilarioas antics in Dastan remdneed of his rip-roariig comic robe in Deewcar
and coavinoed them about his vesaatility in scling.

HE popularity of Haj-Muargis screenepoir eould he judged fram the Fact
that omee during & Canapati Festival in Pooma, the clay idek of the
ebephant-leaded  God werp ghaped like Raj Kapoor snd Margia, The scene
showed Goddess Saraswati Ganapati standing after the style and fashion
of Margis and Raj Kapoor in the poster of Bermar, Theny worked ns the main
romantic pair in many  pictures incheding Jon Pakechan, Amber, Bewara,
Ashiang, Pywe, Papi, Dhoon, Auhonee and Cliori Chont hesides R, K. Films
Asg, Boreaat, Awara, Ash omsd She H301,

Raj made history winning the Grand Prix for hig Mgte Roko at the
Internnticmal Filin Festval ar Enrlovy Vory, Ceechoslovakin in 1857, His act-
ing in Jogle Raho got him the Critics” Award in IS5, Hig other notzlle lms
inclusle Shaveda, Prrvarish, Phiv Sl Hogi, Koraige, Anasl, Main Nashe Men
Hoon and Do Ustad, I Anard, he hag given omather unforgettable perborm.
ance. It hos wor him the 1060 Filmfare Award for hest scting, His recent
films - include Srémen Sedpencarli, Chialis, Nazranw, and Jis Desh Men Coanpa
Beli Hal

Baj has travelled extensively all over India "That has given me the
bockground and strength to make pletures”, he exploing. He was o member
of the Indisn Film Dolegations that toused United States n 1952 and the
Soviet Union in 1954, He o ace az a fwent platform spenker and Lring
thee house down with his penctrating pesticulations and convessational artistry.
OF late he has wisited sever] Forvign countries o participate in Film Festivals,

The baffling phenomeron of unbuiinded hilarity and ngic sobriety o
Ruj's enigmatic perRonality was omep .I.l:||'|||'|.'||q]!.' ETHT e | wp by Nargi, whey
she said: “This man to whem tragic mley and situations en the screen are
food and drink, & i life Fhe kindest of peonle and the  mosts disarmingly
miachiovous of frends [ His very miiscliel = kind, his appeanines of frres-
pemisibility is infectious—abtogether, he i o lovely person and a Friend.. ... Tise
i hand with which the Producer.Divector Roj rubes an the smind-shgn s
shed thers when he strps ok And then you fd an impish schoolbey.™ Weil,
that's Raj!
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SHYAMA

1‘!&.’.';1’ back in the mid-Torties, @ lttle girl saw o Fliq'.'llll_l"' sharring ]:-:In-.'.'-_rl:ll.

and that matchbess singing siren of Indiai scre, Elhmralidd, Ehurshics
sad, soulful melodies enplined luer peeart amd heought tesrs to her eyes The
name of that Hite girl wos alse Khorshicl.  After seeing the film, she asked
herself: “Why [ too gan't hecome o star like that Eluorshide™  She went home:
determined br be a osflulodd sweetheart and started song rehearsls bolare tie
enivror.  She imitnted songs from her fovourito flms umel puat up dnge shaws
at home with friends.  After years of yeaming for stardom, all that the ambd-
tiems girl got was a bit role ag an exhee 48 0 Sn@er i 2 gniicall soag, Texlay
that Rlm-crazy teem-aged Ehuarshid is keown by a name Familinr to thousamds
of Alm-goers—Shyama,

Remvember that very firet all female quawali in Zeenaf—"Arhen bfparin,
Shikway na Rige” led by the melody-queem Murfehos? A bevy of oomely bices
surrumeled Murjehan in this rip-raring sequenes which brmaghe the lomse
dawn, Among this line-up af charmess was Shyama who appexred here as
Balw Khurshid. Her ambition to b onother Ehorshid seemed b have
heen partly fulfilled. But she was o very small fry in that soene, The lime-
light was stolen all throughoot the  picture by the one and ooly Moo
Wihemn Khurshizl Akhtar {Shyama’s real revme] mw Nurjchan reigning suprend
gver the sets like o queen, she felt one doy she boo st hiecome o big slar, a
ratler audncious dream for a mirl i pig-tails who started Him capeer as an

“pxtra”|

Fl‘-E'IL'!-E. Shyama staried her career From the hoftom af the ladder, Her phe-
nomennl Tise b stardom duriog the last few years hos alminst rndlified
thee  EHme-leomoumed  flm maxim-—"Uee an extr, always an exira”™  But ber
journesy b the pinmacles af fame has ot heen without it sighs and sarrows,
She had to strogele for elght long yeass without Ioding hope.

Barm st Lokbore on June 7, 1855, Khurshid Akhtar had o alzo faee o comestic
starm afier her debut in Zeeww.  As the mole wos mther small ansd insignifi-
canik, she had to rehearse emly for o fortmight, "1 did pot feed cumera-shy as
there were momy other peweomers taking part o the Caeogli-sene,”  Her
[ather was oweay from Bomboy ond did not lnee about her rode.  He lost his
temper when he came b0 know that daisghter Ehurshid hod taken to Hlm
acting,  Her mother and sister  somehow  mEmaged $o pacily him. Bahy
Klvurshid Teft the school From the AFth form o seriously conventrate oo film

actng

————

——
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She made a resolve to hil the topemark andd book intensive training in
dance and masie from the well-known danceteacher  Badod  Prasad,  She
spectalised in Kathok.  She got some more bitrales in Blms and appenrod as
Baby Khurshid, As a teennger, she was middnly cast as the hero's younger
ssler,

qfi]’. gt the rare opporhunity o act a5 a viunger sister of the colebrated
M Suignl I Parmene. 1 cun never forget the encourmgement that the great
Saigal gave me on the sets of Paromg,” she mys, recounting a memomble snec-
dobte, “You see, one duy 1 2t on Bis lap, feeling terribly pervous. Sadgm] ren-
lised my plight as a begineer, He tried to shed my einosis by humming a
soikg which had words o fhe effect, Dem't be afrald, Siaber, work Kard 2nd
sucoess s bound to be yours” His words hae an electrifying offect on e
But for his inspiring words, T would have Fared miserably that day.”

She contiomed to be cust in similar sobes and plaved  the YORINEST  Edster
b the kate Shyum in Kaneez and to Motilal jn Brefe Din. UnFortimatedy ber
Frail and iliedicaee I-I!.l:u!-l:- Was pol crmpslerad Eox] r:|'.-;|||g|:| foy majar roles h-}
the tin-goids of the fin incfustry, so she had to nct in noo-stop series of in.
sigmificant  rodes.  She had discontmme her musio b=sors for rensons of
health anil she concentrated on acting with a vengeance. T Torama she EFog 2
slightly bigyer role while in Hwm Log she acted as Balraj Sahni's girl friend.

EAMWHILE, Baby Elarshid, T undergons o change in nomenclofiere,

In I8, she was scding in Prokash Nid Mo,  Diirectne Vijay Bhate let
that at that fime there were o many Kharehids o Glns and he HIVe a new
sefeen-mame b0 her—Shiyama,

She got her first major sale in Gl Bleabsri, but for a still higger break
she Fod fo wadt for years, [, 5, Jahar surprised Friends and Foes by selecting
her for the title-rle in Filmistan's  Shrimadii from over omd hunclped
appliznts,

However, the sudden rise b stardiom was nod withant s inevitabde bears,
Afeer a Few shots wers taken, ni importoit executive said on the seks of Shrima-
diji: "This mirl is ton thin for g hemine's pale™, The remick gave ler a mads
shock. She went home aml wept bitterly, She feli o chamos that came bo ber
alter a loug strgele was slipping away,  She at ol saw o medical consltnmt
wla puat her om lonics.  She put i the necegaary welglt. The boisterons pole
of the modern 2irl, Indie, in Shedmivlid mave e plenty of histrionde sCnpe.
Her gister Colzar Akleay helped her with rehearsabs smel of cotie, L 8, Tolwr
wig a perfectionit, who kaow how io extrct the best work frenn oo artist.

Shyama put her best in it realising fully well that hor entire future de-
pended on this role.  Her pedformance was well appevciated by all and Shyama
heaves a sigh of relief.
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FPHEM she acted i serivas chameter in Bimal Hov's Moe with ﬁl[l.lill PR,

Camme Shart, anotler acting triimph of bers,  Followed Awesien, Wiskan
Dk, Cher Chand aoed Chard o, Shynma bad orrivedd 23 a siar By 1953
she had the distinetan of acting in over MM pictures thoogh the magority of the
rales were small,

Since then she has played all sarts of robes m all sorks of pletures.  Her
notdde Blms include Chendan, Chbhat Bllolii, Do Dulhe, Ha Ha Hi Hi Hoo Hoo,
Hhai Bleai, Miza Sohiba, $herda Chiise Mantar, Adr Paar, Tulsicles ete.  Sha
has topped her acting triumphs by her memorabls double mle in Do Behnen
Her earlier omes inclsde Sobak, Sertel, Bosag et Her wark in Sherda brouglt
her thee 15589 Fitwjire award for best supporting mle,  Her mecent s include
Druniye fhulti Hai, Bux Conducior, Apee Gher, Zalvk and Barsmat Ki R,

Shyama is g quiet, retiring type. She seldom attends any pulbdlic functions
and prefers to stay indoors. That does not measn she §= a sHif highbrowisl type,
At get-dopethers she s known for her seintllating sollies ami, what is =6l Farer,
she can aportingly take jokes af her owg G

HE swiins, drives, dances opel has o o at Cycling also, She @ left-fumnded

“Ia that why people poy Jeft-hande] compliments to me  sometimesfP™

she chirps with a mischievous twinkle i her hozel syes. She has a pair of

rabibits a2 & pet at hosme and she gived them daily bath with almost pyvenile
defight,

Today she iz among the mach sought-after leraines of the Indian SCTOE),
right oo the tp-rung of fame and fortune. And yet, she modesty admits; =)
have not forgoben the doye when [ used to wagt endlezaly for g bus to mack
A Blm-studio with visions of becoming another Khurshid—another Murjehan”

Extra gitls saldom—iF ever—lsecome Fromi-rank  hesaines, Shyama  hns
achieved tw mirascle threwgh sheer Tard work and merit, What's ber ambition
aw! "To remain in Glms all throughout my 1ife”, the savg with SiEprem
sulf-comfidence,
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SURAIYA

1 SONG s more lasting than the riches of the world™, said Padvaic Calum.

The simging ol of the Hiedl screen, Surnive sobseobes in Bull te this
|_:|'|'n|r.-up'||'|'l|}'. Bt im her every doy life, the T e imvand :-i'.lll!.-!'!”ltu::: EHHAE—
beer samd hiave won her reeognibbon, paved e Wiy ta her onkry it lilins
sl !|1||;:: o e richies af |='II'. Ern-warled,

In Kardar Productions’ Shermda Suralya sang the popalar tune "“Pamehibd
fa” far the hevoiwe Mehtah,  The sap proved o sensational bit ond became
o biot Favourite with the flm-goess, Ever sinee then, Suraiya reigned suprems
owirt the leart of te film-goers as the smging sweetheart of the silver serece,
Perbaps, she hus to ber coodit mare songs than any other singing stac of the
Inelion screen

After the migrmtion of Mutjehan and Klurshid fo Fikistin in the walks ¢

of Partitiom, Surniya & the only Blmehercine in [ndia whis sings her songs
in the pictures, She has o mellow vobee fhat mings with melody and echoes
B one’s memory for a long time. Al this, however, does not mean Suraiva
cwes hee suocess in Slmedom to her endes alowe.  Had it been so, she would
have shll remained oely o popular play-back singer. Mo doubt, her voden &
her bigwest nsset snd it did Focibitole her eotry into Slms.  But her Sair for
acting coupled with her dancing talent played @ grest part in making her
b sooess she had been hecase mee, indeed, & & Glmestar who could clyim Hhe
three-in-one distinetion of being & singer, o dancer mod s octress,

OBAN at Lahore on Juee 15, 1929, Suriiyn has been educated in Mew High

Schoal for Gids at Bombay, Simmultameously, she was given religious
teachings in Persian at home, Hor study of Persian litersture ond Quaran
has helped Fer a ot in building up ber personality, Therefore, Suraiya, todsay,
appears more a5 the hallowed heroine of Pergian poetry than a mere glamour
godddess of the celluloid workd. The eloquent testimony to this was ber grancd
pertormanee in Mirso Ghalib.  Suralya, in Foet, strikes coe a3 mare Oriendal
in maitfoak than same of ber sister stars in the flm-firmoment,

Like many of cur leading artists of toclay, Suraiya’s entry mbo the world
of movies wos more accidentnl than otherwise, In 18I dusing a haliday
from school she aecompanied her uncle Zahor (then s popalar chazactor actor)
te Moban Studios do see the shooting of the picture T Mahs,

A child wat oesded For o scens and she was asked whether she would
like to face the cmera, Out of sheer fun, Sumivn sadd “Yes”, The shot

T ——
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praved a success and evervane ool mr.im:ll.-ug Director Nomubbal Vakil oon:
grivtuloted her. Bat ab that time oo Tad inagioed that she would some day
become ane of Alidem’s fop-most singing strs.  For Suraiya, this new expe-
rience was outhing more than an enjevable juvenile mbventure, She conb-
mued ber stadics and cocissmally ook part En the childeen’s progmmmes of
All=Indin Radia -lll'.llll:'.' with .‘\.-'lluml:m:_ tolny's starlet, and E:_;j Kapoar who wene
also unknown to Blm-world in thoss days,

AS A youngsber, Samiva sarprised  everyone with the commendahle ease
wille whicly zhe :I'\'E']1I'IJ-C|IJHH| tho hibmn BN o e |:|;|:,15_ Haér S|
viion wWas ler lxggest asset and the attraction for cdhers,  Amd Neernlly, she
sang ler woy by suocess becsuse it wad actually her voice that gave her the
Brat major break it the dreamaworld of the movies, Her Fune o o melodis
tus singer spread ot once with the popelarity of ber playe-back 2ongs o
Sharda, Station Master, Sewjog and Komosn.  Soon she started mekting roles
In pictures.  She Rrsd l.':'ll.l;,l,'hl: the eye af the Hlm-gosrs by her popular dancing
and singing performande in Bombay Talkies' Haisard Basf, Her R P T
heertve B fign hai fere ghor ke somae™ proved o big it

Then mme DURD, Productions’ fvbora and Suraiyn leapt info the heads
line= by acting opposts vetern Prithvirnj. Holes came one after the ather
ancd the name Surailya became synomyrons with  seeeesshu] mosee] plofures.
Sk hod thos beeome o Full-Hedyed star and won for ber the endearing title
"Chocalote Chormey” of the Indion screen, The list of pictures in which
ghe has worked i an imposing oee,  Among the oubsbinding ones conld be
mentioned  Phool, Somrat Chendragupte, Anmed Ghodi, Omer Khegara, 1857,
Aj ki Roof, Durd, Dillngi, Natek, Afwr, Kajol, Vidga, Jeet, Tadbir, Dustan,
Snrarm, Char Din, ete.  Amang ley mexjor hils are Pyoe ki Jeed and  Bap
Bokgr, I Todbie, Omear Khayara and Poncoss, she bad the rre privilege
of setivg the feminine lead against that singing idol of millions, the bte Saigal
Indeed, they made o umiqoe singing pair.  Her otler assignments  include
Enmam, Pagnlbivand, Heer Ranfha, Khogol and Silwe Mangal Her perform-
anced in Mitin Bose's Waene and Koshyap's Shoma Parnoena brouglt ber new
liirels.  Her recent films imclisbe Mafik and Mr. Fonbn She has etoged 3
temarkable ome-back in Sharng,

During ber off-moments, Suradyn lkes o browse over books and maga-
zimes, She & o discrimipong reader and her favonrite gothors ore Somer-
selt Maugham, Mare Corelli and Kablil Cibran,

Suriya has theilled millions with her melodious flm-scoge.  Many have
been the popalar e meodersd superhly by her. Though her song-hiks are
o pumercns te menlion, amang hier miosl memarahle oumbers comkl be men-
tvwed the Eollowing: “Twm muz ko Wil joe”, "Wah pas rehe o dur rake”,
"Dl Tere Anese Pahle™ and “Bigdi Bonone Wale™ | Bori Hohen), "0 Dirr Jane
Wale” and “Na fsclapne & Izzazel” (Pger i Jeet), "Miun Mor Huee Maheala®







and “Napons Diwan™ LAfsar), “Dier Papiba Bolg* ACezirel, "0 Sanam” [Bamem),
O Iehk Home Barbad na Ear®, [(Nageh), *Lai Khushi ki Dieniya” {Wislpal
“Murliseale woarli bela™ and “Char Din K Chardn® [ Ditlagi),

SL:'H.-"-J"I.'-H'_-: ambitivn @5 fo play 3 rollicking comedy rode. Ancther of her

mare welbknown anbition wos to mept Gregary Peck, her hol Favourite
ameng the cellaledd idals of Hollvwaod,  And she reafised i in 1954 when
Peck broke journey gt Bambay m his way o Covlon for location shooting
of Pirrgde Plain, ;

Acoording & ber, she experienced the greatest theill of ler SCIPTT ey
when Saipal ane day srayed on the sets of Jayant Desal’s Chandrogumn
where she wos releursing 2 g He congrotulated Ber far lwer lilking volcs
amd made 2 sugpestion b Dir ctor Jayant Desai e eqse leer agninzt him in
Tadiar, which was reaily accepted. And, hev prosto, Suriyn peslised one
o the greatest dreums of Ber Dife, She was always g Faigal fan and had Jonged
fo eo-star with him i o flm, And here §b was Saiunl himsedf coming o her,
It was ane of the most memorable moments of her [ife, They co-starmed in
bW more Bims Omer Khegane and vertedi  Saraiva today regrets that Snignl
= o moge, Bat still she (8 2 devoged Baigal fam,
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USHA KIRON

bo the top wing of suecvss and fume iy recent vears, Usha Kinon js perhaps
st aufstialieg,  Starting with miver roles in Chgjarat, Maraihi zud
Hindi pictures, s has gradually olenined full-fledged starcdom by hard work

ane shessr mort

Usha was born am April 22, 1928 i & widdle-closs Mahasshlrion Enmily
ot Bassein, a historic place thivty miles to the North af Bambay. Encouramed
by her fither Mr  Balkrizhins Marathe, =he csberwent  donee training  in
Baathak, Manipuri aned Bharat Natyan along with ber schaoling.  After sty
5"3 ipdo matri walakiom, sle st appeanng '||:iII_.'.,':‘"|_1|.|-_'-'!|: snel attracked e
aftention af thal well-koewy -c|||5.'|'|: ab Ieedinn .L|;|,-||_-i|:||_'r_ L_Idu:._- Shankar who
gave her a dancing role i his picture Kalpana. By this timwe, she Lagd adrcady
mevide & name o Iocul stoge and donee cirdes,

A MONGC ehe -\.r-.'||I:|3|:||'|'"._rl starkets of Dieliam scroen whi hoyp toibed thesir Wiy
the

In 1B42. she acted for the Rist bime @y g stage-dvanea, It was a0 Murathi
Play titled Ashibrvad, Though here she plaved a child role, hoth the pueldic
and the press liked her acting fmmersely. O course, she was nervioss  and
exeited about her debut on the stage. bt she ws pleased o kow that even
the Band-boiled crities Tl applanded ber work,

However, she got ber frst film ol as fhe heroine in Vestshal, o Gufarati
pleture, though her mother tonser wos Marathi The flm was o moderate
siceess and eritics appreciabed Ber performance. Sha did poe encounter iny
difficuley in delivering the dialosues beise shi ke Cofarudi quite well,

Having appeared in o Gojursti Bim, she found it diflcult to get o break
mn, Elindi pictures. Ak times, she oven fely dlejected, but her Father asked ler
oot to Jose leart My father hasg besn mainly responsible for my succesy i
this sphere™, Usha says tadlay remembening the encouragement amd Impstiog
her Father move basr whenever she folt frustealed in e beminning of ber career,
Meantipne, Ddrectar_Amipa 'k-nlfJ.Ln!_L'._'-'-LLL.WuJ__]uuicll'u-'_[ur o nesw Fiee for

i ' 5 v lesidine ke s e = . - s and
his o, gave her the beading robe, She gave 5 comviting pedormansce and

it was in ||I:i! 'ﬁll:ﬂ Hink -|||g| "-f'['"“‘"'l with r|||_| serect-name Usha Kircn.

Lhen she signed up for Vewdlie Balweot o Mosathi picture which
proseed o rooring hit.  Hae pertraval of a bandit’s doughter was immemsely
liked by people. Followsd more rdes jn Morathi and Hindi flms.  Her
peignant performance i Datta Dharmodhikaes Marathi hits Bola Jo Jo Do
and St Jenma Hi Tuzi Kefioni and Drirectar Ram Gabale's Doodh Bl
eareed Ber the repatation of popular tragedicms. Az for Hind Rlens, she

!

o




started  playving  the se
canedd  heraine @l _b:,p
Biving oonsiztently palishe
ed purtraynks reached the
tap and pleyed the main
feminine  bead  In Putidir,
Boadbagr, Awled, Dhabi

Doctor amd others,

Her pordonmance
Bognlbaan won her  Film-
farg's Clare Award  for
the best supporting role of
the year 1854 Her por.
trayals in  Paflts, Hoad-
basr, Aulod, Scmnaj and
Adbikor rank  among her
best, In Bala Jo o Re, she
acted the three stuges of
wirnanhood—as o sehool
gixl, wifle oand mother
with — consummade  ski]l
Equally memorable s
sy p-'_lrl.'rﬂ:p'.al I:I.F -] m-ys_y
Usha Kiren and her amlable hasband Dr. Manohar B, Kher, “700C0T0bAt  in Joshos

wha is o leading medicl practilioner of Hambay. Tazen, Her other fmipsart=

nat  flmg  are  Kalgos

Khajina, Modhosh, Dang,
g, of the lvanis fn Kenchar

Do, Nesthddor (Cojurat) and sthers.  Her renclexis
Lioagr and Jaster Tasen was in o class by iitelF,

Her other notable pictures fnclode Awmas Anban, Babw, Jeeoan Sathi, Dush-
amai, aend the Muorathi liikz, Skikleli Baiko and banyedern, Her recent flms include

Wazmua, Dl BlW Tere, Hum B Tera, Apigif Menthin, Kabulhieols and ibe
Gujurat] hit Meadi Heoeyg f...,-_,r!n--,

When she was young, her favourite stars wore Ehurshid and Motilal =]
awe o deep debl of sratitude i Shei Amiya Chakrabarty who has been maiily
responsibde far my sucoess on the sereen,” she says paving a fribute fo the late
Amniva who was ber very ficst divector in Hind; pichures,

In the midst of her busy working scheduls, she hos maintsined o lisa
comtuct witl her social sueroundings o she has always been comscioug of her
domestic dubics, Stardom and Eime have nat made her swollen-bieaded oy

e T







Usha Eiren as a ohigg,

| -.“u':.' fuzz [
Mclwadr

In 1458
Cangress hely

a foving himise-wife, Ushia hine thiemex]
fuir to rise to Bigzer heights Wit
harel wengk,

she was fmvited gx 4 delogte in the Sz,
b Yugasiovi.
plices in Enrape [y
bermtioms af the Cangress,

Bine her ontry intg
tragedy, from o heroine fg oo vamp amd from o mythiog Eeldess o g realistie
socinl heroine with

dis she muke & fapich af ber achievemenes, She doos nnt
swink ibong omtly sais g hardly wears 2y jewelery,
A1 paurliges el I:-|:||-'_{I'r|||.'=_ il iy iugain thy sme mixlest, simple:
wainan. This in her by und outloak, e appears the
brpscal eniclellie-cliyeg Maharsidibain hinese-wife, Her marriage
with D, Munohsr B, Eher, a leating meclica] privchibiongr of
Bumbay and i1 ey churming yenlemgn with poliched man.
NEve, o May 25 19% ha no tinse] dazede of o ulameni e’
werlding, By thegr newiy-oecupded home ae Barwira, Uaha
and her husland Hve with the aspers simplivity of & middjs-
class Family, She iz good linguist and has a gond com-
manel gy Englisk, i, Marathd, Cujarati, Tamil npel
]5-L'|||.',.I.|I.

a zmart boy (b og Time 22, 18875 whim they have named

International Thogire
She toak thag Uity b vigt many impoctnnt

this capocity, she maile o valualyp eantrilution to the dedj.

Bilms, she hag ayed 4 variety af mdes from Canmssafy b

A ponseings artist, o deyvotnd dangheer g i
a lut in the wark] of histrionics apd Ldrds
hey sncerity of purpise and lier cupacity for

equal artistry,
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VYJAYANTIMALA

A MONG the wost dazeling additions i sereem, Vyjuvantimale bag hit a new
high. Sho los literally danesd Jer Way o owccess,  Often described as

fitmdom'’s enntalising ‘T gl Wdawnohimaky b thrilledd  flm andiencey wigh
ber Labhling viuth and hey elasticily af furm, Taoday, she is umimg the mosl

sought-after stars of the silu-r_ BOFOvT.

Yylavonti’s mreatest ngsels ans by wedl-shapes) vouthful Bgure apd ber
mnstery over dacing.  Though she took Hlmworld by storm through fer VErY
it appearance om sereen i AVMs Bahor, she had ot avfginally decieled
tr ke up Blms as 0 career. Hor mgsg Interest was daneing and even tnclay
dameing does cfaim her priority of atbention oyer film-peting,

Cifiten cleseribed as Enlasahitya Snraswati Kumard Vyjavantimala by Ber
ardent admirers frem Soutl, Vyfuyantj hul!-:u:,;s I a1 repiated Family of Mysore,
Daughter of the famous star of the Snath, YVasimdlarg Devi, she was birn oy
Augist 13, 1837 From Jier childbond she was trained i variong sehoals of
dancing,  Bharae Natvam i her forte el she shored leamming it Fro Vauhuy-
vear Romuiah Pillai, She is nko the disciple: of Shei &, N Eanclayudhapnmni
Fillad, 0 woll-knswn maestr of clissical dancing wh i kncwn all over Soath
Irdia and who i assnckbed with the  well-knowg Kalukshelra o Aglyar,

H:|r|rr|:_

Her dancing ideal i her davs was Hie aecrmplished Al Hatyam
damcer Pandanallir Tnvalukshin,  Rag Vijayanti wos no twtisfiod] by moster.
g only o partieular schoal of damce art and, therefore, ghe undirwent inten-
give trining in Hiree other schoaly of clisaie] '!|=||:"=|rl.I5-

SF[E started appenring in danes recitals at a vory eady age and drow ap-

preclative sadicnces. At the very tender age of siv. in 1538, she acenen-
panied hor mother g prancdmodher an 5 Comtineistul tour, She vizited the
Vatican ared wegs Hven an msfience by fhe Prope, She gave 5 danclig peg.
farmance and waon g Lold medal for 6t From phe Pope.  After ber sclhood cireer
&5 well ag the mntensive teaining daneing, she mnclestook o dancing-tans of
tver 4 hundred fmportant cenfres in Soush and wan great applase, Lirector
M. V. Raman, an ald Family Friend, was sp muel ‘mpressed with her dancing
performance at Galhale Hall Madras, that he decided cast her fn his pew
picture.  Director Baman soen aned admired fypr dance-recitaly on ey
OUS SecEsfoms I'Ir?h'.l. ha v}f\cl'.".ﬂl”r:' -e"l'll_il:-il‘h.ﬂ af the i Tnlk daikoe Cip-
tivated hisn 0 much that he smrightovay offered e i mde in AV M5 Ldfe,
whicly was titled feepihan in Telugn und Bobar in Hind: The e of e




Vilarentimnly g5 =he a

doricing Fierodne soited Jper
ta finger tips and provided
an ddeal wehicle for
dancing talents.

FTER the suocess of
the Tamil and Tely
Eu versions in the Sputh,
its  Hindj version  Bafar
made her famous gl aver
India. Her Fresh-as-fower.
Petal personality  and (e
oy abandon with whick
she  sequitted  hepelf
throughoat the picturs
wWere t-uri"ur-u.lslh_-.]l]!.- ap-
tplmded by fim auclion.
e, Thus the star  dis-
eavery of Director A, Baman proved 5 sure-fire-hit g did phe pickure Bokar
With her very first semeny Appearines, Vyjayantimgls leapt imtn the limselight
aof nationwide Fame, .

areared in bor figsg Hindi ple-
fure, .L‘l-E'fI.'u Y b

Offers of rales come g ber aplenty.  She hae plaved e dancing heraine
I miny pictures, fe notable among  fhem being  Sunrise Piebyres Anjaam,
Inyant Desais Miss e, Tapat Fictiures Pehel; Fhurlak, Hindustay Arey* Twiharn,
AV M Ladbi g Fitmistan's sensatinnaj hoc-nifee i Ny

She has regehe] the tap rig of the [addep b Ter Giptivating perthorg
anees. Her other gei

Mg tinmphs incljde Levilas, Axeiug, Bathpwatti, D,
Rof Tilak, MNew Deltd, Fategng Mg Dlarge. Madhumatt, Sqdl

5 and, Amar Decy
and Polghum, Her wirk in B, R Chopra's Sedligna hos waon hep the Filarn
Award for 1889, Her regent films include Mg

&rene, College Girl. Axy b Farchhi
ane Singa fummng.

Her recent daneing tonr of Europe proved 5 thumping RICCERE,

Az a child she had e parbcular fescination for e sereen, Afier msibri-
culating with distinetion g English, in 1945 the wanted ke up an academnie
career hut HArange mdeed e e Wavy of Dome Forhipe, Her eniry it
filins came #o ker somewhal gg 4 suFprise, (i BOTSE, she rememly that
a clilid she hos gebed i the comperty o Teter sitioal,

Prinee Charming i phe pliy Cinclergils wiE ncliined by
aodiences jlike.

H k]
Her performanee &5
Pupils, deachers ypet

Vool started hep ditice carpep
mather Shrimati Yaclugiti Devi wiy it h
Vijavant ey reveived a0 pood des|
D. Rarman whasp well-hroughs o
her o lot i putting forth her g

ursder [l Irving oare g
T oinsparble ride
of EOCOURgement from e
rurnal om dancing, ¥ay
15 hedorp [11%5 pubdic,

F her gras.
i COT P ey,
r Father Sk pg
i, fas helpod
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152 VY JAYANTIMALA

She s very fomd of sports.  Whin in schoal, che playisd tubide-bennis, Biad-
minton oned other games, In 1948, she won a tabletesmis championship in
Madrms in parnership with Gond Masikwols, the tamous talsle-tenmis star o
Bambay, She speaks English, Tumil, Telygn, Konnsds ancd Hindi with e
markable Buency, She reuls a ot amd her Envaurite subject i miysbery novals,

Hl.l-'ll}l'il'i [ining the screen, she wos very fond of films and used g see

lots of pietores.  Even today, she 2 an ardent flm-groer but mostly sees
fersipn pictures.  Her favaurito is the late Tyrone Power, In her pre-film oy,
shie D great sdbmirotion for Ashalk Kumar aml Deviks Rand,

Though she is Far feom belng supesstitious, her devobon o Hanumman,
the mankey Cod of Ramayan e, is indeed matesworthy,  When she was a ohild,
sho wanted to buy an idol of Hanoman but eould nod decide about the size
and pose of the idol. Then, ane night. she saw Lord Hamism in heg dream
and He advised her bo bay on idod of the sizg and form in which He appeared
before her in the dream,  She Followsd the advice fithfully and ever sipoe
thin she keegs the idal witly her. She belicips Hannman 1o be her prrodecting
dl.'i'i:-" und abimibates to Flie her suceess and alsa the escrips Froen dilliouliies,
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